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“By Faith, Not By Sight”
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“I gave up nothing; I received everything. I count it the highest honor that God confers on any man to call him to herald the gospel.” Martin Lloyd Jones
A.	Abram Worships the God of Promise
1. God called Abram-who was a wealthy man-to trust Him by calling him out of Egypt and
leading him and his family to the promised land.
2. Abram does not trust in his wealth. Instead he continually returns to the altar of the
Lord, showing his main commitment is to worship God.
3. Application: Do you trust God or your wealth? Are you a worshipper of God? Is worship your
main commitment?
”By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going.” - (Hebrews 11:8)
B.	Abram Has to Learn to Trust the God of Promise.
1. God teaches Abram to trust Him by sending trial after trial (i.e. division and quarrels
amongst the herdsman of Lot’s livestock and the herdsman of Abram’s livestock, Caananites
and Perizzites are dwelling in the land, wealth brings problems, etc.).
2. Abram lives by faith in the God of promise in a wicked world. Lot lives by sight. We should
strive to live like Abram, not like Lot.
3. Abram does the godly thing and defers when he and Lot need to separate and decide where
to dwell.
4. Lot is always looking for something better, journeys east and walks by sight.
5. Application: The world is watching. We should take the lowest place. Do you defer or
demand? Are your decisions driven by a desire to please the Lord or are they driven by a desire
to please yourself?
6. God’s hand of providence is revealed in separating Abram out, foreshadowing the separating
of the Lord Jesus.
“Just as Abraham suffered a death (Gem 12-13), resurrection (Gen. 14) and interceded for His brethren (Gen. 19) so
also the son of Abraham.” - Nick Batzig
C.

Abram’s Faith is Strengthened by Promise.
1. God restores us with His word and encourages us in the midst of trials.
2. We have inherited everything in Christ.
3. If we are Christ’s, then we are Abraham’s.
4. Abram was probably downcast, but he chose to worship. Continual worship marks the life of
a Christian.
5. Application: Are you being strengthened? Do you to continue to worship the Lord even in
the midst of trials? Are you trusting the Son of Abraham-i.e. Jesus Christ-and resting in Him
alone for salvation?

