COME TO THE FEAST

DISCUSSION GUIDE

New City Presbyterian Church

Week of November 26th, 2017

The Feast of Joy
Luke 15.11-32

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Share plans for future Community Group gatherings and the following happening in the life of the church:

• Christmas Store Saturday, December 9th | The Christmas Store is a collaboration
between New City Church and New Life Temple to serve need-based families in the
community. Join us by Praying, Serving or Giving! Visit The City for all of the details
and don’t forget to grab an ornament from the Christmas Tree in the Commons
starting next week! Your unwrapped gifts should be returned on or before Sunday,
November 26th. Know a need-based family who would be blessed by the Christmas
Store this year? Have them go to http://newcitycincy.org/christmas-store for more
information or to register as a shopper.
• Christmas Eve Worship Gatherings 9a and 5:30p | This year Christmas Eve falls on
a Sunday, the 4th Sunday of advent. We’ll worship at 9a for our regular Sunday
worship gathering with the Lord’s Supper (note: no 10:45a service, just one morning
service at 9a) and then at 5:30p we’ll have our annual Candlelight Service of Lessons
and Carols. There will be our full slate of kids’ care and classes at BOTH 9a & 5:30p.
But as always, kids are welcome to stay and participate in the worship gathering. At
the candlelight service kids will receive battery powered candles to participate in the
candlelight portion at the end. (New Year’s Eve ALSO falls on a Sunday but we’ll be
back to normal with a 9a and 10:45a worship gathering that morning).
• Christmas Party & Hymnsing Friday, December 15th 6-8:30p | Our 7th annual
Christmas Hymnsing is Friday, December 15th 6-8:30p @ the church building. We’ll
have live music, coﬀee, adult beverages, fun snacks and Christmas treats to enjoy,
some carol singing, plus fun activities for kids. We will have childcare 3 & under and
activities in the lower level for ages 4 through 9. Please RSVP for ALL kids by 12/8
listing their name(s) and age(s) below. Parents…you’re responsible to be with your
children at all times throughout the evening, unless they are being cared for in the
lower level for activities. We hope you’ll join us and bring some neighbors/friends/
co-workers/family along! Visit the event on The City for more information.
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We’re here to know and experience Jesus Christ. He said, “Where two or three are gathered together in
my name there I am in their midst.” Even as we talk tonight, let’s be conscious of the promise Jesus
makes to be here with us.

OPENING PRAYER
Open your group in prayer. Pray extemporaneously, or use this prayer: Father, we thank you for the chance to be together tonight.
As we talk and reflect on the Scriptures, may we take these things to heart. Help us to bring our lives more and more under the
direction and care of your Word. Bear with us when we fail. Help us to help each other. Amen.

OPENER
What is one food that you would eat every single day for the rest of your life?

STUDY/DISCUSSION
In our short series of sermons called “Come to the Feast” we take a little detour from 1 Corinthians into Luke 15
looking at the parable of the Prodigal Son.

1. Read Luke 15
2. Briefly look at the three "lost stories" in Luke 15, how are they similar? How are they
diﬀerent?
3. Which part of the Prodigal Son story identifies with your family the most?
4. Ryan said in the sermon, “The Prodigal Son story is also the story of humanity.” How does
it reflect our human experience? How are we similar to the prodigal son?
5. What do you imagine a famine is like? How does the curse in Genesis 3:17 lead to famines
and hunger? Even if you have never experienced a famine, how are you aﬀected by this
curse?
6. Luke 7:34 says, "The Son of Man came eating and drinking," how does that aﬀect our view
of Jesus' mission? What does it say about our human destiny?
7. Ryan says in the sermon, "the feast is the opposite of famine, it reverses the curse." How
do you keep alive the hope of a future feast while we still live under the curse? What are
some of the things you can do right now to reverse the curse?
8. What are some of the things that you really enjoy now and hope to continue in the New
Creation? How do you imagine your experience will be diﬀerent?
9. Where do you stand in relation to the feast right now? How can you be certain that you will
be admitted?
10. How can we be so close to the Father, and yet miss out on His generosity? How can we as
a church help each other guard against this?

PRAYER:

Spend some time together in prayer. In the early weeks, this can be a challenge for a group
just getting to know one another. You may elect to just lead the group in a closing prayer, pray
together as a large group, or break into smaller groups to pray. You can share requests, or
simply pray about the things you discussed tonight.
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