
Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
(Translation by Henry Beveridge) 

Men’s Theology Study – September 2, 2020 – 6:30 pm 
 
Book 1 – Chapter 9: All the Principles of Piety Subverted by Fanatics, Who Substitute Revelations 
for Scripture  
 
Chapter Summary: The Spirit’s activity with Scripture is not to bypass the written word for inner 
and personal revelation of doctrine, but rather to seal on our minds and effectually impress on our 
hearts God’s written word contained in the Bible. 
 
Discussion Question: Pastor Dana Coverstone is the Senior Pastor of Living Word Ministries in 
Burkesville, KY. His YouTube videos have been viewed by millions. The content? Prophetic 
dreams he claims to have received about the end times, COVID, and the election. How would you 
respond to the claim that the Holy Spirit is using him to speak to the church today?  
 
Section 1  
• Did the work of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 supplant the need for Scripture?  

 
 

• What proofs does Calvin provide against the view that the coming of the Spirit supplants 
Scripture?  

 
 

• If the work of the Spirit is “not to form new and un-heard-of revelations, or to coin a new form 
of doctrine,” what then is the Spirit’s work as it relates to Scripture?  

 
 
Section 2  
• In order to obtain any benefit from the Spirit, what two things must we “give diligent heed”?  

 
 

• Is it disgraceful to subject to Scripture what is claimed to be a genuine message of the Spirit?  
 
 
Section 3 
• What happens when the law is “dissevered from the grace of Christ?”  
 
 
• According to Calvin, how will we know if the Spirit has effectually impressed the Gospel on 

the heart?  
 
 
• What is the Spirit’s two-fold work with Scripture?  
 
 



Book 1 – Chapter 10: In Scripture, the True God Opposed, Exclusively, to All the Gods of the 
Heathen 
 
Chapter Summary: So far, Calvin has been taking us on a journey about the knowledge of God. 
God has revealed himself in the creation, but sin has corrupted our understanding of God; 
therefore, Scripture is necessary for us to have an objective knowledge of the true God. It begs the 
question then: Is Scripture trustworthy? Calvin’s answer is yes, and he spends several chapters 
proving the credibility and necessity of Scripture. In this chapter, he resumes his exploration of 
the knowledge of God and provides the reader an “index” to search the Scripture to attain a 
knowledge of God.  
 
Section 1  
• What is the sovereignty of God?  
 
 
 
• How does Calvin summarize the sovereignty of God revealed in Scripture (Hint: Last sentence 

of the paragraph)?  
 
 
 
Section 2  
• Discuss the attributes of God given by Moses in Exodus 34:6-7.  

 
 
 

• Discuss the attributes of God given by David in in Psalm 145.  
 
 
 
• What is the purpose of the knowledge of God revealed in Scripture and creation?  
 
 
 
Section 3 
• How do the heathens hold to the unity of God?  
 
 
 
• Why is mankind without excuse before God?   
 


