P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h

Ephesians 3:14-21

“An Apostolic Prayer of Grace”

Rev. Nick Batzig

“God works in the lives of His people in the hidden and unseen ways. When it doesn’t look like God’s at work, be assured that He is at
work.” - Nick Batzig
A.

Why Paul Prays
1. Paul’s greatness is best understood through the knowledge that he was confined in chains
in prison. Though he was a prisoner, he was not confined to a prayerless life.
2. How Paul prays: After expounding on all of the blessings found in Christ, Paul prays. The
truths of God and Christ should also fuel our prayers. Fervent prayer happens when we are
bowed low. When we are frantic and struggling with sin, then our eyes are not fixed on Jesus
and the cross.
“The Gospel of grace produces in us a humility that causes us to bow down low.” - Sinclair Ferguson
“The more sanctified a person is the more heavily weighted his prayer time is in adoration.” - R.C. Sproul

B.	To Whom Paul Prays
1. Paul prays to God the Father in reverence and humility and in adoration of the adoption
we have in Christ. He is enamored by the idea of Sonship. When we stop thinking about God as
our Father then we’ll start thinking of Him as a harsh task master. We are all a part of the
family of God and have one Father over all.
C.	For What Paul Prays
“That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.” - Ephesians 3:16-19
1. Paul prays for strength. Believers can’t bear the experience of the glory of God on their
own, so the Spirit indwells us. He has to bear us up and strengthen us.
2. It should not be a rare thing to experience the power of God at work in our lives.
3. Why pray for strength? That Christ may dwell in your hearts. The great goal is to be
rooted in Christ.
4. Jesus’ love for His people is so great it’s hard for us to wrap our minds around it.
“He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”
Romans 8:32
5. Paul’s prayer is not all about how we benefit. God does all for His glory. The grace of
God is wide and deep and can always do deeper. It is shallow enough for the weakest believer
and deep enough for the strongest saint. We should pray Paul’s prayer for the people in the
congregation.

