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“God works in the lives of His people in the hidden and unseen ways. When it doesn’t look like God’s at work, be assured that He is at work.” - Nick
Batzig
A.

Mediator of Grace
1. How significant is Melchizedek? He gets his own Psalm (Ps. 110) and 3 chapters in the book of
Hebrews. Although Genesis is a book of genealogies, Melchizedek is the only figure in the book
of Genesis who doesn’t have a geneaology. He is the Priest of God Most High. The fact that
Melchizedek shows up in the narrative of Abraham shows that even someone as great as Abraham needed
a mediator between him and God. He needed a priest just as we need a priest. Jesus is our Priest.
2. At the time of Abraham and Melchizedek no one was walking closely with God, yet God had His
people.
3. God works in the lives of His people in the hidden and unseen ways. When it doesn’t look like God’s
at work, be assured that He is at work. Whatever victories we have over the flesh or triumphs we have
over sin it is only by the grace of God.
4. “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human
being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” (1 Corinthians 1:26-31)

“So we see how God sometimes hid His church underground so that she could not be seen as far as human opinion is concerned. Some people thought
that the church had completely disappeared, but we observe how God protected a tiny seed.” - John Calvin
5. “The Lord says to my Lord” (Psalm 110:1) is the repeated refrain of Christology in the Old
Testament. The Father says to the Son “You are a priest according to the order of Melchizedek.” We
need a Priest like Melchizedek. All of the levitical priests and sacrifices pointed to Jesus. Unlike most
priests, Melchizedek doesn’t come with a sacrifice. Instead, he comes with bread and wine. What Abram
ought to think is that this one who came to bless him prefigures the Priest, Sacrifice and Redeeemer to
come.
6. Melchizedek’s titles typify someone great. He was Priest of God Most High and King of Salem (i.e.
King of Peace and King of Righteousness). We are enemies of God because we are full of sin and have
offended a holy God. We need a Priest and King like Melchizedek who can mediate on our behalf,
make peace with God and rule and reign righteously. In Psalm 85:10 the psalmist writes “Steadfast
love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.” This great meeting took place at
the cross. Christ bore the wrath we deserve for sin, offered up of Himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine
justice, reconciled us to God, and continually makes intercession for us. Jesus is not only our Priest
and King but he also holds the office of prophet. Just as Melchizedek was the only man able to hold
two great offices, Jesus is the only one who could hold all three offices.
7. Melchizedeck’s life also reflects something of the eternality of Christ. He has no father or
mother and seemingly shows up out of nowhere. We need an eternal Priest. We think we need a lot of
things when what we really need is an eternal High Priest who knows our frame and our end from its
beginning. We need such a One to continually intercede on our behalf.
B.

Blessing of Grace
1. Abram never took for himself. He trusted the Lord, so he is blessed. We have the same blessing
through Jesus if we are trusting the Lord.
2. Behind our faith is the God of glory and grace. Any noteworthy thing we do is by the grace of
God. Any victory is only and ever by the grace of God.

C.

Response of the Recipient of Grace
1. How do we know that we’ve received God’s grace? Those who’ve received God’s grace respond by
giving back to the Lord out of gratitude for all He’s given to us. Abram never benefitted financially
from the Kings, yet he wants to give back to the Lord.
2. Application: Am I living in communion with God through the mediator who is my Great High Priest?

