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THE JUDGMENT-MERCY 

OF GOD  

Whenever some particular natural disaster 
occurs–e.g. an earthquake, hurricane, 
Tsunami, etc.–a segment of Christians vocalize 
their opinion that the particular disaster was 
God’s specific judgment on a specific people for a specifically egregious sin. As soon as these opinions air 
they are jettisoned by a floodwater of retaliatory and equally impetuous statements of antipathy and 
contempt towards those who have spoken them. As opinions are brandished, indecisive bystanders feel 
compelled to choose between one of two polarized options–namely, that they must either (1) conclude 
that God sends every catastrophic natural disaster as a judgment on men and women for their 
wickedness, or (2) conclude that God would never does any such thing. There is a more theologically 
nuanced answer to this issue. We must acknowledge that the Scripture speaks to this issue, and that it 
does so in a multi-variegated manner. So what exactly does the Scripture teach about natural catastrophes 
and their relation to personal or communal sin? 
 
From Where Do Disasters Come? 

It’s interesting to note that even many of those who reject the Bible’s authority–and who sneer at those 
who appeal to its teaching on this subject–nevertheless tend to personify nature when natural disasters 
strike. This is, no doubt, due to the sensus divinitatis. There is, in every fallen image bearer, a remnant of 
a principle of justice–or of personal governance–at work in their conscience. All men know that there is a 
Creator–even though they constantly seek to suppress the truth about Him (Rom. 1:18-32). Instead of 
acknowledging God the Father as the ultimate efficient cause of all things–guiding all things for His own 
purposes–they attribute the efficient cause to “Mother Nature.” Secular commentators frequently employ 
such personification phraseology as, “Mother Nature is really upset” or “Mother Nature protects.” While 
unbelievers attribute the cause of natural disasters to “Mother Nature,” Scripture everywhere tells us that 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is sovereignly exercising His eternal will and power over all things. 
 
The Scriptures unapologetically teach that God sends judgments on people, nations and the world for 
sinful rebellion. We find this truth in the biblical account of the Flood, the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the Plagues of Egypt, the leprosy with which Miriam was struck for grumbling against Moses, 
the earthquake that Swallowed Dathan and Abithar for their rebellion against Moses (Num. 16:31), the 
Covenant curses given to Israel (Deut. 27-28), the storm that God sent because of Jonah’s rebellion 
(Jonah 1:4-9), the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (Matt. 24) as a response to the rejection of Christ 
and the teaching of the book of Revelation as to the perpetual nature-judgments of God that serve as 
trumpet blasts calling men to repentance throughout the New Covenant era. 
 
We would have to deny the clear teaching of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation if we were to say that 
disasters and affliction are not a direct response of God to the sin(s) of individuals or a collective group 
of people. However, we would have to deny the clear teaching of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation is 
we were to say that all disasters and afflictions are a direct response of God to the specific sin(s) of 
individuals or a collective group of people. We need to form a robust understanding of all of the biblical 
teaching on disasters in order to come to any appropriate conclusion about how we are to respond. 
 
God’s Multi-variegated Purposes  
 
In Job 37:11-13 we get one of the most profound insights into God’s will in sending natural disasters. 
Employing language that undoubtably has reference to a hurricane, Job declared: 
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11 Also with moisture He saturates the thick clouds; 
He scatters His bright clouds. 

12 And they swirl about, being turned by His guidance, 
That they may do whatever He commands them 

On the face of the whole earth. 
13 He causes it to come, 
Whether for correction, 

Or for His land,  
Or for mercy. 

 
Here we learn that there are multi-variegated purposes behind God’s sending natural disasters. 
Sometimes God sends them for correction, sometimes for His land and sometimes for mercy. This 
means that God may (and, as noted above, often does) send a natural disaster in order to chasten people 
and call them to repentance; or, it may mean that He is wanting to do something to provide for or alter the 
physical terrain; or, He may send one in order to provide mercy. This last rationale is the most difficult to 
understand. Does Job mean that God sends natural disasters to bring communities together and 
encourage care for one another in a way that was not seen before the disaster? Or, does it mean that God 
sends disasters so that it might be used in the conversion of one of His lost sheep? It may just mean both. 
Whatever we conclude about the last of these three reasons, of this much we can be sure of: God has a 
variety of reasons for sending natural disasters and judgment is mingled with mercy. 
 
Disasters and Self-Examination? 

 
We are still left with the question, ‘What ought our response to be when these disasters strike?”  This is 
not an easy question to answer.  If you asked Jonah why he thought that God sent the storm as he fled to 
Tarshish, he would tell you that it was because of his sin (Jonah 1:4-9, see esp. v. 12). Jonah’s conscience 
was plagued because of his rebellion. He knew that the storm was the chastisement that he deserved for 
running from the command of God. Jonah knew that the specific circumstance in which he found 
himself–coupled with the storm that came crashing down on the ship–was the reason why God cause the 
storm to arise. If you asked the men on the ship why God sent the storm–after the fact–they may very well 
have told you that it was so that they might come to know the true and living God. We are told that they 
sacrificed to and called on the God of Israel (Jonah 1:16). 
 
Surely, we should always examine our own consciences as to whether we are actively in rebellion against 
God whenever some affliction or disaster comes. We are often all too quick to write off any association 
between affliction/disaster and personal sin on account of the abuse of such teaching by Job’s friends (Job 
42:7-8) and on account of Jesus’ teaching about the man born blind (John 9:1-3). However, if we are in 
active rebellion and suffer some kind of physical affliction, we should never write it off as something that 
could never be related to our sin. James teaches this principle when he says: 
 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 
Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 
Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed” (James 5:14-16). 

 
James teaches that physical illness or some other form of affliction may actually be a consequence of 
personal sin. In addition to this passage, the apostle Paul teaches us that there were some in Corinth who 
were not “discerning the body” of Christ when they came to the Supper, and, therefore, “many…are weak, 
and sick and some had died” (1 Cor. 11:27-32). Paul clearly connects physical infirmity with personal sin 
in this place. 
 
Moving from individual to corporate sin and judgment, we have extremely clear examples strewn 
throughout the pages of Scripture. In the case of Sodom and Gomorra, the Plagues of Egypt, the Flood, 
the Exile of Israel and the Destruction of Jerusalem, God revealed that He sent these disaster-judgments 
in response to the rebellion of men. It may not have been the only reason why He sent them, but 
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Scripture declares it to have been the main reason. Even so, we must remember that these too were 
preceded by an offer of mercy. 
 
The “salvation through judgment” paradigm of Scripture, teaches us that with the natural disasters, 
plagues or temporal judgments which God sends there is a call for men to turn to Him and receive His 
grace and mercy. Even in Sodom and Gomorra, God is said to have placed righteous Lot in the city to be a 
light and a witness to God’s promised saving grace. The men of the city responded to Lot by rejecting the 
call to repentance, and the corresponding reception of God’s mercy, when they told him, “This one came 
in to stay here, and he keeps acting as a judge” (Gen. 19:9). When men harden their hearts and refuse 
to repent of their sin in order to receive the mercy of God they will reject God’s messengers whenever 
they are sent to warn of judgment as a call to mercy. It’s sadly true that there are wickedly self-righteous 
and hateful calls to repentance echoing out from certain professing Christians and churches; however, 
every call to repentance ought not to be categorized as self-righteous judgmentalism. Men are all too quick 
to categorize legitimate and compassionate and Gospel-fueled calls to repent as bigoted, hateful and un-
Christlike. The reality is, of course, that Jesus fell under such unjust condemnation for calling men to 
repentance (John 3:19-20). 
 
Perhaps the clearest connection between world-wide affliction and disasters in Scripture is found in the 
book of Revelation. In Rev. 16, we read about the 7 bowls of God’s judgment being poured out on the 
earth. When the Apostle John records the fourth and fifth bowl, he explained the outcome: 
 

8 “The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire. 9They 
were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. 
They did not repent and give him glory. 10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the 
beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish 11and 
cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.” 
 

In both case, there is a focus on the fact that men did not respond properly to the judgments that God was 
sending on the earth. There is almost an element of surprise when John writes, “people gnawed their 
tongues in anguish and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their 
deeds.” 
 
Of course, this is a general statement about the judgments that God sends on all men–not on 
individuals per se. Jesus taught this principle in his response to the news about Herod mingling the 
Galilean’s blood with their sacrifices (Luke 13:1-5): “Jesus answered, ‘Do you think that these Galileans 
were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way?  I tell you, no! But unless 
you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do 
you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you 
repent, you too will all perish.” 
 
While we must never assert that we know infallibly why this or that disaster has occurred, we can, at the 
very least, agree that a call to personal repentance is always in order in our lives. Such repentance entails a 
measure of honest self-examination. We cannot repent for our neighbors. We are not called to repent of 
the sin of those around us. We do not get to tell others who may have suffered from some disaster that 
they have sinned or that they need to repent of some particular sin(s). We all called to acknowledge and 
repent of our own sin. In order to do so, we must be willing to hold our lives and actions up to the scrutiny 
of God’s word. Thankfully, the Scriptures tell us that “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).” So, instead of speculating whether or not God has sent a disaster to 
such and such a place on account of particular sins of a particular people, we should ensure that we are 
repenting of our own sins whenever we hear of such disasters. In a fallen world, every disaster is, in one 
sense, a tiny foreshadowing of the wrath to come. The good news for sinners like us is that there is mercy 
in Christ for any who recognize their need for Him who gave Himself up for hell deserving sinners so that 
he might deliver them from the wrath to come. The eternal judgment of God that our sins deserve fell on 
Him so that we might be the recipients of God’s undeserved and unmerited mercy that he freely gives us 
by faith in Christ. 

By Rev. Nick Batzig  
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Children's and Youth Sunday Ministry Update 

 

Youth Fellowship 
 
Since the start of this year David and I have had the joy of leading our Sunday evening children's 
discipleship, "Youth Fellowship" twice a month. We structure our time by opening with games and a 
review of the catechism or Bible comprehension then move into learning about a great hymn of the faith 
and singing Bible songs. Following our time of praise, we have a snack and then play an organized game 
outside. Some of our students’ favorites include "Juggernaut", "kickball", "Jackpot" and "Spud".  We are 
sincerely grateful to everyone who has helped sit in and be an extra set of hands, provided snacks or 
prayed for this ministry. 
 
Hymns of the Month: 
This year the Youth Group Fellowship children have learned the following hymns: 

� What a Friend we have in Jesus (February-March) 
� Fairest Lord Jesus (April) 
� How Great Thou Art (May) 
� Praise to the Lord, The Almighty (August) 
� Blessed Assurance (September)  
� Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus (October) 
� Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus (November) 

"Teach Me to Worship" Sunday School Class: 
 
Beginning in January of this year we introduced a new class for preschool-age students through 2nd 
graders called "Teach Me to Worship". The curriculum follows the outline of a worship service and 
teaches students about the various elements of worship each month. The course is designed for a full year, 
and it is our hope to complete the study this year. Teachers and students alike have benefitted from the 
study of worship of our great God.   
 
Catechism Sunday School Class: 
 
David Prussia has faithfully worked through the Westminster Shorter catechism this year. Our students 
picked up where they left off in their study last year and learned catechisms 14-99 from the end of 2016 
through 2017. It is our hope and prayer to complete our study of the shorter catechism this year and 
create a plan to continue to teach through the entire catechism over the course of two years, teaching the 
catechism every other quarter to our students.   
 
Bible Verses:  
 
Our students have diligently worked through verses in Galatians and Ephesians this year. The following is 
a list of verses our students from third grade through twelfth grade were encouraged to learn. Preschool 
aged students through second graders learned verses coinciding with the curriculum with their individual 
teachers. 

• Galatians 2:16 

• Galatians 2:20 

• Galatians 3: 13 

• Galatians 4:4-5 

• Galatians 5:16-17 

• Galatians 5:22-23 

• Ephesians 1:3-4 

• Ephesians 1:5-6 

• Ephesians 1:7-8 

• Ephesians 1:9-10 

• Ephesians 1:11-12 

• Ephesians 1:13-14 

• Ephesians 1:16-17 

• Ephesians 1:18-19a 

• Ephesians 1:19b-20 

• Ephesians 1:21 

• Ephesians 1:22-23

 
Students receive verse cards in Sunday school and anyone who can recite their verse on Sunday morning 
in class receives a special prize.  

For more information about the Children’s Ministry, please email Meghan Prussia at 
newcovpres@gmail.com. 
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~ Youth Group ~ 
 

New Covenant Youth Group is continuing to meet together with the First Presbyterian Church Youth 
Group from Pooler, GA.  This new combination Youth Group will work as follows:  On the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of the month, the Youth will meet at First Presbyterian Church in Pooler.  On the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month, the Youth will meet in Richmond Hill at the church office. 
 

Here is the remaining 2017 schedule for the combined Youth Group: 
 

Christmas Party at the First Presbyterian Church in Pooler:  Dec. 6th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Bible Study at the New Covenant church office in Richmond Hill: Dec. 13th, Dinner at 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Roller Skating Event, Saturday, December 16th  
The Youth will meet at Sk8 City, 4 Towne Center Drive, Pooler, Georgia, beginning at 9:45 am.  
Admission is $5.00.  Skate is 10:00 – noon.  Youth will be transported via the church van to the 
Pooler Chick-fil-a for lunch.  Bring money for lunch.  Pick-up will be at the Chick-fil-a at 1:00 
pm.  If you are interested in participating in this fun event, please contact David Prussia 
at newcovpres@gmail.com before Dec. 16th. 
 

 

 

 

Covenant Care Adoption Agency's 8th Annual Trail of Hope 5K 

On Saturday morning, November 11th, the New Covenant Youth Group and church members volunteered 
at Covenant Care Adoption Agency’s 8th Annual Trail of Hope 5k at Skidaway Island State Park. Our 
students worked hard to set up water cups on the trail for runners and even passed out awards to tiny 
racers after the "Tot Trot" which is a short race for little ones under 5 years old. Several members came 
out on the freezing, Savannah Saturday morning to help set up the snack table which New Covenant was 
responsible for this year.  There were about 115 racers signed up this year to profit Covenant Care 
Adoptions, which is a non-profit, Christian adoption and counseling organization based primarily in 
Georgia. https://www.covenantcareadoptions.com.   
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~ Congregational Life ~ 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Thank you everyone for your prayers! ~ 

 

November 12, 2017 - Congratulations are in order as we celebrate New Covenant PCA New Members:  
 

Rachel Evans, Emily Mowry, Linda Byerly, Stephen & Katherine Lloyd, Ben Slay,  
Tom Dorsey, Carson Dorsey, Dawn Dorsey, Scott Dorsey (from left to right). 

 

Congratulations are in order as we 
celebrate the birth of  

Ellis Marshal Houghton  

born to Garrett and Lindsey  

on  

Thursday,  

November 30, 2017 

Weight 8 pounds, 12 ounces,  

and 21 inches long 
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Find us at www.newcovpres.com, email newcovpres@gmail.com, or call (912) 312-5051. 
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/churchinrichmondhillga/   

DECEMBER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
 
· Youth Group Bible Study | Dec 6, 13 | First Pres time: dinner at 6:00 and study from 6:45-8:00 pm; NCP office time: 6:30-8:00 pm | 
The Youth Group will meet at First Presbyterian Church in Pooler on (Wed) Dec. 6 for a Christmas Party.  They will meet at NCP church 
office on Wednesday, Dec. 13th at 6:30 for the last Bible Study of this year.  For more information about this study group or upcoming 
events, please email David Prussia at the church email. 
  
· Adult Sunday School | There is no scheduled Sunday School for the month of December | 9:30 am | The adult Sunday School class will 
take a break from meeting in the worship room during December. 
 
· Children’s Sunday School | There is no scheduled Children’s Sunday School for the month of December | 9:30 am | The Children’s 
Sunday School class will take a break from meeting during December.  The coordinator for the children is Meghan Prussia. 
 
· Children’s Catechetical Training | There is no scheduled Children’s Catechetical Training for the month of December | 9:30 am | The 
students grades 3 through 5 and grades 6 through 12 will not meet in December to study of the shorter catechism. David Prussia is the 
coordinator for this training. 
 
· Sunday Worship | Dec 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 | 10:30 am | Morning worship is at the City Center.  Sermon series is “Luke: The Sure Word”.   
 
 · Men’s Leadership Initiative | There is no evening activity during December | 5:00 pm | The men of New Covenant will not meet for 
the study of “The Upper Room”, a men’s leadership initiative that aims at the growth and development of emerging leaders (both 
officers and middle leadership) who have the potential to influence others after having been called, equipped and coached.  
 
· Women’s Bible Study | There is no evening activity during December | 5:00 pm | The women of New Covenant will not meet at the 
City Center during December. 
 
· Youth Fellowship | There is no evening activity during December | 5:00 pm | The children and youth of New Covenant will not meet in 
December. 
 
· New Covenant University Fellowship | Dec 5, 12 | 7:15 pm | NCUF will be continuing their study in “The Emmaus Sessions” at the 
church plant resident’s house in the Southside. | For more information please email southsideplant@gmail.com. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

· Women’s Wednesday | Dec 6 | 6:15 pm | At the home of Michelle Shepherd | The women of New Covenant will meet for their monthly 
Bible study and fellowship time. Dinner theme is Soups and Stews.  
 
· Tuesday Morning Women’s Book Study | Dec 5, 12, 19 (not 26) | 10:00 am | Mothers of New Covenant who have children will 
continue working through “Instructing a Child’s Heart” by Tedd and Margy Tripp. This book study is facilitated by Josie Lesondak and 
the ladies meet at the Guenzel’s home for a time of discussion and encouragement.   
 
· Fellowship Groups | Dec 13, 20 | 6:30 pm | New Covenant Fellowship Groups meet at various locations on the 2nd and 3rd 
Wednesday each month.  We are currently studying from Learning to Love the Psalms by Dr. W. Robert Godfrey.  This month the 
groups are covering lessons 6 and 7.  
 
· Youth Group Special Event | Dec 16 | 9:45 am – 1:00 pm | New Covenant Youth Group will meet at Sk8 City rink in Pooler at 9:45 am 
for a time of fun Roller Skating together.  Admission is $5.00 and skating will be from 10:00 – noon.  Afterwards, the Prussias will 
transport the Youth via the church van to the Pooler Chick-fil-a.  Bring money for lunch.  Pick-up is at 1:00 pm.  Contact David Prussia 
to let him if you plan to attend this event. 
 
· Lessons & Carols Evening Service | Dec 17 | 5:30 – 6:30 pm | New Covenant will hold its 4th annual Lessons & Carols candlelight 
service at the Richmond Hill City Center.  Invite a friend and join us for this special service. 
 
· Men’s Breakfast and Book Study | There will be no December study| 6:00 am | The men will not meet at the Omelet Café in Richmond 
Hill, but will take a break in December.  Beginning Tuesday, January 9, 2018, they will begin Let's Study Hebrews, by Hywel R. Jones.  
Facilitator is by Bobby Wise.  If you would like to join in on this study of Hebrews, contact the office to reserve your copy of this book. 
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Volunteers, “Thank You” for your willingness to serve!  For schedule changes, please contact the schedule 
coordinator directly or email the church office at newcovpres@gmail.com, or by phone at (912) 312-5051. 
 

Sunday School Nursery:  Anna Batzig 

Nursery Welcome:  Anna Batzig 

Nursery Crawlers & Walkers:  Anna Batzig 

Children’s Sunday School:  Meghan Prussia 

Visitor Welcome:  Rob Shepherd 

Morning Greeters:  Rob Shepherd 

Music Team & Sound Techs:  Travis Peacock 

Church Set-up Crew:  Terry Logan 

Lord’s Supper Setup & Servers:  Jeff Loomis 

Ushers:  Chris Ward 

Coffee:  Maggie Carr 

 

Please try not to make any swaps with other serving volunteers without first contacting the coordinator for approval.  This will 
help avoid any overlap of assignment for individuals.  Also, any possible advanced notice is greatly appreciated.  Thanks again! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 

2017 FINANCIAL UPDATE 

MONTHLY GIVING  

                   January.……….…………………………………………....………………....…...$31,789 

     February.……….……………………………….…....…………………………….$27,608 

     March…………………………………………………………………….……………$36,199 

     April……………………………………………………………………….…………..$33,493 

     May…………………………………………………………………………………….$20,519      

     June………………………………………………………………………….………..$27,983 

     July…………………………………………………………………………………….$28,614 

     August………………………………………………………………………………..$25,011 

     September…………………………………………………………………………..$22,893 

     October……………………………………………………………………………….$36,924 

     November……………………………………………………………………………$25,148  

 

    2017 YTD Giving $316,181 
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~ Mission to Congo~ 
Nov. 28, 2017 email: 
Dear Church Leaders,  
  
The Lord has opened doors and provided a platform for me to reach 
several hundred students at the Mbandaka Institute for Rural 
Development. I taught a course on “sustainable agriculture” using the 
principles of Farming God’s Way and the General Director and 
department head enthusiastically received it.  I will do the teaching 
and in-field training in February.  However, preparation for the 
practical training later involves making thermal compost for the most 
appropriate soil input for the training. This Saturday, December 2, I 
will teach the importance of compost and demonstrate how to build a thermal compost pile.  There will be 3 
classes totaling at least 150 students in attendance!  So please pray that as I teach the technical aspects of making 
compost, I will also clearly communicate the gospel; the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the need to be faithful with 
what He has given us.  During the Christmas break, Jean-Baptiste, who is on the farming team, will oversee and 
supervise the timely and proper turning of the pile so it will be ready for our training sessions. 
  
Thank you for your partnership in the gospel, 
Ron Weeks 
(Sent via Doris <doris.weeks@gmail.com>) 
 
Giving options: RedemptionWorks, International, P. O. Box 235764, Encinitas, CA  92023, 
http://www.redemptionworksint.org/  

 
“For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, Fear not, I am the One who helps you." 
 

~ Mission to Italy ~ 

Nov. 29, 2017 email: 
SUBJECT: Partner with Us to Spread the Word Far and Wide 
 
Dear Brethren, 
 
Help us to finish out our Scripture Calendar project. 
http://missiontoitaly.com/Scripture-calendars/ 
We would like to give out as many Scripture calendars as possible. We are 
almost at our minimum goal.  Thank you for your consideration and for your 
prayers! Let us diligently use the spiritual weapons that God has ordained.  
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Mike & Ivana Cuneo 
http://missiontoitaly.com/partner-with-us/ 
Mailing address: Mission to Italy, 109 Shetland Way, Greer, SC 29650 

 
http://missiontoitaly.com/Scripture-calendars/ Website excerpt: Each year we hand out Scripture calendars that 
provide a Scripture verse for each day. We are convinced that the Lord is sovereign in using His word to shine in 
the darkness. The sword of the Spirit is powerfully used by God to accomplish His purposes and to bring forth 
fruit to His glory. Why do we shy away from using such a powerful weapon? 
 
Isaiah 55:10-11:  
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return 
there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 

 


