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WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
One of the downsides of living in the technological age is that we are constantly
overwhelmed with what we allow to stream into our minds and hearts from our
newsfeeds, social media debates, conversations about world affairs, social agendas,
personal opinions and every sort of religious and political ideology. All of this, in turn,
has the propensity to animate anxiety, depression, fear, anger, hatred and misplaced
zeal in our hearts. People are crying out for change without recognizing that there is only
one remedy for all of the social ills--and for the burdens of our own lives.
J.C. Ryle, the great 19th Century Anglican Calvinistic pastor/theologian, would walk to
the window of his study every morning, and--looking up--would say, "Maybe today,
Lord, maybe today!" Ryle was longing for the coming of Christ. This is one of the
definitive marks of every true believer. The Apostle Paul declared that his greatest inner
desire was "to depart and be with Christ" (Phil. 1:23). The better part of the New
Testament focus on the return of Christ; and, in doing so, links our sanctification in the
present to the hope we have of His coming in the future. In short, this teaches us that
our actions are directly correlated to the hope that we have in our hearts to see Christ
and to be with Him.
When the Apostles wrote to the members of the fledgling churches of the New
Testament, they held out the hope of Christ's second coming in order to stir up in them
hope and holiness. Here are a few examples:
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"Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself" (Phil. 3:20-21).
• "Waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as
they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you are
waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at
peace" (2 Peter. 3:12-14).
• "We are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as
He is" (1 John 3:2).
• "Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness
and to purify for Himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for
good works" (Titus 2:13-14).
• "Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him"
(Heb. 9:28).
• "We wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies" (Rom.
8:23).
• "Through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of
righteousness" (Gal. 5:5).
• "There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have
loved His appearing" (2 Tim. 4:8).
• "Now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming" (1 John 2:28).
• "Keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Tim. 6:14).
• "I give thanks to my God always for you because...you wait for the revealing of
our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Tim. 1:4-7).
• "They themselves report...how you turned to God from idols to serve the living
and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. 1:9-10).
•

The passages above suffice to show that the believer's heart is to be wholly set on the
hope of the coming of Christ and the consummation. When we do so, we will discover
that we want to conform our affections and actions to that hope. The Apostles did not
speak about the eschaton in order to stir up intellectual speculations or preoccupation
with current events. Instead, they appealed to the reality of the second coming of Christ
in order to help the believer settle his or her heart in the distresses and anxieties of the
present evil age and to stir up holiness in his or her life.
Ryle, in his sermon, "Are You Looking?" wrote:
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"What will you get by looking forward to Jesus coming again? You will get that
which is the best remedy against disquiet and depression,--hope shed abroad in
your heart about things to come. When the minds of others are cast down with
perplexity, you will feel able to lift up your head and rejoice; when all around
seems dark and gloomy, you will see light, and be able to wait patiently for better
days.
Few things are so remarkable in the present time as the universal anxiety and
suspense about the future. On all sides, and among all classes, you hear of want of
confidence and gloomy forebodings of coming evil; Church and State alike seem
shaken to their foundations: no one seems to know what to expect next. On one
thing alone men seem agreed: they look forward with more fear than hope to the
future. Governments seem afraid of their subjects, and subjects seem to have no
confidence in their Governments; the rich seem unable to satisfy the poor, and the
poor seem unable to trust the rich. On all sides you hear of restlessness, anarchy,
lawlessness, disquiet, envy, jealousy, distrust, suspicion, and discontent. The
cement seems to have fallen out of the walls of society: the bands which kept
nations together seem to be decaying, snapping, and giving way. One might think
that the devil was putting forth special efforts, and allowed to have special power...
The Christian's expectation is wholly fixed on Christ's second coming and reign.
This is the great event to which he is continually looking forward; this is "the
blessed hope" that sustains him, and makes him calm amidst confusion. His eye is
steadily fixed on his Savior's return. In the darkest hour he does not despair: "Yet a
little while," he says, "and He who is coming will come, and will not delay" (Heb.
10:37).
From the bottom of my soul I pity those who look for the perfecting of the Church
or the world by any existing agencies. I pity politicians who dream that any
reforms will ever pacify and content mankind; I pity Christians who dream that
missionary societies will gradually regenerate the nations, and fill the earth with
true religion, till it silently and gently blooms into a state of perfection. Both
parties are sowing for themselves bitter disappointment: they might as well expect
grapes from thorns or figs from thistles. The only comfortable stand-point in
looking into the future, is that which is occupied by the Christian who fixes his
hope on the second advent of Jesus Christ."
As we consider our own lives and actions--in light of this world and the current cultural
climate in which we live--we must constantly ask ourselves the question, "Where am I
placing my hope?" I am certain that if we answer this question honestly, we will uncover
something of a recurrent deficiency in our souls. We must then turn back to Scripture in
order to again discover the promise of the coming of Christ. As we do so, we will
undergo the spiritual realignment that we so desperately need in order to again live in
light of that hope. The coming of Christ is the great hope that God wants His people to
set their hearts upon as we make our way through the wilderness of this world.
By Rev. Nick Batzig
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Children's and Youth Sunday Ministry Update
Youth Fellowship
Since the start of this year David and I have had the joy of leading our Sunday evening children's
discipleship, "Youth Fellowship" twice a month. We structure our time by opening with games and a
review of the catechism or Bible comprehension then move into learning about a great hymn of the faith
and singing Bible songs. Following our time of praise we have a snack and then play an organized game
outside. Some of our students’ favorites include "Juggernaut", "kickball", "Jackpot" and "Spud". We are
sincerely grateful to everyone who has helped sit in and be an extra set of hands, provided snacks or
prayed for this ministry.
Hymns of the Month:
This year the children have learned the following hymns:
§ What a Friend we have in Jesus (February-March)
§ Fairest Lord Jesus (April)
§ How Great Thou Art (May)
§ Praise to the Lord, The Almighty (August)
§ Blessed Assurance (September)
"Teach Me To Worship" Sunday School Class:
Beginning in January of this year we introduced a new class for preschool-age students through 2nd
graders called "Teach Me to Worship". The curriculum follows the outline of a worship service and
teaches students about the various elements of worship each month. The course is designed for a full year,
and it is our hope to complete the study this year. Teachers and students alike have benefitted from the
study of worship of our great God.
Catechism Sunday School Class:
David Prussia has faithfully worked through the Westminster Shorter catechism this year. Our students
picked up where they left off in their study last year and learned catechisms 14-81 from the end of 2016
through 2017. It is our hope and prayer to complete our study of the shorter catechism this year and
create a plan to continue to teach through the entire catechism over the course of two years, teaching the
catechism every other quarter to our students.
Bible Verses:
Our students have diligently worked through verses in Galatians and Ephesians this year. The following is
a list of verses our students from third grade through twelfth grade were encouraged to learn. Preschool
aged students through second graders learned verses coinciding with the curriculum with their individual
teachers.
• Galatians 2:16
• Ephesians 1:5-6
• Galatians 2:20
• Ephesians 1:7-8
• Galatians 3: 13
• Ephesians 1:9-10
• Galatians 4:4-5
• Ephesians 1:11-12
• Galatians 5:16-17
• Ephesians 1:13-14
• Galatians 5:22-23
• Ephesians 1:16-17
• Ephesians 1:3-4
• Ephesians 1:18-19a
Students receive verse cards in Sunday school and anyone who can recite their verse on Sunday morning
in class receives a special prize.
For more information about the Children's Ministry please email Meghan Prussia
at Meghanprussia@gmail.com.
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~ Youth Group ~
New Covenant Youth Group is continuing to meet together with the First Presbyterian Church Youth
Group from Pooler, GA. We are currently in the process of securing a suitable location for a combined
Youth Group in Richmond Hill. We will announce that location as soon as we have finalized our plans.
This new combination Youth Group will work as follows:
On the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, the youth will meet at First Presbyterian Church in Pooler.
On the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, the youth will meet in Richmond Hill.
Here is the schedule for the combined youth group:
At the First Presbyterian Church in Pooler:
Oct. 4, 18; Nov. 1, 15; Dec. 6
Dinner at 6:00 and study from 6:45-8:00
At the New Covenant PCA in Richmond Hill church office:
Oct. 11, 25. Nov. 8, 22. (possibly) Dec. 13
Dinner at 6:00 and study from 6:45-8:00
For more information, please contact David Prussia at jdprussia@gmail.com

~ Congregational Life ~

~ Thank you everyone for your prayers! ~

Congratulations are in order as we
celebrate the birth of
Margaret Galbraith Neal
born to Bryan and Diana on
Thursday, September 7th, 2017
Weight 8.1 pounds and 20.5 inches

Congratulations are in order as we
celebrate the birth of
Jackson “Jack” Joel Byrd
born to Brad and Mary Pat on
Tuesday, September 26th, 2017
Weight 8 pounds, 3 oz, and 22 inches

Congratulations are in order as we
celebrate the baptism of
Zoe June Carr
daughter to Stephen and Maggie,
and big brother Ezra Stephen Carr
on Sunday, September 24th, 2017
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OCTOBER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
WEEKLY MEETINGS
· Adult Sunday School | Oct 1, 8, 15, 29 | 9:30 am | The adult Sunday school class will continue meeting in the worship room, studying
“The Promise Keeper: God of the Covenants,” a teaching series by R. C. Sproul, Ligonier Ministries.
· New Members Class | Oct 1, 8, 15, 29| 9:30 am | The New Members Class will continue to meet to learn about the church, church
membership, key doctrines, what New Covenant Presbyterian believes and practices, taught by Rev. Nick Batzig.
· Children’s Sunday School | Oct 1, 8, 15, 29 | 9:30 am | At the same time students meet for catechetical training, the preschool and
younger elementary students will meet up stairs for their Sunday School lesson. This quarter Preschool students age 3-5 and Younger
Elementary students grade K-2 will continue the "Teach Me To Worship" series they started in the beginning of the year. Parents are
encouraged to pick up their children from their classrooms immediately following Sunday school. For more information please email
Meghan Prussia at meghanprussia@gmail.com.
· Children’s Catechetical Training | Oct 1, 8, 15, 29 | 9:30 am | This quarter students grades 3 through 5 and grades 6 through 12 will
meet in separate classes to complete their study of the shorter catechism. Both classes will meet in the cafeteria for an introduction then
split for their study. For more information please email David Prussia at jdprussia@gmail.com.
· Sunday Worship | Oct 1, 8, 15, 29 | 10:30 am | Morning worship is at the City Center. Rev. Nick Batzig is currently teaching a series
called “Luke: The Sure Word”. See Special Events below for the Oct. 22 Sunday Worship service information.
· Men’s Breakfast and Book Study | Oct 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 | 6:00 am | The men will continue meeting at the Omelet Café in Richmond Hill
to begin “Let’s Study 2 Peter and Jude” by Mark Johnston. For more information contact Bobby Wise at bobbywise84@yahoo.com.
· Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study | Oct 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 | 10:00 am | Mothers of New Covenant who have young children will
work through “Instructing a Child’s Heart” by Tedd and Margy Tripp, meeting at the home of Laura Guenzel, for a time of discussion
and encouragement. Please contact Josie Lesondak at (423) 619-3516 or josiemarie7@gmail.com for more information.
· New Covenant University Fellowship | Oct 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 | 7:15 pm | NCUF will be continuing their study in “The Emmaus Sessions”
at the church plant resident’s house in the Southside. | For more information please email southsideplant@gmail.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
· Church-wide Cookout | Oct 1 | 4:30 pm | At the pavilion, J.F. Gregory Park in Richmond Hill | Come join us for an afternoon of
hamburgers, hotdogs, watermelon and fellowship, sponsored by New Covenant. Bring your favorite folding chair and enjoy the fun.
· Women’s Wednesday | Oct 4 | 6:15 pm | At the home of Michelle Shepherd | The women of New Covenant will meet for their monthly
Bible study and fellowship time. Dinner theme is Casserole Night. For more information please contact Michelle Shepherd at
michelle.shepherd23@gmail.com, (803) 448-3148
· Youth Group Bible Study | Oct 4, 11, 18, 25 | Dinner at 6:00 and study from 6:45-8:00 | The Youth Group will meet at First
Presbyterian Church in Pooler on Oct 4 & 18, and at NCP church office on Oct 11 & 25. For more information about the study or
upcoming events, please email David Prussia at jdprussia@gmail.com.
· Fellowship Groups | Oct 11, 18 | 6:30 pm | New Covenant Fellowship Groups meet at various locations on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday
each month. We are studying from Learning to Love the Psalms by Dr. W. Robert Godfrey.
· Men’s Leadership Initiative | Oct 15 | 5:00 pm | The men of New Covenant will meet for the continuation of “The Upper Room”, a
men’s leadership initiative that aims at the growth and development of emerging leaders (both officers and middle leadership) who
have the potential to influence others after having been called, equipped and coached.
· Women’s Bible Study | Oct 15 | 5:00 pm | The women of New Covenant will have the opportunity to meet together at the City Center
to work through a series from Matthew 5-7 on the Sermon on the Mount. Childcare will be provided. Contact Tonya Robinson at
tonya@tonyarobinson.com, (912) 445-1023, or Lisa Beth Smith at llsmith691@comcast.net, (912) 663-4868.
· Youth Fellowship | Oct 15 | 5:00 pm | The children and youth of New Covenant will meet for a time of learning about the great hymns
of our faith, singing praise, playing, and eating snacks. Youth will have an opportunity to serve the younger children in our church and
all involved will have the chance to grow in their knowledge and understanding of the great hymns of our faith.
· Midway Congregational Church Service | Oct 22 | | 10:30 am | New Covenant PCA will be holding a special worship service at the
historic Midway Congregational Church, 215 Martin Road in Midway, Georgia. Please plan to join us for this special service.
· Praise, Preaching and Prayer Meeting | Oct 29 | 5:00 pm | At the City Center in the back of J. F. Gregory Park.
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OCTOBER SERVICE SCHEDULE

Date

9:30
Sunday
School
Nursery

Nursery
10:30 Nursery
Welcome C: Crawlers
W:Walkers

9:30
Sunday
School

Visitor
Welcome

Morning
Greeters

Music Team

10/1/2017

Maggie
Carr, Lee
Ann Koon

Susan
Logan

C: Robyn
Kretschmar,
Susan Logan,
Ruth
Lehenbauer;
W: Anna Batzig,
Beth Wise

Sean &
Marissa
Ellsworth

Terry &
Susan
Logan

Donna
Garrett
Dasher, Avery Houghton
Koon, Emily
Mowry, Mike
Warnock, Rob
Shepherd,
Steve Carr

10/8/2017

Aubrey
Ward,
Donna
Walters

Eva Hall

C: Eva Hall,
Schaefer
McCary, Jesse
Spidle;
W: Jane Jones,
Amy Howell

David &
Meghan
Prussia, Griff
& Justine
Hogan,
Stephanie &
Cindy
Warnock,
Callie Oldham
(same team as
assigned on
October 1st)

Ethan &
Josie
Lesondak

Andy &
Vicki Hitt

Donna
David
Dasher.
Prussia
Maggie Carr,
Danielle
Peacock. John
Carr, Jesse
Spidle, Rob
Shepherd.
Ryan McCary

10/15/2017

Jane
Jones,
Josie
Lesondak

Donna
Walters

C:Avery Koon,
Paige Smola,
Donna Walters ;
W: Vicki Hitt,
Laura Guenzel

(same team as Chris &
assigned on
Aubrey
October 1st)
Ward

Jack & Lee
Ann Koon

10/22/2017

Midway
Midway
Service Service
no Sunday
School

Midway Service

Midway
Service

Steven &
Robyn
Kretschmar

10/29/2017

Amy
Howell,
Anna
Batzig

C: Josie
Lesondak,
Aubrey Ward,
Debbie Usher ;
W: Robyn
Kretschmar and
Lee Ann Koon

(same team as Bryan &
assigned on
Diana Neal
October 1st)

10/29/2017
Praise,
Preaching,
Prayer

Josie
Lesondak

Danielle
Peacock,
MIchelle
Shepherd

Jane Jones,
Cindy
Warnock

Sound
Techs

Set Up
Crew

Lord's Supper
Setup/ Servers

Ushers

Coffee

Terry
Setup: Michelle
Logan, Sean Shepherd;
Ellsworth
Servers: Peter
Martin, Chris
Ward, Terry
Logan, Steven
Kretschmar, Chris
Howell, Ethan
Lesondak
Bobby Wise (same team as
assigned on
October 1st)

David
Prussia

Rachel
Evans,
Thomas
Stone

Donna
Josh
Dasher. Emily Byerly
Mowry, Amy
Howell, Mike
Warnock, Rob
Shepherd,
Daniel Spidle

Jeff Loomis, (same team as
Chris Ward assigned on
October 1st)

Nathan
Grout

(TBD)

Danielle
Peacock,
Laura
Guenzel, Josh
Byerly, Jesse
Spidle, Rob
Shepherd,
Steve Carr
Donna
Dasher, Laura
Guenzel,
Emily Mowry,
Mike Warnoc,
Rob Shepherd,
Ryan McCary

David
Prussia,
Garrett
Houghton

Andy Hitt

(same team as
assigned on
October 1st)

Chris
Ward

Midway
Service

Josh
Byerly

Stephen
Krestchmar

(same team as
assigned on
October 1st)

Garrett
Houghton

Steve &
Maggie
Carr

Brad
Rodney
Brookshire & Soonja
Parkin

Maggie Carr,
Daniel
Anna Batzig,
Spidle
Mike
Warnock, Rob
Shepherd,
Travis Peacock

Volunteers, “thank you” for your willingness to serve! For schedule changes, contact the schedule coordinator:
Sunday School Nursery and Nursery Welcome: Anna Batzig, agbatzig@gmail.com, (912) 312-2204
Nursery Crawlers & Walkers: Anna Batzig, agbatzig@gmail.com, (912) 312-2204
Sunday School for the Children: Meghan Prussia, meghanprussia@gmail.com, (912) 507-1706
Visitor Welcome and Morning Greeters: Rob Shepherd, shep4real@gmail.com, (770) 617-3309
Music Team & Sound Techs: Travis Peacock, charleshaddon81@gmail.com, (912) 312-7671
Church Set-up Crew: Terry Logan, terry.logan@gmail.com, (912) 312-3319
Lord’s Supper Setup & Servers: Jeff Loomis, loomis.jeff@gmail.com, (904) 891-6772
Ushers: Chris Ward, ctopherward@gmail.com, (706) 302-1777
Coffee: Maggie Carr, southsideplant@gmail.com, (912) 661-4751
Please try not to make any swaps with other serving volunteers without first contacting the coordinator for approval. This will
help avoid any overlap of assignment for individuals. Also, any possible advanced notice is greatly appreciated. Thanks again!
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~ Mission to Congo ~

~ Sept. 25, 2017 email ~

Dear Church Family,
We are SO thankful…
1.

We completed the Farming God’s Way DVD series in French in spite of many challenges and long working
days in the recording studio in South Africa.

2. Our Team; Didier, Nsemi, JB and Jules took full responsibility to lead the work in Mbandaka while we
were away.
3. We will continue to work in Congo’s instability, as we trust God for wisdom.
4. Lillis, our oldest daughter, is cancer free and progressing with physical therapy and is back teaching music
at the International school in JoBurg.
5.

We know God sovereignly rules and reigns.We pray for each of you reading this email to have a thankful
heart. Thankfulness is a choice because complaining is our natural tendency.

Love and Blessings,
Doris (doris.weeks@gmail.com)
Mbandaka, D R Congo
Redemption Works International, Give via website http://www.redemptionworksint.org/

2017 FINANCIAL UPDATE
MONTHLY GIVING
January.……….…………………………………………....………………....…..
February.……….……………………………….…....……………………………
March…………………………………………………………………….…………..$37,285
April……………………………………………………………………….………….$34,546
May……………………………………………………………………………………$21,009
June………………………………………………………………………….……….$28,472
July……………………………………………………………………………………$29,488
August………………………………………………………………………………..$31,947
September…………………………………………………………………………..$18,115
2017 YTD Giving $262,704

Visit the church’s website at www.newcovpres.com. Follow us on the New Covenant Presbyterian Facebook page.
For more information, contact the church office at newcovpres@gmail.com, (912) 312-5051.

