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“The Reward and Righteousness of Faith”

Rev. Nick Batzig

“We, like Abraham, often take the promises of God and read them through the lens of our circumstances (Gen. 15:2-5); when, in fact, what we
need to learn to do is to turn the telescope the other way around and read them through the eternal lens of God’s supernatural power and wisdom.” Nick Batzig

A.

Believers have a continual need for God’s Protection
1. As with any endeavor we undertake it is tempting to ask ourselves the question, “Is it worth
following the God of promise?” while we navigate the hardships of the Christian life. In this
passage Abram, the man who continually faces trial after trial, needs his faith strengthened.
2. Abram just met the greatest type of Jesus , yet he still needs strengthening. Abram is
stumbling and the Lord knows it. Our Heavenly Father knows our every anxiety. He knows
whatever it is we are trying to secure for ourselves.
“You are never in more need of protection by God than in the aftermath of some spiritual triumph or blessing.” - Eric Alexander
3. God comes again to strengthen Abram with a promise.

“This time, the totality of the spiritual blessings promised to Abraham (and all the elect with Him) are thrown under the two
categories of safety and satisfaction. The Lord promised Abraham, ‘I will be your shield (i.e. safety), your exceeding great reward (i.e.
satisfaction).’” - Nick Batzig
4. God constantly strengthens Abram with his word. For 10 years Abram has walked by faith
with the Lord, and God has not yet fulfilled His promises to him. What Abram needs and
what all believers need most of all is perseverance. What Abram wants in the long period of
waitiing, however, is provision.
B.

Believers have a continual need for God’s Provision
1. Abram does not act in absolute unbelief. Though he is stumbling he wants to see the Lord’s
promises to him fulfilled. He knows there has to be a seed. He goes to the Lord wanting to be
strengthened.
2. God strengthens Abram by speaking twice to him. God tells Abram He’s going to be Abram’s
shield and reward. God also gives Abram a sign telling him to look up and number the stars
explaining that so shall his offspring be.
3. Abram is stregthened, goes forward and walks by faith.
“Faith is not anything you are doing. It is saying ‘Do, Lord, what you have promised to do.’” - Nick Batzig
4. Application: Jesus is the Shield and Reward of His people. How do we know that we won’t
end up in hell forever? If we believe on Jesus and trust in His saving work in His death on the
cross-His broken body and shed blood-for us then we will live forever with Him. Jesus is the
One who gives the reward. He, himself, is the reward. We all run after safety and satisfaction
in the things of this world, when Jesus offers eternal safety and eternal satisfaction.

“If God is for us, who can be against us? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:31b, 35, 37-39)
“In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, ‘So shall your offspring be.’
He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in
his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That is why his faith was “counted to
him as righteousness.” But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to
us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”
(Romans 4:18-25)
5. Application: Because of what God has done in Jesus we can hope against hope. Do not grow
weak in faith.

