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The Last Cry
of Dereliction
Many believers
throughout the history
of
the
church
have experienced the
ups and downs of the
experiential assurance
of salvation. There
have been times when
I
have
been
overwhelmed by the
nearness of God–
when there were sweet
“times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19-20) and there have been quite a
number of times when I have felt far from God–when I have cried out with the Psalmist, “How long,
O LORD? Will you hide yourself forever” (Ps. 89:46)?
The Westminster Confession of Faith has a tremendously helpful chapter on “Assurance of
Salvation,” in which the members of the Assembly explained:
“True believers may have the assurance of their salvation divers ways shaken, diminished, and
intermitted; as, by negligence in preserving of it, by falling into some special sin which wounds the
conscience and grieves the Spirit; by some sudden or vehement temptation, by God’s withdrawing
the light of His countenance, and suffering even such as fear Him to walk in darkness and to have no
light: yet are they never so utterly destitute of that seed of God, and life of faith, that love of Christ
and the brethren, that sincerity of heart, and conscience of duty, out of which, by the operation of the
Spirit, this assurance may, in due time, be revived; and by the which, in the meantime, they are
supported from utter despair.”
The loss or diminishing of assurance of salvation is a very real thing in the lives of believers–and
something that weighs down the soul of a child of God. There can be a sense in which a believer may,
for a time, feel as though he or she is walking in darkness without the light of God’s presence. What
can be done for such a believer when this occurs? While there are several important steps that we can
and should take (e.g. we could be more fervent in seeking to putting sin to death, giving ourselves to
a greater use of the means of God’s grace and more purposeful seeking to surround ourselves with
other strong and mature believers), there is one biblical truth to which our minds must constantly
return–namely, that Jesus suffered the ultimate judicial punishment in the place of His people on
the cross so that believers will never be forsaken by God. Jesus cried the last cry of abandonment
that we find in Scripture, so that we can be definitely assured that we, who are in union with Him,
will never be forsaken.
In the Old Testament, there are these great cries of abandonment. We find them throughout the
Psalms and in the prophetic literature. The Psalmist often poured out his heart to God in agony on
account of the fact that he felt abandoned. Jeremiah was termed the weeping prophet, in part,
because he felt as though the living God had forgotten him. However, when we come to the New
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Testament, there are no more cries of dereliction, except for that which Christ cried out on the cross:
“My God, my God, Why have You forsaken Me?”
We should find it to be a thing of supreme interest that the Apostles never cry out to God with a
sense of abandonment in all the prayers that they pray in the New Testament epistles. They suffered
many of the same trails and afflictions that they Psalmist had suffered. In fact, it may rightly be said
that the Apostle Paul suffered more than the Psalmist. So why–if there is solidarity in the experience
between the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament Apostles regarding their suffering for
Christ–do we not find a similarity in their cries and prayers of dereliction? There is one simple
answer: Jesus cried the last cry of dereliction on the cross so that we might have the definitive
assurance that the Covenant God will never leave us or forsake us. That great covenantal promise
that God would not forsake His people (Deut. 13:6) is secured for the people of God by the Son of
God being forsaken in our place at the cross (Heb. 13:5). The Old Testament saints could look
forward in anticipation to this promise, but not with the same sense of the knowledge that it had
been definitively secured through the substitutionary death of the Son at the cross.
Sinclair Ferguson captures so well the inner workings of that cry and the relationship that existed
between the Father and the Son when he says,
“The story of that eternal Son is that in some time He is going to be given up to the cross, and He is
going to cry out “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken Me?” in a sense that He has lost His
Father; and there is going to be an echoing cry in the heart of the Heavenly Father, much deeper than
the cry of King David in the death of his son Absalom, “Oh Absalom, my son, Absalom, my son, my
son Absalom.”
Herman Witsius sought to explain the nature of Jesus being forsaken on the cross in our place when
he wrote:
“Christ…because of the sins themselves which he took upon him, and because of the persons of
sinners whom he sustained, was represented not only under the emblem of a lamb, inasmuch as it is
a stupid kind of creature, and ready to wander; but also of a lascivious, a wanton, and a ranksmelling goat, Lev. 16:7. yea, likewise of a cursed serpent, John 3:14. and in that respect, was
execrable and accursed, even to God. For this is what Paul expressly asserts, Gal. 3:13. on which
place Calvin thus comments, “He does not say that Christ was cursed, but a curse, which is more; for
it signifies that the curse due to all, terminated in him. If this seem hard to any, let him also be
ashamed of the cross of Christ, in the confession of which we glory!”
When we see the enormity and heinousness our sin, we must again listen to the Savior–nailed to the
tree in our place, with our sins imputed to him–crying out under the wrath and curse of God, “My
God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?” As we do, we return to him in repentance and faith,
knowing that He will never cast out the one who comes to Him. We begin to regain the assurance of
our salvation when we come to the fountain of our assurance–the death of Jesus at the cross. While
our sanctification plays a subsidiary part in the keeping and enjoyment of subjective assurance, it
cannot ever be the grounds of such assurance. Because He was forsaken, we–who are united to him
by faith–will never be forsaken.
1. Witsius, H. (1807). Conciliatory or Irenical Animadversions on the Controversies Agitated in
Britain. (T. Bell, Trans.) (pp. 44–45). Glasgow: W. Lang.
By Rev. Nick Batzig
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Children's and Youth Sunday Ministry Update
Youth Fellowship
Since the start of this year David and I have had the joy of leading our Sunday evening children's
discipleship, "Youth Fellowship" twice a month. We structure our time by opening with games and a
review of the catechism or Bible comprehension then move into learning about a great hymn of the faith
and singing Bible songs. Following our time of praise, we have a snack and then play an organized game
outside. Some of our students’ favorites include "Juggernaut", "kickball", "Jackpot" and "Spud". We are
sincerely grateful to everyone who has helped sit in and be an extra set of hands, provided snacks or
prayed for this ministry.
Hymns of the Month:
This year the Youth Group Fellowship children have learned the following hymns:
§ What a Friend we have in Jesus (February-March)
§ Fairest Lord Jesus (April)
§ How Great Thou Art (May)
§ Praise to the Lord, The Almighty (August)
§ Blessed Assurance (September)
§ Oh the Deep Deep Love of Jesus (October)
"Teach Me to Worship" Sunday School Class:
Beginning in January of this year we introduced a new class for preschool-age students through 2nd
graders called "Teach Me to Worship". The curriculum follows the outline of a worship service and
teaches students about the various elements of worship each month. The course is designed for a full year,
and it is our hope to complete the study this year. Teachers and students alike have benefitted from the
study of worship of our great God.
Catechism Sunday School Class:
David Prussia has faithfully worked through the Westminster Shorter catechism this year. Our students
picked up where they left off in their study last year and learned catechisms 14-93 from the end of 2016
through 2017. It is our hope and prayer to complete our study of the shorter catechism this year and
create a plan to continue to teach through the entire catechism over the course of two years, teaching the
catechism every other quarter to our students.
Bible Verses:
Our students have diligently worked through verses in Galatians and Ephesians this year. The following is
a list of verses our students from third grade through twelfth grade were encouraged to learn. Preschool
aged students through second graders learned verses coinciding with the curriculum with their individual
teachers.
• Galatians 2:16
• Galatians 5:22-23
• Ephesians 1:11-12
• Galatians 2:20
• Ephesians 1:3-4
• Ephesians 1:13-14
• Galatians 3: 13
• Ephesians 1:5-6
• Ephesians 1:16-17
• Galatians 4:4-5
• Ephesians 1:7-8
• Ephesians 1:18-19a
• Galatians 5:16-17
• Ephesians 1:9-10
• Ephesians 1:19b-20
Students receive verse cards in Sunday school and anyone who can recite their verse on Sunday morning
in class receives a special prize.
For more information about the Children’s Ministry,
please email Meghan Prussia at newcovpres@gmail.com.
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~ Youth Group ~
New Covenant Youth Group is continuing to meet together with the First Presbyterian Church Youth
Group from Pooler, GA. We are currently in the process of securing a suitable location for a combined
Youth Group in Richmond Hill. We will announce that location as soon as we have finalized our plans.
This new combination Youth Group will work as follows:
On the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, the youth will meet at First Presbyterian Church in Pooler.
On the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, the youth will meet in Richmond Hill.
Here is the remaining 2017 schedule for the combined youth group:
At the First Presbyterian Church in Pooler:
Nov. 1, 15; Dec. 6
Dinner at 6:00 and study from 6:45-8:00
At the New Covenant PCA in Richmond Hill church office:
Nov. 7 (Tuesday), Dec. 13
Dinner and study at 6:30 until 8:00
For more information, please contact David Prussia at newcovpres@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed at "Trail of Hope" on November 11th
There is a need for people who are willing and able to help out at the
8th Annual Trail of Hope 5K benefitting Covenant Care Adoption agency
Our youth group will be there for November's service project and we'd love to have the extra help. The
volunteer work includes setting up a table of snacks and water and passing them out to runners at the end
of the race. There is also a need for people to help along the race route passing out water and pointing the
way through the trail. So, if you want to help all you'll need to do is show up.
What: Trail of Hope 5k
Where: Skidaway Island State Park
When: November 11th, the early morning. Specific time as a volunteer is TBA. First race is at 9:00 a.m.
Why: To support our local adoption agency
For more info: www.covenantcareadoptions.com/event/8th-annual-trail-hope-5k-savannah/
Please email David Prussia at newcovpres@gmail.com if you would like to help.
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~ Congregational Life ~

Congratulations are in
order as we celebrate
the baptism of
Owen James Ellsworth
Sunday, October 1st,
2017,
born on April 9th, 2017,
at 6:27 p.m., weighing
7 pounds, 11 ounces,
and 18.5 inches.
Owen is the son to
Sean Royal Ellsworth
and
Marissa Claire
Ellsworth
~ Thank you everyone for your prayers! ~

On Sunday, October 22, 2017,
the congregation of New Covenant Presbyterian
Church met together for a worship service at
the historic
Midway Congregational Church
in Midway, GA. This has become an annual
event for our congregation as this is the third
year that we have met to worship at this historic
church building.
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NOVEMBER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
WEEKLY MEETINGS
· Youth Group Bible Study | Nov 1, 7, 15, 22 | First Pres time: dinner at 6:00 and study from 6:45-8:00; NCP office time: 6:30 | The
Youth Group will meet at First Presbyterian Church in Pooler on (Wed) Nov. 1st and 15th, and at NCP church office on (Tues) Nov. 7th.
For more information about this study group or upcoming events, please email David Prussia at the church email.
· Adult Sunday School | Nov 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 am | The adult Sunday school class will continue meeting in the worship room, studying
“The Promise Keeper: God of the Covenants,” a teaching series by R. C. Sproul, Ligonier Ministries.
· Children’s Sunday School | Nov 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 am | At the same time students meet for catechetical training, the preschool and
younger elementary students will meet upstairs for their Sunday School lesson. This quarter Preschool students age 3-5 and Younger
Elementary students grade K-2 will continue the "Teach Me to Worship" series they started in the beginning of the year. Parents are
encouraged to pick up their children from their classrooms immediately following Sunday school. Coordinator is Meghan Prussia.
· Children’s Catechetical Training | Nov 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 am | This quarter students grades 3 through 5 and grades 6 through 12 will
meet in separate classes to complete their study of the shorter catechism. Both classes will meet in the cafeteria for an introduction then
split for their study. David Prussia is the coordinator for this training.
· Sunday Worship | Nov 5, 12, 19, 26 | 10:30 am | Morning worship is at the City Center. Sermon series is “Luke: The Sure Word”.
· Men’s Leadership Initiative | Nov 5, 19 | 5:00 pm | The men of New Covenant will meet for the continuation of “The Upper Room”, a
men’s leadership initiative that aims at the growth and development of emerging leaders (both officers and middle leadership) who
have the potential to influence others after having been called, equipped and coached.
· Women’s Bible Study | Nov 5, 19| 5:00 pm | The women of New Covenant meet at the City Center to work through a series from
Matthew 5-7 on the Sermon on the Mount. Childcare will be provided. Tonya Robinson and Lisa Beth Smith facilitate this series.
· Youth Fellowship | Nov 5, 19 | 5:00 pm | The children and youth of New Covenant will meet for a time of learning about the great
hymns of our faith, singing praise, playing, and eating snacks.
· New Covenant University Fellowship | Nov 7, 14, 28 (not 21) | 7:15 pm | NCUF will be continuing their study in “The Emmaus
Sessions” at the church plant resident’s house in the Southside. | For more information please email southsideplant@gmail.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
· Women’s Wednesday | Nov 1 | 6:15 pm | At the home of Michelle Shepherd | The women of New Covenant will meet for their monthly
Bible study and fellowship time. Dinner theme is Soups and Stews.
· Daylight Savings Time Ends | Nov 5 | Sunday, 2:00 a.m. | Set your clocks back 1 hour………………………………>
· New Members Reception | Nov 5 | 10:15 am | The New Members will meet for church membership examination and reception, having
finished the New Member Class materials, taught by Rev. Nick Batzig.
· Men’s Breakfast and Book Study | Nov 7, 14, 21| 6:00 am | The men will continue meeting at the Omelet Café in Richmond Hill to
begin “Let’s Study 2 Peter and Jude” by Mark Johnston. The 21st is the last meeting in this book, followed by a break in December.
Beginning January 9, 2018, they will begin Let's Study Hebrews, by Hywel R. Jones. Facilitator is by Bobby Wise.
· Tuesday Morning Women’s Book Study | Nov 7, 14, 28 (not 21) | 10:00 am | Mothers of New Covenant who have children will
continue working through “Instructing a Child’s Heart” by Tedd and Margy Tripp. This book study is facilitated by Josie Lesondak and
the ladies meet at the Guenzel’s home for a time of discussion and encouragement.
· Fellowship Groups | Nov 8, 15 | 6:30 pm | New Covenant Fellowship Groups meet at various locations on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday
each month. We are currently studying from Learning to Love the Psalms by Dr. W. Robert Godfrey. This month are lessons 4 and 5.

Find us at www.newcovpres.com, email newcovpres@gmail.com, or call (912) 312-5051.
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/churchinrichmondhillga/
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November 2017 Inclusive
Service Schedule
NOVEMBER
SERVICE
SCHEDULE

Date

Sunday
School
Nursery
9:30

11/5/2017
(Daylight
Savings Time
ends at 2 a.m.
Sunday
morning)

Aubrey
Ward,
Maggie
Carr

11/12/2017

Anna
Batzig,
Jane
Jones

11/19/2017

Anna
Batzig,
Lee Ann
Koon

11/26/2017

Donna
Walters,
Amy
Howell

Nursery Nursery 10:30
Welcome C: Crawlers
W: Walkers

Emily
Mowry

Bobby
Wise

Amy
Howell

Anna
Batzig

Children's
Sunday School
9:30

David & Meghan
C: Eva Hall, Emily
Prussia, Griff &
Mowry, Marissa
Justine Hogan,
Ellsworth
Stephanie &
W: Ruth Lehenbauer, Cindy Warnock,
Jane Jones
Callie Oldham
David & Meghan
C: Donna Walters,
Prussia, Griff &
Avery Koon
Justine Hogan,
W: Beth & Bobby
Stephanie &
Wise, Schaeffer
Cindy Warnock,
McCary
Callie Oldham
David & Meghan
C: Amy Howell,
Prussia, Griff &
Laura Guenzel, Josie Justine Hogan,
Lesondak
Stephanie &
W: Susan Logan,
Cindy Warnock,
Katie Price
Callie Oldham
David & Meghan
Prussia, Griff &
C: Anna Batzig,
Justine Hogan,
Catherine Sage
Stephanie &
W: Debbie Usher,
Cindy Warnock,
Paige Smola
Callie Oldham

Visitor
Morning Music Team
Welcome Greeters
Donna Dasher,
Avery Koon,
Laura Guenzel,
John Carr, Jesse
Garrett & Laura
Spidle, Rob
Lindsey
Bowyer, Shepherd, Steve
Houghton Ben Slay Carr
Donna Dasher,
Emily Mowry,
Danielle Peacock,
Steve &
Nathan & Mike Warnock,
Maggie
Donna
Rob Shepherd,
Carr
Grout
Ryan McCary
Donna Dasher,
Maggie Carr,
Avery Koon, Jesse
Michelle Terry & Spidle, Rob
& Rob
Susan
Shepherd, Ryan
Shepherd Logan
McCary
Donna Dasher,
Danielle Peacock,
John Carr, Mike
Brad &
Andy & Warnock, Rob
Mary Pat Vicki
Shepherd, Steve
Byrd
Hitt
Carr

Sound
Techs

Set Up
Crew

Lord's Supper Setup/ Ushers
Servers

Daniel
Spidle

Terry
Logan,
Chris
Howell

Setup: Jeff Loomis;
Servers: Jeff Loomis,
Chris Ward, Andy Hitt,
Jack Koon, Daniel
Daniel
Spidle, Rob Shepherd Spidle

Terry &
Susan
Logan

TBD

Setup: Jeff Loomis;
Servers: Jeff Loomis,
Chris Ward, Andy Hitt,
Jack Koon, Daniel
David
Bobby Wise Spidle, Rob Shepherd Prussia

Rachel
Evans,
Thomas
Stone

Josh
Byerly

Steven
Krestchmar,
Danny
Deardorff

Sean
Ellsworth Andy Hitt

Coffee

Setup: Jeff Loomis;
Servers: Jeff Loomis,
Chris Ward, Andy Hitt,
Steve &
Jack Koon, Daniel
Brad
Maggie
Spidle, Rob Shepherd Brookshire Carr
Setup: Jeff Loomis;
Servers: Jeff Loomis,
Chris Ward, Andy Hitt,
Jack Koon, Daniel
Nathan
Spidle, Rob Shepherd Grout

Nathan
and
Donna
Grout

Volunteers, “Thank You” for your willingness to serve! For schedule changes, please contact the schedule
coordinator directly or email the church office at newcovpres@gmail.com, or by phone at (912) 312-5051.
Sunday School Nursery: Anna Batzig
Music Team & Sound Techs: Travis Peacock
Nursery Welcome: Anna Batzig
Church Set-up Crew: Terry Logan
Nursery Crawlers & Walkers: Anna Batzig
Lord’s Supper Setup & Servers: Jeff Loomis
Children’s Sunday School: Meghan Prussia
Ushers: Chris Ward
Visitor Welcome: Rob Shepherd
Coffee: Maggie Carr
Morning Greeters: Rob Shepherd
Please try not to make any swaps with other serving volunteers without first contacting the coordinator for approval. This will
help avoid any overlap of assignment for individuals. Also, any possible advanced notice is greatly appreciated. Thanks again!
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~ Mission to Slovakia ~

Sunday, Oct. 8th during the morning Sunday School hour, New Covenant
Presbyterian Church was honored to have a special presentation from John and
Kathy Lesondak, parents of Ethan Lesondak. The Lesondaks have been
missionaries overseas for nearly forty years, having spent the last 20 years in
Slovakia with Mission to the World (MTW). They shared with us about their
work and encouraged our faith as we continue to learn about how God is
building His church in Slovakia. The Lesondaks’ missionary calling began in
1980 when God called them to serve in the Seychelles Islands. Initially John was
asked to use his gifts in ceramics while teaching Bible studies in the evenings.
God graciously used John and Kathy to help plant a church, which grew out of
their fellowship with national believers. Over the next 30 years God allowed
them to raise six children while serving Him in various countries including
Kenya, the Czech Republic, and beginning in 1997, Slovakia. John and Kathy
are currently serving in the second-largest city in Slovakia: Kosice. Specifically, they aim to help launch a churchplanting movement. Their ministry involves working with the poor, as well as working alongside a local
denomination to help plant churches that are grounded on the Word of God.
https://www.mtw.org/missionaries/details/john-and-kathy-lesondak

~ Mission to Congo~

Oct. 26, 2017
Dear Church Friends,

Greetings from the heart of Africa. Today we have internet. PTL!
Our house is 38 steps north of the equator in Mbandaka. If I walk
38 steps south of our house, my GPS says I am in the southern
hemisphere. My life is lived in two hemispheres. Just some fun
facts for a rainy day. We are so thankful for our relationship with
you. Each morning, we pray a Bible verse for you all from our daily
Bible reading. We are currently in the Psalms. PRAY! Thomas,
who works with us as a Congolese missionary, was hit by a
motorcycle last week. He has some bruises and we think some
cracked ribs. Please pray for his recovery. Also, we praise God for
growth at the Training Center in the Bible classes, English classes, Computer classes and the Teacher Training
classes. Pray for fruitful labor.
Trusting God, Ron & Doris
http://www.redemptionworksint.org/
“For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, Fear not, I am the one who helps YOU."

2017 FINANCIAL UPDATE
MONTHLY GIVING
January.……….…………………………………………....………………....…...
February.……….……………………………….…....…………………………….
March…………………………………………………………………….……………$36,199
April……………………………………………………………………….…………..$33,493
May…………………………………………………………………………………….$20,519
June………………………………………………………………………….………..$27,983
July…………………………………………………………………………………….$28,614
August………………………………………………………………………………..$25,011
September…………………………………………………………………………..$22,893
October……………………………………………………………………………….$36,924
2017 YTD Giving $291,033

