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When Christians Hurt You
As the culture war rages on, there is
another battle raging to which we must
turn our attention. When I was a boy, my
dad would sometimes tell me, “No one will
hurt you so much as others in the church.”
In my lifetime, this has generally proven to
be true. Believers sometimes experience
the greatest hurt in their relationships with
other professing believers in the church at
large. When a professing believer hurts our
feelings or reputation, how should we
respond? Should we, in turn, demean that
individual by telling others (whether
privately or publicly), “I can’t stand him,” or “she’s such a mess” or “I’m not even sure that he or
she is a Christian.” To our shame, most of us are guilty of having responded in such sinful ways.
When someone hurts us, the instinct of our flesh is to hurt them back. Thankfully, God does not
leave us to our fleshly instincts to learn how to respond. Instead, He instructs us in very specific
ways about how we should respond when someone does us harm. By virtue of our union with
Christ–in His death and resurrection–we can learn put the following into practice:
1. Remember the spiritual identity of the offending brother or sister. The Scriptures differentiate
between the children of God and unbelievers. Everyone who is united to Christ by faith has been
adopted into God’s family. None of us deserves to be adopted into God’s family. It is the height
of the spiritual blessings that God has conferred on us by grace. When we sin against others in
the body, or when they sin against us, we are sinning against one of God’s beloved sons or
daughters. We are to view all professing believers as our brother and sisters in Christ–as
members of “the whole family in heaven and earth” (Eph. 3:14). Our actions are to accord with
what we believe about the doctrine of adoption. If we are brothers and sisters in Christ, then we
should “be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love” (Rom. 12:10) and we ought
never “speak evil of one another” (James 4:11). If we viewed each other according to the doctrine
of adoption, it would radically change the way that we respond when a brother or sister hurts us.
2. Pray for the offending brother or sister. Jesus taught us to “bless those who curse you, pray
for those who abuse you” (Luke 6:28); if this is true with regard to our relationship to our
enemies, how much more of our relationship to an offending brother or sister. When someone
does something to hurt us, we should pray that God would grant him repentance, give him the
same grace we need and make him fruitful. It is a mark of humility when we do so. After all, that
is what we should want others to pray for us if we were the offending party. The old adage is
true: It’s impossible to hate someone for whom you are truly praying in love. Furthermore, we
often forget that 1 John 5:15-16 can apply to personal interactions that we have with other
believers: “If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and
He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death.”
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3. Cover the offending brother or sister. We should make it our goal to overlook as many
offenses as possible. The point in simple: A godly man or woman is a man or woman who knows
how sinful he or she is; and, therefore, should be able to pass by the personal offenses of the
brethren. The Scripture teaches us as much. In the Proverbs, we read, “Hatred stirs up strife, but
love covers all sin” (Prov. 10:12); “He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats
a matter separates friends (17:9); and, “The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, and
his glory is to overlook a transgression” (19:11). Of course, this principle would not hold true
with regard to a criminal act or in some serious act of abuse. We are required to report such
actions to the lawful authorities. However, it should hold true in most other circumstances.
4. Confront the offending brother or sister. If we cannot lovingly cover the offense of a brother,
Jesus teaches us that it is incumbent on us to “go and tell him his fault…alone” (Matt. 18:15).
This may be the least obeyed of all of Jesus’ commands. How infrequent are the times when one
brother has privately gone to another brother by whom he believes that he has been wronged. It
is vital for us to learn this lesson in our relationships with one another. Jesus lays out the
process by which the confrontation should occur–giving us recourse to include other brethren
and the church if our brother will not receive private confrontation (Matt. 18:15-17).
In the house of God, Christians must learn to remember the identity of their brothers and
sisters, humbly pray for their brothers and sisters, lovingly cover the sin of their brothers and
sisters and privately confront their brothers and sisters. As we do, we will see God’s grace
healing and sustaining our relationships in ways that the world will never experience. The hurt
that occurs between believing brothers and sisters in Christ serves as a platform for the Gospel
to be at work. May God cause the truth of the Gospel to work in our hearts in such a way as to
impact our response to those who have hurt us in the church.
-Rev. Nick Batzig

Pastor Batzig baptized Morgan(pictured
top left), Rachel(pictured above) and
Allison Scobee (pictured bottom left) on
January 8, 2017.
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MARCH SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
WEEKLY MEETINGS
• Adult Sunday School | March 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 AM | The adult Sunday school class will continue meeting in the
worship room.
• Children’s Worship Training | March 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 AM | At the same time students meet for catechetical
training, preschool and younger elementary students will meet upstairs for worship training using the PCA’s
Committee on Discipleship Ministry’s curriculum. Students will continue to learn about the several elements of
worship during the Sunday school hour. Parents are encouraged to pick up their children from their classrooms
immediately following Sunday school. For more information please email the church office at
newcovpres@gmail.com.
• Children’s Catechetical Training | March 5, 12, 19, 26 | 9:30 AM | The Catechetical Training class for the older
elementary students and the youth group will continue meeting in the cafeteria. For more information please email
the church office at newcovpres@gmail.com.
• Men’s Breakfast and Book Study | March 7, 14, 21, 28 | 6:00 AM | The men will continue meeting at the Omelet
Café in Richmond Hill to study “Let’s Study John” by Mark Johnston. For more information or to join this study
please contact Bobby Wise at bobbywise84@yahoo.com.
• Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study | March 7, 14, 21, 28 | 10 AM -12 PM | The women of New Covenant
with young children are invited to meet at the home of Kim Crist to continue working through Gloria Furman’s
“Treasuring Christ When Your Hands Are Full” every Tuesday in March. They will cover a chapter, with discussion
and prayer. Children are welcomed to be at the house during the study; Please contact Kim at
kmesser042681@yahoo.com or 540-250-3084 if you’d like to be a part! Kim has extra copies of the book. We can also
order more as needed. Feel free to bring a lunch if it will fit with your children’s nap schedule.
• New Covenant University Fellowship | Tuesdays in March | 7:15 PM | NCUF will continue their study of the
book of Jude at the church plant resident’s house in Southside Savannah | For more information please email Maggie
Carr at southsideplant@gmail.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
• Women’s Wednesday | March 1 | 6:15 PM | At the home of Vickie Myers | The women of New Covenant will meet
for their monthly Bible study and fellowship time and continue their study of “None Like Him” with a review of
chapter 6 | The dinner theme is “Irish.” For more information please email Jane Jones at jpostjones54@gmail.com.
• Men’s Leadership Initiative | March 5, 19 | 5:00 PM | The men of New Covenant will meet for the continuation of
“The Upper Room”, a men’s leadership initiative that aims at the growth and development of emerging leaders (both
officers and middle leadership) who have the potential to influence others after having been called, equipped and
coached.
• Women’s Bible Study | March 5, 19 | 5:00 pm | The women of New Covenant will have the opportunity to meet
together at the City Center to continue to work through Jen Wilkins’ 9 week study on 1 Peter: “A Living Hope in
Christ.” Childcare will be provided.
• Youth Fellowship | March 5, 19 | 5:00 pm | The children and youth of New Covenant will meet for a time of
learning about the great hymns of our faith, singing, playing, and snacks. Our youth group members will have an
opportunity to serve the younger children in our church. This way, all involved will have the chance to grow in their
knowledge and understanding of the great hymns of our faith.
• Youth Group Bible Study | March 8, 15 | 6:30 PM | The youth group will continue a study of God’s grace using
Great Commission Publication’s youth curriculum | For more information about the study or upcoming events please
email David Prussia at jdprussia@gmail.com.
• Fellowship Groups | March 8, 9, 15, 16 | 6:30 PM | New Covenant Fellowship groups will begin meeting at various
locations on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday and Thursday evening of each month. For more information please email us
at newcovpres@gmail.com.
• Dinner Clubs | March 12 | Time determined by each group | On the 2nd Sunday evening of the month families will
share a meal and fellowship. Dinner clubs which met in February are encouraged to meet together again on Sunday
the 12th to share a meal and fellowship. This month’s dinner theme is “Irish”.
• Praise, Preaching and Prayer Meeting | March 26 | 5:00 pm | At the City Center in the back of J. F. Gregory
Park.
• Magnolia Manor | March 29 | 6:30 pm | We will meet with the residents of Magnolia Manor for a potluck dinner
and Bible Study on the last Wednesday of the month. Dinner theme is TBA. For more information please see Robyn
Kretschmar.
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MARCH SERVICE SCHEDULE

Date

Sunday School
Nursery

Nursery

3/5/17

Donna Walters & Maggie
Carr

Crawlers: Schaeffer
McCary & Carrie
Brookshire
Walkers: Jane Jones
and Diana Neal

3/12/17

Mary Pat Byrd and Amy
Howell

Crawlers: Cindy
Warnock and Cara
Mosier
Walkers: Stephanie
Warnock and Robyn
Kretschmar

3/19/17

Kim Crist and Carrie
Brookshire

Crawlers: Linda
Bergman and Kim
Crist
Walkers: Avery Koon
and Marissa Ellswrth

3/26/17

Schaeffer McCary and
Jane Jones

Crawlers: Beth Wise
and Maggie Carr
Walkers: Ashley
Cook and Donna
Grout

Nursery
Welcome/Floater

Bryan Neal

Visitor
Welcome

Bryan and Diana Neal

Morning
Greeters

Andy and Vicki Hitt

Debbie Usher

Steve and Maggie Carr

Mike and Linda
Bergman

Susan Logan

Brad and Mary Pat Byrd

Steven and Robyn
Kretschmar

Vicki Hitt

Danny and Hannah
Deardorff

Donna Walters and
Debbie Usher

2017 FINANCIAL UPDATE
MONTHLY GIVING
January.……….…………………………………………....………………....…..
February(through the 19th).……….……………………………….…....…..
2016 YTD Giving $53,807
Average MTD Giving $26,904
YTD Building Fund Giving $1,250

Pastor Batzig baptized Simon Spidle on
January 22, 2017.

Ten new families/individuals were brought
into membership on January 8, 2017.

