
Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
(Translation by Henry Beveridge) 

Men’s Theology Study – February 3, 2021– 6:30 pm 
 
Book 1 – Chapter 18 – The Instrumentality of the Wicked Employed by God, While He Continues 
Free from Every Taint 
 
RC Sproul and God’s Will: https://youtu.be/Io376NWCAOA  
 

1. What are some distinctions or aspects of God’s will?  
2. How can Christians know God’s will?  
3. What do people often mean when they say they want to “know God’s will”?  
4. What is wrong with saying that God has a permissive will?  

 
Section 1: The carnal mind the source of the objections which are raised against the providence of 
God. A primary objection, making a distinction between the permission and the will of God, 
refuted. Angels and men, good and bad, do naught but what has been decreed by God.  
 

1. Does Calvin believe that God has a permissive will? Why or why not?  
 

 
2. In the case of Job’s suffering, what does Calvin infer was the role of God and of Satan?  

 
 

3. Read the following passages from Acts.  
a. Acts 2:23, “…this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.” 
 

b. Acts 3:14-15, 17-18, “But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for 
a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses…And now, brothers, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.”  

 
c. Acts 4:27-28, “…for truly in this city there were gathered together against your 

holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with 
the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had 
predestined to take place.”  

 
d. Who was responsible for the death of Jesus?  

 
 

4. What does Calvin say would be the case if God governed by “bare permission” instead of 
by providence? 
 



Section 2: All hidden movements directed to their end by the unseen but righteous instigation of 
God.  

1. To what does Calvin attribute even what we “conceive in our minds”?  
 
 

2. Does God desert the reprobate to be hardened by Satan? If not, what is Satan’s activity 
with the reprobate?  
 
 

3. For Calvin “…the will of God is said to be the cause of all things…” How is God’s will at 
work in the elect and reprobate? 
 
 

4. Those who disagree with Reformed theology will claim that it would be unfair for God to 
harden the reprobate. What does this position incorrectly presuppose about salvation and 
fairness?  

 
 
Section 3: Objections to this doctrine originate in a spirit of pride and blasphemy. Objection, that 
there must be two contrary wills in God, refuted. Why the one simple will of God seems to us as 
if it were manifold.   

1. The First Objection: if nothing happens without the will of God, then God must have two 
contrary wills—a will in which he secretly decrees his will, and a contrary will in which at 
time he openly forbids in the law what he has secretly decreed. If this were true, what is at 
stake?  

 
 
2. How does God’s will appear to us manifold and mysterious?  

 
 
Section 4: Objection, that God is the author of sin, refuted by examples. Augustine’s answer and 
admonition. 

1. The Second Objection: if God wills to use the agency of the wicked, governing their 
counsels and affections, then he’s the author of their sins and unjust in condemning their 
sinful actions. How is this objection answered by making a distinction between God’s will 
and precept?  
 
 

2. How do we know that wrestling with such weighty matters is not a trivial pursuit?    


