
 V O L.  31  –  M A Y  20 17  

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE RECOVERY 

A number of years ago, I saw Tiger Woods play the second hole at the Augusta National. The 
particular hole has a strong dogleg. Tiger had laid a shot up in the woods (no pun intended) 
under a tree limb. It was one of the least desirable places from which someone has to play their 
ball. I thought to myself, "Boy, that was a bad shot. I thought that Tiger Woods was supposed to 
be the best." What happened next taught me an invaluable lesson. Tiger took about 15 minutes 
getting behind the ball, measuring the distance to the hole, looking at the branch that hung 
down low directly in front of the ball. When he finally hit the ball, it landed directly on the green 
just inches from the hole. That was the first time that I was really conscious of the fact that even 
the best professional golfers hit some really bad shots. The difference between them and others 
is that they know how to recover when they have done so. So much of the game is in the 
recovery. This can serves as a good lesson for the Christian life in general and pastoral ministry 
in particular. We all sin in the Christian life. We are all going to fail and falter. We all make 
unwise decisions. Every pastor will do things to disappoint the congregation. When we have 
sinned in our Christian life or made an error in judgment in pastoral ministry, we need to 
remember that so much of the Christian life and pastoral ministry is in the recovery. 

When we say that so much of the Christian life and pastoral ministry is in the recovery, we are 
not intimating that it's all up to us or "we just have to try harder" and "just try to do better." 
What we are saying is that what we do after we fail or falter is just as important--or perhaps 
more important--than what we did in putting ourselves in the situation in which we currently 
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find ourselves. When David sinned in what he did with Bathsheba and Uriah it was exceedingly 
heinous in the sight of God. There were grave consequences for his sin. The child that was born 
to David and Bathsheba died. The sword never departed from David's house. Nevertheless, there 
was grace, mercy and forgiveness when David finally repented. The Lord brought much good out 
of the spiritual recovery of David. David penned Psalm 51--one of the greatest portions of 
Scripture, prayed by every Christian who has every sinned against the Lord. The hope of the 
Gospel has been extended to a seemingly endless number of people since David wrote Psalm 51. 
Additionally, the Lord gave David and Bathsheba other children--one of which was Solomon and 
one of which was Nathan. Of these two sons were descended Mary and Joseph--the earthly 
mother and adopted father of the Redeemer. God's grace that enabled David to recover 
spiritually resulted in enormous blessing for the world.  

In the Christian life, we are often paralyzed by our sin. Sometimes we seek to cover our sin out of 
a sense of pride--because of the shame and consequences of our sin. However, when we live in 
light of the Gospel and all that God has done for us in Christ, we know that God is the God of 
restoration and recovery in Christ. The God against whom we sin is the God who says, "If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). He is the God who says, "If anyone sins, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1 John 2:2). When we have made a mess of our 
lives, we need to remember what God has done in Christ to make provision for the recovery and 
restoration of fallen sinners. God is the Father of the prodigal. He is the God who "restores the 
years that the locust have eaten." What a God must He be who is longsuffering toward us "not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance."  

The illustration of a golfer recovering from a poor shot also serves as a helpful illustration for 
those in pastoral ministry. There is enormous pressure for pastors to perform with a near 
perfect track record. I often think of the way in which the church in Geneva expelled the great 
John Calvin, or the way in which Jonathan Edwards' congregation in Northampton drove him 
out for making one somewhat insignificant mistake in regard to his pastoral relation to the 
congregation. These are some of the most heartbreaking accounts in the history of the church. 
However, both Calvin and Edwards recovered. Three years after being driven out of the city of 
Geneva, the people asked him to come back. While he was deeply wounded, Calvin nevertheless 
stepped back into the pulpit and picked up in his exposition of Scripture as if nothing had ever 
happened. In the case of Edwards, the man who has been termed "the greatest mind America 
ever produced" went on to be a missionary to the Stockbridge Indians. This became one of the 
most evangelistically and intellectually fruitful parts of his entire ministry. Edwards would write 
one of the greatest intellectual and philosophical treatises ever written--Freedom of the Will-
-on that very Indian reservation. Both Calvin and Edwards recovered magnificently from their 
infelicitous experiences. Instead of letting bitterness, pride or a desire for retribution take 
control of their hearts, they committed themselves to the Lord and His grace for wisdom in 
knowing what to do next.  

Whether we find ourselves in a place where we have failed morally and spiritually in the 
Christian life or in a place where we have been mistreated because of ministerial mistakes or 
errors in judgment that we have made in ministry, there is one thing that we must constantly 
do--we must seek the Lord to give us the grace of Christ that we so desperately need in order to 
recover in a way that is pleasing to Him and that will bring Him glory and His people good. We 
need the word of God to help us analyze our actions or situations so that we can make a God-
honoring assessment of where we are and what we are to do next. In so doing, we will find that 
so much of the Christian life and so much of pastoral ministry is about the recovery.  

          -Rev. Nick Batzig



NEW COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN NEWSLETTER 2017                                                                                           PAGE 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission to Italy 
~ Planting confessional Presbyterian and Reformed churches in Italy ~ 

* Preach Christ * Equip the Saints * Plant Churches * 

God’s will is that we make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in all the nations, including Italy.  They are to be 
baptized and taught to observe all that he has commanded. The task is challenging, but Jesus promised his power 
and his presence. He provides all that we need. We must obey.   
 

If you would, please join us in prayer. 
 
Pray that we would draw near to God with all holy reverence and confidence, -- as children to a father, able and 
ready to help us...and that God would grant us a desire and perseverance in prayer with and for others, not just 
today.  Pray that God would enable the church in Viterbo and Italy to glorify Him in all that whereby He makes 
Himself known; and that He would dispose all things to His own glory.  Pray that Satan's kingdom may be 
destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it; 
and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.  Pray that of God's free gift we may receive a competent portion of 
the good things of this life, and enjoy his blessing with them.  Pray that God, for Christ's sake, would freely pardon 
all our sins; which we are encouraged to ask, because by His grace we are enabled from the heart to forgive others.  
Pray that God would either keep us from being tempted to sin, or support and deliver us when we are tempted.  
Pray to teach us to take our encouragement in prayer from God only, and in our prayers to praise Him, ascribing 
kingdom, power and glory to Him.  And in testimony of our desire, and assurance to be heard, we say, Amen.  
 
                May He be worshiped by the church in Viterbo. 
                 May our lives manifest the light of Christ -- may it shine! 
                  May we know Him better so that we might worship Him rightly. 

May it be so! May our hearts’ desire be that these things would be even            
more at the forefront of our desires and of our aspirations. 

                     AMEN 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers and support. 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Mike (&Ivana) Cuneo 
Viterbo 
(abbreviated email, April 1, 2017) 
 
www.missiontoitaly.com 

Congratulations are in order as we celebrate the birth 
of Owen James Ellsworth, born to Sean and Marissa on  

 
Wednesday 

 
April 9th, 2017 at 6:27 p.m. 

 
He is 7 pounds, 11 ounces, and 18.5 inches. 

 
~ Thank you everyone for your prayers! ~ 
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MAY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
WEEKLY MEETINGS 

 
 · Adult Sunday School | May 7, 14, 21, 28 | 9:30 AM | The adult Sunday school class will continue meeting in the worship room.  
 
· Children’s Sunday School | May 7, 14, 21, 28 | 9:30 AM | At the same time students meet for catechetical training, preschool and 
younger elementary students will meet up stairs for their Sunday School lesson. Parents are encouraged to pick up their children from 
their classrooms immediately following Sunday school. For more information please email the Meghan Prussia at 
meghanprussia@gmail.com.  
 
· Children’s Catechetical Training | May 7, 14, 21, 28 | 9:30 AM | The Catechetical Training class for the older elementary students and 
the youth group will continue meeting in the cafeteria. For more information please email Meghan Prussia at 
meghanprussia@gmail.com.  
 
· Men’s Breakfast and Book Study | May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 | 6:00 AM | The men will continue meeting at the Omelet Café in Richmond 
Hill to begin “Let’s Study 1 Peter” by William Harrell. For more information or to join this study please contact Bobby Wise at 
bobbywise84@yahoo.com.  
 
· Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study | May 2, 9 | 10:00 AM | The women of New Covenant who have young children will continue 
to work through Gloria Furman’s “Treasuring Christ When Your Hands Are Full” at the home of Laura Guenzel. Please contact Josie 
Lesondak at (423) 619-3516 for the location address and join the ladies in this study. 
 
· New Covenant University Fellowship | May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 | 7:15 PM | NCUF will be continuing their study in “The Emmaus Sessions” 
at the church plant resident’s house in the Southside. | For more information please email Maggie Carr at southsideplant@gmail.com. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

· Worship the King Conference | May 6 | 9:00 – 3:30 pm | At the City Center | Various guest speakers and worship music. 
· Sunday Worship | May 7 | 10:30 am and 5:00 pm | Morning worship is at the City Center and Evening worship is at the Wetlands 
Center and will be followed by a church-wide cookout.  Dr. Pipa will be the guest speaker at both occasions. 
 
· Women’s Wednesday | May 3 | 6:15 pm | At the home of Beth Wise | The women of New Covenant will meet for their monthly Bible 
study and fellowship time. Dinner theme is Mexican. For more information please contact Jane Jones at jpostjones54@gmail.com, 
(803) 448-3148, or Lisa Beth Smith at llsmith691@comcast.net, (912) 663-4868.  
 
· Dinner Clubs | (cancelled in May due to Mother’s Day on the 14th) |Dinner clubs which met on June 11th, July 9th, and August 13th 
are encouraged to meet together on those Sundays to share a meal and fellowship. June’s dinner theme is TBA.  
 
· Youth Group Bible Study | May 10, 17 | 6:30 PM | The youth group will continue a study of God’s grace using Great Commission 
Publication’s youth curriculum | For more information about the study or upcoming events please email David Prussia at 
jdprussia@gmail.com.  
 
· Youth Group Service Project | May 13 | time TBD | The youth group will hold a service project at the Fresh Air Home on Butler 
Avenue, Tybee Island, GA. 
 
· Fellowship Groups | May 10, 11, 17, 18 | 6:30 PM | New Covenant Fellowship groups will continue meeting at various locations on the 
2nd and 3rd Wednesday and Thursday evening of each month. For more information please email us at newcovpres@gmail.com. 
 
 · Men’s Leadership Initiative | May 21 | 5:00 PM | The men of New Covenant will meet for the continuation of “The Upper Room”, a 
men’s leadership initiative that aims at the growth and development of emerging leaders(both officers and middle leadership) who have 
the potential to influence others after having been called, equipped and coached.  
 
· Women’s Bible Study | May 21, 28 | 5:00 pm | The women of New Covenant will have the opportunity to meet together at the City 
Center to continue to work through Jen Wilkins’ 9 week study on 1 Peter: “A Living Hope in Christ.” Childcare will be provided.  
 
· Youth Fellowship | May 21, 28 | 5:00 pm | The children and youth of New Covenant will meet for a time of learning about the great 
hymns of our faith, singing praise, playing, and eating snacks. Youth will have an opportunity to serve the younger children in our 
church and all involved will have the chance to grow in their knowledge and understanding of the great hymns of our faith.  
 
· Magnolia Manor | May 24 | 6:30 pm | We will meet with the residents of Magnolia Manor for a potluck dinner and Bible Study on the 
last Wednesday of the month. Dinner theme is TBA. For more information please see Robyn Kretschmar.  
 
· Praise, Preaching and Prayer Meeting | May 28 | 5:00 pm | At the City Center in the back of J. F. Gregory Park. 
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Date 
Set Up 
Crew 

Lord's Supper 
Setup/ Servers 

Sound 
Techs Music Team Coffee 

Visitor 
Welcome 

Sunday 
School 

Sunday 
School 
Nursery 

Nursery 
Welcome 

Nursery 
C:Crawlers; 
W:Walkers Ushers 

Morning 
Greeters 

May 7 

Jeff 
Loomis, 
Chris 
Howell 

Setup: Jeff Loomis; 
Servers: Jeff L., 
Chris Ward, Andy 
Hitt, Jack Koon, 
Daniel Spidle, Rob 
Shepherd 

Josh 
Byerly 

Joel Georgeff, 
Danielle Peacock, 
Amy Howell, 
Jesse Spidle, Rob 
Shepherd, Joseph 
Brown, Mark 
Bowyer Grouts 

Steve and 
Maggie 
Carr 

David 
Prussia, 
Justine 
Hogan; 
Meghan 
Prussia, 
Liz 
Warren 

Lee Ann 
Koon, 
Aubrey 
Ward 

Josie 
Lesondak 

C: Josie 
Lesondak, 
Anna Batzig, 
Avery Koon; 
W: Vicki Hitt, 
Callie 
Oldham 

David 
Prussia 

Donna 
Walters, 
Jane 
Jones 

May 14 

Bobby 
Wise, 
TBD 

Setup: Jeff Loomis; 
Servers: Jeff L., 
Chris Ward, Andy 
Hitt, Jack Koon, 
Daniel Spidle, Rob 
Shepherd 

Daniel 
Spidle 

Joel Georgeff, 
Danielle Peacock, 
Avery Koon, Mike 
Warnock, Joseph 
Brown, Mark 
Bowyer Carrs 

Mackey 
and Katie 
Price 

David 
Prussia, 
Justine 
Hogan; 
Meghan 
Prussia, 
Liz 
Warren 

Mary Pat 
Byrd, 
Laura 
Guenzel 

Bobby 
Wise 

C: Jane 
Jones, Donna 
Walters; W: 
Bobby & Beth 
Wise, Robyn 
Kretschmar 

Brad 
Brookshi
re 

Nathan 
and Donna 
Grout 

May 21 

Terry 
Logan, 
Macky 
Price 

Setup: Jeff Loomis; 
Servers: Jeff L., 
Chris Ward, Andy 
Hitt, Jack Koon, 
Daniel Spidle, Rob 
Shepherd 

Garrett 
H. 

Joel Georgeff, 
John Carr, Anna 
Batzig, 
Diana Neal, Rob 
Shepherd, Joseph 
Brown, Stephanie 
Warnock Logans 

Don Dunn 
and Amy 
Burdan 

David 
Prussia, 
Justine 
Hogan; 
Meghan 
Prussia, 
Liz 
Warren 

Jane 
Jones, 
Donna 
Walters Katie Price 

C: Katie 
Price, 
Schaefer 
McCary, Amy 
Howell; W: 
Susan Logan, 
Debbie Usher 

Macky 
Price 

Debbie 
Usher, 
Cindy 
Warnock 

May 28 
Steven 
K., TBD 

Setup: Jeff Loomis; 
Servers: Jeff L., 
Chris Ward, Andy 
Hitt, Jack Koon, 
Daniel Spidle, Rob 
Shepherd Sean E. 

Joel Georgeff, 
Jack Hogan, 
Laura Guenzel, 
Mike Warnock, 
Travis Peacock, 
Amy Howell Davises 

Ethan and 
Josie 
Lesandak 

David 
Prussia, 
Justine 
Hogan; 
Meghan 
Prussia, 
Liz 
Warren 

Lee Ann 
Koon, 
Anna 
Batzig 

Carrie 
Brookshire 

C: Bryand & 
Diana Neal, 
Carrie 
Brookshire; 
W: Avery 
Koon, Ashley 
Cook 

Nathan 
Grout 

Tom and 
Liz 
Warren 

May 28 
Praise, 
Preach, 
Prayer     

Josh 
Byerly 

Joel Georgeff, 
Avery Koon, Mike 
Warnock, Rob 
Shepherd, Joseph 
Brown, David 
Prussia                 

 
  

 

 

 

 

MAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

2017 FINANCIAL UPDATE 
MONTHLY GIVING  

                    January.……….…………………………………………....………………....…..  
      February.……….……………………………….…....……………………………
      March…………………………………………………………………….…………..$37,285 
      April……………………………………………………………………….………….$34,546 

          
    2017 YTD Giving $133,671 

Average MTD Giving $33,417 
YTD Building Fund Giving $3,705 
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