
Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
(Translation by Henry Beveridge) 

Men’s Theology Study – March 3, 2021– 6:30 pm 
 
Book 1 – Of the knowledge of God the Redeemer, in Christ, as first manifested to the fathers, 
under the law, and thereafter to us under the gospel.  
 
Chapter 2 – Man Now Deprived of Freedom of Will, and Miserably Enslaved  
 
Discussion Video: https://youtu.be/kWGIk8ohWUc  

1. How does Rohr redefine sin?  
 

2. Am I responsible for the sins I commit? Why or why not?   
 

3. How does he deny the doctrine of total depravity?  
 

4. Why does he say we should be thankful for our “wounds”?  
 

Section 1: Two Obstacles for Developing a Theology of Total Depravity: Sloth and Pride 
Section 1: What does Calvin want to show about the goodness of man to keep him from sloth and 
pride?  
 

Sections 2-9: Overview of Free Will in Philosophy and Theology 
Section 2: Philosophy teaches the faculties of man are the intellect, the sense, and the appetite (aka 
the will). Intellect has reasoning abilities but is led away by sense into error and delusion. The will 
sits between the two and is possessed of full power and freedom to obey the intellect or yield to 
the sense.  
 
Section 3: What does philosophy teach is sufficient for right behavior? What does the will need to 
follow?  
 
Section 4: Calvin condemns theologians for agreeing too much with philosophy’s teaching on free 
will for two reasons: first, “jeers of the philosophers with whom they were disputing,” and second, 
“furnish the flesh…with a new pretext for sloth.”  

• How does he say they went too far astray in the effects of sin?  
 
Section 6: For Calvin, “…free will does not enable any man to perform good works, unless he is 
assisted by grace; indeed, the special grace which the elect alone receive through regeneration.” 

• Why does he object to the division of operating grace and co-operating grace?  
  

Sections 10-27: The Doctrine of Total Depravity 
Section 10: What is the Bible’s view of mankind taking confidence in his own virtue?  
 
Section 11: What is true humility? How is Scripture like a faithful mirror?  
 



Sections 12-17: Calvin says the soul is divided into two parts: the intellect and the will. Both are 
affected by sin, but the intellect still has some intelligence of earthly things, such as… 

• “…a desire of investigating truth…love of truth (s. 12).” 
• “…every individual understands how human societies must be regulated by laws, and also 

is able to comprehend the principles of those laws (s. 13).” 
• The manual and liberal arts (s. 14).  
• As Christians, we should avail ourselves to the gifts of God even in the “ungodly in physics, 

dialectics, mathematics, and others similar sciences (s. 16).”  
• Nevertheless, all that is true, beneficial, and good to be discovered by the intelligence of 

earthly things are traced back to God.  
o “…we cannot read the writings of the ancients on these subjects without the highest 

admiration; an admiration which their excellence will not allow us to withhold. But 
shall we deem anything to be noble and praiseworthy, without tracing it to the hand 
of God (s. 15)?” 

o “…whatever we retain ought justly to be ascribed to divine indulgence. Had God 
not so spared us, our revolt would have carried along with it the entire destruction 
of nature…. Still, in this diversity we can trace some remains of the divine image 
distinguishing the whole human race from other creatures (s. 17).”  
 

Sections 18-25: The intellect has some intelligence of earthly things, but not of heavenly things 
(aka the kingdom of God and spiritual discernments). 

• Section 18: Spiritual discernments relate to what three areas? What vision do men have to 
see them?  
 

• Sections 19-21: To be in darkness means to be “void of all power of spiritual intelligence.” 
What is necessary for “spiritual intelligence?” Can you give some biblical examples?  

 
• Section 22: What is the end, or purpose, of the knowledge of the law? As a result, what 

can mankind not claim about the sins they have committed?  
 

• Section 25: Why don’t all sins (granted many do!) proceed from preconceived gravity and 
malice? 
   

Sections 26-27: In addition to sin corrupting the intellect, it also corrupts the will. The intellect 
distinguishes between objects, but the will chooses and follows what the intellect declares good, 
or rejects and shuns what it declares bad (Institutes, 1. 15. 7).  

• Section 26: Calvin takes on the argument that maybe the will is not corrupted by sin, 
because mankind still does good. His response is that even animals by their instinct follow 
what is for their good according to their appetites. The question should be, “Does man, 
after determining by right reason (do) what is good, choose what he thus knows, and pursue 
what he thus chooses?” What is his answer?  
 

• Section 27: Can the soul will itself to good?  


