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Keeping Short Accounts
Our family moved to St. Simons
Island, GA in 1989. I was 12 years
old. One of the first things that I
distinctly remember about that
beautiful, little secluded Island
was the fact that we could walk
into a store, write our name on a
ledger and walk out with just
about whatever we wanted in the
store. I remember my dad and
mom talking about needing to pay
off their account at the hardware
store every month. The owners
and my parents both wanted to keep "short accounts." It was a peculiar and fascinating experience for a
boy who moved there from a major city in which that would have never happened. The population of the
Island was small enough at that time for store owners to feel as if they could offer that service. Needless to
say, it didn't last long. Within a year or two, you could no longer do so. It is somewhat tragic that this
practice isn't part of our culture anymore, because it serves as an illustration of an important aspect of our
spiritual life. In the Christian life, we are--as the Puritans used to say--to "keep short accounts with God
and men." So, what do short accounts look like in the Christian life? Here are a few thoughts:
1. Confess Your Sins. Believers are people who confess their sin. That is part and parcel of what it
means to be a Christian. If a man or woman, boy or girl, never confesses their sin, they reveal that they do
not believe that they are sinners in need of a Savior. A true believer is one who has learned, by the work of
the Holy Spirit, to say, "Will you please forgive me?" This is true in the vertical dimension of our
relationship with God, first and foremost; and, it is true in the horizontal relationships we have with
others. If we don't confess our sin, we evidence that we are not sincere in our profession of faith in Christ.
We must first confess our sins to the Lord. We learn this from Psalm 51, where David prays, "Against You
and You only have I sinned" (Ps. 51:4). Even though David had sinned against Uriah, Bathsheba, both of
their families, his family and all of Israel, he viewed his sin, first and foremost, as that which he
committed against the Lord. It was sin because he broke
God's law. We too must first go to the Lord and then to others. When we go to others, but not to the Lord,
we functionally act like the man or woman who goes to the priest in the confessional but not to God in
heaven.
2. Confess Your Sins Particularly. The Westminster Confession of Faith has an intriguing statement
about this in its chapter on repentance, where we read, "Men ought not to content themselves with a
general repentance, but it is every man's duty to endeavor to repent of his particular sins, particularly"
(WCF 15.5). In short, we must never conclude that it is sufficient to confess that we are generally sinners
or that we have generally sinned. When we confess our sin to God and men, we are to confess our sins
specifically. We are to own the guilt of the particular sins that we have done. We are to examine our
actions against the Law of God (i.e. the Ten Commandments) and confess the particular ways in which we
have broken His law. My wife and I try to teach our boys to do this when they have sinned against one
another. We teach them not to say, "I'm sorry." Instead, we seek to teach them to say, "Will you please
forgive me for doing x, y or z." We also try to do so in our marriage. It is good for husbands to ask their
wives to forgive them for sinful anger, for lack of gentleness, for lack of understanding, for pride, for
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laziness, for indifference, etc. Likewise, it is good for a wife to ask her husband to forgive her for all the
ways that she has specifically failed to obey the Lord in her relation to him. Likewise, members of the
church need to learn to confess particular sins to one another. When one member of the church has
sinned against another, he or she needs to go to the offended party and seek out their forgiveness for what
they have specifically done wrong. Sadly, this occurs quite infrequently in the family, in marriages and in
the church.
3. Confess Your Sins Quickly. One of the sure signs that there is something out of alignment in your
soul is that you do not go to the Lord and confess your sins as soon as you recognize that you have sinned
against Him. Pride keeps us from uninhibited confession of sin. The same is true with regard to our
relation to others. Like the disciples in the Garden, our flesh would rather sleep than engage in the
spiritual work of prayer...especially when we have sinned. The Apostle Paul warned believers not to "let
the sun go down" on sinful anger, because Satan will most certainly get a foothold in our relationships
when we do so. We must learn to confess our sins quickly.
4. Confess Your Sins Continually. We must continually go to God and men in confession and
contrition. We must resist the temptation to give into sin and stop confessing it. Confessing and seeking to
forsake sin is one of the means of Christian growth in grace. When we stop doing so, we have begun the
first step toward backsliding or apostasy. It doesn't matter how many times we may fall into the same sin,
we must go back to the Lord and back to those against whom we have sinned in order to seek our
forgiveness. The Proverbs tell us, "The righteous falls seven times and rises again" (Prov. 24:16). When
Simon Peter asked Jesus if he should forgive his brother seven times, Jesus told him to do so seventy
times seven (Matt. 18:22) This means that we should repeatedly confess our sins to God and men--no
matter how many times we have sinned.
5. Approach Others When Sinned Against. Part of keeping short accounts with others is going to
them when you believe that they have sinned against you. Jesus taught us to do so when he said, "If your
brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother" (Matt. 18:15). It is just as much our responsibility to humbly and forthrightly
address what we believe to be the spiritual debt of others to us as it is for them to come to us and confess
their sin. This has got to be one of the least practiced, yet most important, parts of the Christian life. In a
culture that essentially says, "Live and let live," believers need to learn what it means to go to and lovingly
confront a brother or sister when they believe that he or she has personally sinned against them. Often,
one believer is oblivious to the fact that he or she has sinned against another. Telling a brother or sister
your fault is part of helping them keep short accounts with God and men.
6. Forgive Others Indiscriminately. We must guard against only forgiving those we like. To do so
would be to show affinity not forgiveness. No matter who comes to us and asks us to forgive them, we are
to stand ready to extend the forgiveness for which they are coming. We have no right to hold faults over
the heads of those who have come to us because we don't like their personality. I have seen some of the
roughest of persons come to a place of deep brokenness over their sins--only to hear those they have
sinned against criticize them for that roughness. We are not called to only forgive our friends. We are
called to forgive any who repent and seek that forgiveness from us.
7. Forgive Others Continually. As noted above, Jesus taught us to forgive and unlimited number of
times (i.e. the sense of "seventy times seven"). We are all ready to write others off when they sin against us
a certain number of times. One of my friends often reminds me that most relationships--because of the
self-righteousness in our hearts--can only handle one or two offenses. However, when we remember how
much God has forgiven us, how can we not repeatedly forgive others. If we set a certain limit on how
much we forgive others, we are in danger of having God hold our offenses against us. The parable of the
two debtors (Luke 7:36-50) is a frightening indictment against those who do so. This does not mean that
there will not be consequences for those who continually sin against another. A husband who continually
cheats on his wife is most certainly subject to her executing her God-given right to divorce him. However,
she must repeatedly and continually forgive him of his sin if he repents, just as God does for us in Christ.
-Rev. Nick Batzig

NEW COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN NEWSLETTER 2017

PAGE 3

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
WEEKLY MEETINGS
• Adult Sunday School | February 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 AM | The adult Sunday school class will continue meeting in
the worship room.
• Children’s Worship Training | February 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 AM | At the same time students meet for catechetical
training, preschool and younger elementary students will meet upstairs for worship training using the PCA’s
Committee on Discipleship Ministry’s curriculum. Students will continue to learn about the several elements of
worship during the Sunday school hour. Parents are encouraged to pick up their children from their classrooms
immediately following Sunday school. For more information please email the church office at
newcovpres@gmail.com.
• Children’s Catechetical Training | February 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 AM | The Catechetical Training class for the older
elementary students and the youth group will continue meeting in the cafeteria. For more information please email
the church office at newcovpres@gmail.com
• Men’s Breakfast and Book Study | February 7, 14, 21, 28 | 6:00 AM | The men will continue meeting at the
Omelet Café in Richmond Hill to study “Let’s Study John” by Mark Johnston. For more information or to join this
study please contact Bobby Wise at bobbywise84@yahoo.com.
• Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study | February 7, 14, 21, 28 | 10 AM -12 PM | The women of New Covenant
who have young children will meet at the home of Kim Crist to begin to work through Gloria Furman’s “Treasuring
Christ When Your Hands Are Full” every Tuesday in February. They will cover a chapter, with discussion and prayer.
Children are welcomed to be at the house during the study; Please contact Kim at kmesser042681@yahoo.com or
540-250-3084 if you’d like to be a part! Kim has extra copies of the book. We can also order more as needed. Feel free
to bring a lunch if it will fit with your children’s nap schedule.
• New Covenant University Fellowship | Tuesdays in February | 7:15 PM | NCUF will continue their study of the
book of Colossians at the church plant resident’s house in the Southside | For more information please email Maggie
Carr at southsideplant@gmail.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
• Women’s Wednesday | February 1 | 6:15 PM | At the home of Vickie Myers | The women of New Covenant will
meet for their monthly Bible study and fellowship time and continue their study of “None Like Him” with a review of
chapter 5 | The dinner theme is “Soup and Salad”. For more information please email Jane Jones at
jpostjones54@gmail.com.
• Men’s Leadership Initiative | February 5, 19 | 5:00 PM | The men of New Covenant will meet for the orientation
of “The Upper Room”, a men’s leadership initiative that aims at the growth and development of emerging leaders
(both officers and middle leadership) who have the potential to influence others after having been called, equipped
and coached.
• Women’s Bible Study | February 5, 19 | 5:00 pm | The women of New Covenant will have the opportunity to meet
together at the City Center to work through Jen Wilkins’ 9 week study on 1 Peter: “A Living Hope in Christ.” Childcare
will be provided.
• Youth Group Bible Study | February 8, 15 | 6:30 PM | The youth group will continue a study of God’s grace using
Great Commission Publication’s youth curriculum | For more information about the study or upcoming events please
email David Prussia at jdprussia@gmail.com.
• Fellowship Groups | February 8, 9, 15, 16 | 6:30 PM | New Covenant Fellowship groups will begin meeting at
various locations on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday and Thursday evening of each month. For more information please
email us at newcovpres@gmail.com.
• Dinner Clubs | February 12 | Time determined by each group | On the 2nd Sunday evening of the month families
will share a meal and fellowship. The Hospitality Committee is working with the staff to arrange the details of these
dinners. If you are a member of New Covenant, we will put you in the scheduled rotation unless you inform us that
you do not wish to participate in the dinners.
• Magnolia Manor | February 22 | 6:30 pm | We will meet with the residents of Magnolia Manor for a potluck dinner
and Bible Study on the last Wednesday of the month. Dinner theme is TBA. For more information please see Robyn
Kretschmar.
• Praise, Preaching and Prayer Meeting | February 26 | 5:00 pm | At the City Center in the back of J. F. Gregory
Park.
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FEBRUARY SERVICE SCHEDULE

Date

Sunday School
Nursery

Nursery

2/5/17

Donna Walters & Amy
Howell

Crawlers: Linda
Bergman and Cara
Mosier
Walkers: Maggie
Carr and Robyn K.

2/12/17

Mary Pat Byrd and Jane
Jones

Crawlers: Susan
Logan & Stephanie
Warnock
Walkers: Cindy
Warnock and Marissa
Ellsworth

2/19/17

Kim Crist and Schaeffer
McCary

Crawlers: Ashley
Cook and Kim Crist
Walkers: Beth Wise
and Josie Lesondak

2/26/17

Lee Ann Koon and Carrie
Brookshire

Crawlers: Mary Pat
Byrd & Schaeffer
McCary
Walkers: Katie Price
and Donna Grout

Nursery
Welcome/Floater

Visitor
Welcome

Morning
Greeters

Mike Bergman

Garrett and Lindsey
Houghton

Debbie Usher

Steve and Maggie Carr

Nathan and Donna
Grout

Ethan and Josie
Lesondak

Tom and Liz Warren

Bobby Wise

Brad Byrd

Danielle Peacock and
Michelle Shepherd

Jane Jones and Cindy
Warnock

Donna Walters and
Debbie Usher

2016 FINANCIAL UPDATE
MONTHLY GIVING
January.……….…………………………………………....………………....…..
February.……….…………………………………………....………………....…..
March………………….…………………………………………………….….…...
April………………….…….…………………………………….…………….….....
May………………….………………………………………………………….….....
June.……….…..…………...………………………………….………....…………
July…………….……………………………………….…….…...………………....
August………………………………………………………….….…...…………...
September….………………………………….……………………...…………...
October……………………………………………………………………..………..$
November…………………………………....………….…………………………...$25,049
December……………………………………………………………………………..$36,917
2016 YTD Giving $349,647
Average MTD Giving $29,137
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MISSIONARY UPDATE: THE WEEKS
January, 2016
Dear praying friends,
Thank you for your faithful support for us and the ministry of RedemptionWorks International in prayer and finances.
The year 2016 brought focus to the work in Mbandaka, D R Congo. When the Congo government did not renew the road
maintenance contract in April, Ron no longer needed to travel 50% of the time. It meant he could spend the majority of his time
focusing on the ministry at home.
As a reminder, RWI in Mbandaka has 4 branches of outreach:
1.
Bible instruction
a.
Ron meets with 5 men twice a week to study the Heidelberg catechism.
b.
Daily Bible study with the volunteers working with RWI.
2.
English Training Center
a.
1st & 2nd level English instruction
b.
Doris trains the teachers and develops the curriculum
3.
Computer Training Center
a.
Computer basics taught in French
4.
Agricultural Training Center
a.
Seminars to teach faithful stewardship of the land for maximum yield
b.
Focused training and follow-up to help individual farmers produce enough to feed their families and
generate a steady revenue stream.
Training Center Lessons:
•
Many want to learn English and computers, but poverty makes it difficult.
o
The $1/hr cost is a challenge for many of the students who are already struggling to pay their local
college fees.
Agriculture Center Lessons:
We are learning as we go with advice and direction from “Farming God’s Way” in South Africa.
•
2 growing seasons
o
Corn and rice
§
The first stand of corn was hit by too much water when the rains came; low yield.
§
The 2nd stand was very good but attacked by caterpillars.
§
The 1st rice yield was good, but small. Tremendous motivation to improve field conditions for
greater yield.
•
Multiple compost piles built
o
We use compost instead of inorganic fertilizers to improve the soil life. It’s catching on.
•
Cash crops/gardens – to supply the market in Mbandaka, population 1million.
o
Small gardens of scallions, peanuts, eggplant, tomatoes, etc. can provide a steady revenue stream for
the poor when they learn how to use small plots wisely.
•
Cocoa – grows well in our area and can be a source of revenue for the small farmer because of the growing
world demand for chocolate.
In October we started an English/Lingala fellowship that meets Sunday evenings to provide worship and Bible instruction.
Needs:
•
•

Finances for renovations at the Training Center; outdoor toilets, panels and batteries for solar bank, computers.
Double cab pickup for transport
Ron & Doris Weeks
If you would like to give to support Ron and Doris’ ministry you can visit their RWI website at
www.redemptionworksint.org/.

