
Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
(Translation by Henry Beveridge) 

Men’s Theology Study – April 7, 2021– 6:30 pm 
 
Book 2 – Of the knowledge of God the Redeemer, in Christ, as first manifested to the fathers, 
under the law, and thereafter to us under the gospel.  
 
Chapter 4 – How God Works in the Hearts of Men 
 
Discussion Video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0S_jNwZgvk 
 
 
Section I.  The Devil or Man’s Will 

 

• Can the Devil make someone do anything?  

• If God is providential in all that he does, then should the “blame” of tragic events be left 

at his feet? 

• What is the difference between God abandoning the reprobate, and God forcing the 

reprobate?  

 

Section II.  The Causation of Sin: Divine Operation or Divine Agency 

 

• What did the Chaldeans do in Job 1? 

• What was Satan’s role in what took place?  What was God’s role?  What was man’s role?  

• Why did this bad thing happen to the this “good man” Job?  

• What role did God, Satan, and Man play in WW2?  

 

Section III.  Old Guard vs. New Guard  

 

• What superstition was Augustine prone to fall privy to? 

• What does the word Prescience mean?  

• Does man give permission to God to work?  Have you heard this before? 

• What are ways that God works out his providence in the reprobate?  

 



Section IV. God Hardening the Heart 

• True or False:  The only way God works in the reprobate is by removing his hand of 

blessing and allowing the reprobate to do what he chooses to do.   Why did you answer 

this way? 

• Who is Sennacherib and what does he have to do with God’s judgement?  

Section V.  The Ministry of Satan Employed to Instigate the Reprobate  

• Was the spirit that troubled Saul anything like the Holy Spirit?  

• Who sent this evil spirit? 

• Will God cause people to believe a lie?  How will he do it? 

• What is God’s role in the life of those who believe a lie according to 2 Thessalonians 

2:11-12?  

Section VI.  The Good Within Mankind 

• Does man have it within himself to make the decision to choose Christ for salvation?  

• Does man have it within himself to make decisions that are good and NOT harmful for 

himself and his family?  

• Who is the primary cause in “good things” that happen to men?  

Section VII.  The General Rule 

• What’s the difference between man’s free will and God’s free will? 

Section VIII- The Free Will of Man 

• Does the outcome of man’s choices prove the existence of his free will? 

• How did Augustus Regulus die? 

 


