
Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
(Translation by Henry Beveridge) 

Men’s Theology Study – May 19, 2021– 6:30 pm 
 
Book 2 – Of the knowledge of God the Redeemer, in Christ, as first manifested to the fathers, 
under the law, and thereafter to us under the gospel.  
 
Discussion Video: https://youtu.be/NkWdMBQyVkc   
 
Chapter 6 – Redemption for Man Lost to Be Sought in Christ 
 
Section 1: The Necessity of a Redeemer 

1. What would have happened to humanity if the Fall had not occurred? “The natural course 
undoubtedly was, that the fabric of the world should be a school in which we might learn 
piety, and from it pass to eternal life and perfect felicity.” 

 
2. As a result of the Fall “we cannot, from a mere survey of the world, infer that he is a 

Father.” Furthermore, “Our minds are so blinded that they cannot perceive the truth, and 
all our senses are so corrupt that we wickedly rob God of his glory.”  

 
3. Therefore, we must have a mediator who can redeem us that we might become “sons of 

God” and be saved.  
 
Sections 2-3: The Covenantal Origins of the Mediator 

1. Was the work of Christ as mediator to redeem the church God’s plan B?  
 

2. Tracing the covenantal history of the mediator:  
a. The Purpose of the Abrahamic Covenant: “Now the promises were made to Abraham 

and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but 
referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ (Gal 3:16; see also Gen 22:17-
18).” 
i. The adoption of the chosen people depended on a mediator: “…he will give strength 

to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed” and “And I will raise up for myself a 
faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind (1 Sam 
2:10, 35).”  

 
b. The Purpose of the Davidic Covenant: “And your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever (2 Sam 7:16).” 
i. What are we to make of God’s promises to preserve David? “In fine, God, in thus 

preserving his church, intended that its security and salvation should depend on 
Christ as its head (2.6.2).” 

 
c. The Purpose of the Prophets  

i. “In fine, all the prophets, to show that God was placable, were always careful to 
bring forward the kingdom of David, on which redemption and eternal salvation 
depended (2.6.3).” 



ii. “…the only banner of salvation was, the exaltation of the family of David to regal 
splendor, as fulfilled in Christ (Ibid).”   

 
Section 4: Christ the Only Mediator 

1. What did God intend for the Jews by use of the covenants and the prophets?  
 

2. Christ is the end to which the covenants point. “…there is no saving knowledge of God 
without Christ, and that, consequently, from the beginning of the world Christ was held 
forth to all the elect as the object of their faith and confidence (2.6.4).”   

 
Chapter 7 – The Law Given, Not to Retain a People for Itself, but to Keep Alive the Hope of 
Salvation in Christ until His Advent 
 
Sections 1-2: The Law as a Schoolmaster 

1. What is the purpose of the Law? 
 

2. What conclusion does Calvin make about the ceremonies of the Law if they aren’t types 
and shadows of Christ?  

 
3. Calvin concludes, “…the law was not a stranger to Christ. Moses declared the end of the 

adoption of the Israelites to be, that they should be ‘a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation 
(Ex 19:6).’ This they could not attain, without a greater and more excellent atonement than 
the blood of beasts (2.7.1).” 

 
4. Read Galatians 3:19, 25. How is the Law like a schoolmaster?   

 
Sections 3-5: Conditional Promises of the Law 

1. What is the “weakness of the Law” described in section 3?  
 

2. Read Romans 8:1-8. What did God do that the Law could not?  
 

3. If the Law promises blessing for perfect obedience, and man is unable to perfectly keep the 
Law, is God “mocking” and “sporting” with us?  

 
4. Calvin wrote, “…if we go back to the remotest period, we shall not find a single saint who, 

clothed with a mortal body, ever attained to such perfection… (2.7.5)” In short, every 
person has broken the Law, and no one has attained perfect observance to it.  
• Why won’t we attain perfection in this life?  

 
• What are some Scriptures to support your view?  

 
5. Calvin adds that every person has “felt the power of concupiscence.” What is 

concupiscence? Is it sin? Does it differ from sin? 


