P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h

“The Great Deliverance”

Genesis 14:1-17

Rev. Nick Batzig

“The great events going on in the world are not what we see on the news; the great events are what God is doing in building His church.” - Nick
Batzig
A.
The Fight of Faith
1. Abram trusts the Lord and worships though he’s met with trial after trial.
”They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way.” - Genesis 14:12
2. The nations in disarray take Lot with them.
3. In the first war recorded in scripture (i.e. Genesis 14:1-16) we see the tension between world and
world in addition to the tension between world and believer.
“Everybody has such pride that he will forget his place and even God Himself in order to ascend the ladder of self-interest.” - John Calvin
•
•
•
•

In opposition to the world which hates the world and loves itself, Abram is not driven by
self-interest. Instead he acts in dependenece on God.
God is teaching Abram that the life of faith is a life of spiritual warfare. At every turn in our
walk with the Lord we will come up against the world, the flesh and the devil.
This portion of scripture also portrays the tension between the world and the believer. God
is not only limiting and restricting the world but He is also chastening Lot.
“For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives.” - Hebrews 12:6

“As soon as we cast off the truth that God chastens whom He loves, then we are in the most dangerous place.” - Nick Batzig
•
•

God always chastens us to bring us back to Himself.
We also learn from this passage that every spiritual battle we face belongs to the Lord. Just
as God pares back Gideon’s army in Judges 7 from over 30,000 men to 300 and just as David
takes off his armor and refuses to use a sword to fight the great Goliath in 1 Samuel 17, so
God uses the small number of men, namely 318, to win this battle. Humanly speaking, there’s
no way Abram should have won this battle against the 9 fighting kings and their armies. This
just goes to prove that the battle truly is the Lord’s.
“The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but the victory belongs to the Lord.” - Proverbs 21:31

•

Any victories we have over the flesh must be won by Christ because “apart from [Him] [we] can
do nothing.” (John 15:5) We cannot overcome our sin on our own.
• Abram’s battle against the enemy is a forshadowing of Christ’s battle against sin. Abram is a
type of Jesus. By Himself Jesus goes to battle, not as a passive victim, but as an active warrior.
Jesus came conquering and to conquer. “He had by Himself purged our sins.” (Hebrews 1:3) He
took our chastisement.
4. Application: Are you driven by self-interest or do you depend on God? Are you being chastened? Do
you believe this chastening comes from the hand of your Heavenly Father and is His way of bringing you
back to Himself? Do you acknowledge any victories you have over the flesh as a work of Christ?
B.

The Contentment of Faith

“You know, if the world can say of us as believers, ‘Even he has his price, even she has her price,’ then God is not our Lord. Abram, having failed
in Genesis 13 comes through with flying colors in this battle of faith because he aligns himself with God, and he refuses to allow his heart to be
compromised by the possibility of taking the riches that this world can offer. And especially the wicked riches of Sodom. And he stands awaiting God
to be his reward. And he wants the world to know that it will be God’s glory when he is rewarded. That’s so important. Isn’t it interesting. Abram
stands here for the glory of God. He doesn’t take this because he doesn’t want God’s glory to be diminished when he receives his reward. But in the
end Abram’s concern for God’s glory is a blessing to him. Think about this: If Abram at the end of life had taken this spoil, or any of it, he could have
wondered if even the temporal blessings that he had were in some measure due to his own effort and due to the contribution of wicked men. But by
absolutely taking nothing. Abram could look back at the end of his life and know that not one shred of what he had came from anyone but the hand of
God. May God give us that kind of faith in the world where he has placed us.” - Ligon Duncon
1. God makes believers great. God must be the Lord of our lives. If we have faith toward Christ and
love toward the brethren then we will shine like Abram.
2. Application: In every victory over sin do you give the glory to God or claim it as your own? Are you
failing? There is mercy and grace in Jesus. Be strong in the grace of Christ.

