
Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
(Translation by Henry Beveridge) 

Men’s Theology Study – March 17, 2021– 6:30 pm 
 
Book 2 – Of the knowledge of God the Redeemer, in Christ, as first manifested to the fathers, 
under the law, and thereafter to us under the gospel.  
 
Chapter 3 – Everything Proceeding from the Corrupt Nature of Man Damnable 
 
Discussion Video: https://youtu.be/1Ss2tOplMWs  
 
Sections 1-2: No Integrity, No Knowledge or Fear of God Found in Man 
 Section 1: The Intellect and Will Are Corrupt 

• What are some Scriptures that attest to the doctrine that mankind is not merely corrupt 
in his will, but in his whole person (i.e., intellect and will)?  

 Section 2: The Heart is Corrupt 
• In what two ways does Romans 3:10-18 strip man of his pride?   

 
Sections 3-4: The Fallacy of the Virtuous Heathen and the Source of Virtue   

• Some will contend that mankind is not fully corrupt by pointing to a virtuous heathen, 
a person who has conducted themselves with virtue and honor all their lives. Calvin 
explains this is a fallacy because:  
o “…(God) lays them under such restraint as may prevent them from breaking forth 

to a degree incompatible with the preservation of the established order of things 
(p. 179).” 

o “…God, by his providence, curbs the perverseness of nature, preventing it from 
breaking forth into action, yet without rendering it inwardly pure (p. 180).” 

o “Still, the surest and easiest answer to the objection is, that those are not common 
endowments of nature, but special gifts of God, which he distributes in diverse 
forms, and, in a definite measure, to men otherwise profane (p. 180).” 

• What does Calvin conclude about these virtues and the judgment seat of God?      
 
Section 5: The Kind of Will That Remains in Man 

• “Man, since he was corrupted by the fall, sins not forced or unwilling, but voluntarily, 
by a most forward bias of the mind; not by violent compulsion, or external force, but 
by the movement of his own passion; and yet such is the depravity of his nature, that 
he cannot move and act except in the direction of evil (p. 181).” 

• How is it that an unconverted person is both “bond and free” to sin?   
 

• Why is Calvin so careful to place is doctrinal system within Augustine’s?  
 
Section 6: The Remedy and the Cure 

• What is God’s “good work” of love to convert the sinner’s heart?  
• Does God abolish our will, dragging us kicking and screaming, unto salvation?  

 
Sections 7-12: Neo-Pelagianism on the Will, Perseverance, and Co-Operating Grace 



 Section 7: Salvation is Monergistic, not Synergistic  
• Semi/Neo-Pelagianism teaches that salvation is synergistic, a cooperation with human 

will; God’s grace acting upon the will, but human will doing a part by accompanying 
grace. How does this rob God of glory in salvation?   
 

• According to Calvin, in what two ways does the Lord act on the will for salvation?   
 

Sections 8-9: Grace Itself Produces Will 
• Some will contend that grace can do nothing without the will, nor the will without 

grace. Calvin responds to this objection in a few ways:  
o A right will comes from God’s good pleasure in election.  
o A right will is of faith, and faith is a free gift of God, by his grace.  
o Therefore, “nothing good can proceed from our will until it be formed again, and 

that after it is formed again insofar as it is good, it is of God, and not of us.”  
• Calvin not only sees grace at work in conversion, but also in perseverance. How is 

grace at work in perseverance, even to the end?  
 
Section 10: God’s Grace is Efficacious 
• Some will claim that God’s grace acts to leave us the choice to obey or resist. What 

does it mean for God’s grace to be efficacious?  
 

• Read Ezekiel 11:19 and 36:26-27. What is the Spirit’s work in conversion? 
 

Section 11: Perseverance of the Saints 
• How is the doctrine of perseverance compromised when one believes we are saved by 

our own choice, or co-operate with God’s grace? How would it become meritorious?  
 

• How is perseverance a “multiplication of grace”?  
 
Sections 13-14: Augustinian Doctrine of Free Will 
 Section 13: Calvin Aligning Doctrinally with Augustine 

• Augustine’s context (5th c.) was combatting the heretical teachings of Pelagius. 
Pelagius attempted to combat antinomianism by teaching that man has the ability to 
obey God’s commands and can take the first and most important steps toward salvation 
on his own. God holds man responsible only for what he is able to do, and since God 
warns man to do good, he must have the ability to do the good that God commands. 

• Semi/Neo Pelagianism seeks a middle ground between the Augustinian and Pelagian 
views. It affirms that man is born in a state of sin and condemnation; the power of man 
is weakened because of sin and he is unable to resist sin; divine grace is necessary for 
conversion but men begin the work of seeking God; God assists men in their good 
endeavors; and accepting or rejecting the Gospel depends on the sinner…himself. So 
too his perseverance, which, even if truly regenerated, man can fall away and be lost. 

• According to Augustine and Calvin, how is grace more than a free offer of salvation?   
 Section 14: Summary of Augustine’s Doctrine of Free Will 

• Read Calvin’s summary of Augustine’s doctrine of free will. How does it provide you 
with a biblical view of salvation by grace?  


