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Romans 2:1-11 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Shorter Catechism: 
 
Q. 58. What is required in the fourth commandment? 
A. The fourth commandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set times as he hath appointed in his 
Word; expressly one whole day in seven, to be a holy sabbath to himself [a]. 
 

[a]. Ex. 31:13, 16-17 
 
 
Q. 59. Which day of the seven hath God appointed to be the weekly 
sabbath? 
A. From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, God appointed the seventh day of the week 
to be the weekly sabbath [a]; and the first day of the week ever since, to continue to the end of the world, 
which is the Christian sabbath [b]. 
 

[a]. Gen. 2:2-3; Ex. 20:11 
[b]. Mark 2:27-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Rev. 1:10 
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Review: The Bookends of Romans 

 

                                                                

 

Romans 1:5 & Romans 16:26 

DQ - Why did Paul write the letter of Romans?  

Key verses:  Romans 1:16-17, Romans 15:22-24  

Romans 1:16-17 is the heartbeat of the book of Romans  

 

Romans 2:1-11 (NIV) 
 
You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point 
you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same 
things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on 
truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, 
do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his 
kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 
repentance? 

5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath 
against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God 
“will repay each person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who by persistence in 
doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are 
self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will 
be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism. 
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I. The Condemnation of the Jew  
 
DQ- What is the difference in the NIV and ESV in the very opening verse of chapter 2?  

A.  “Chapter 2 begins with ‘therefore,’ a term that normally introduces the result of that 
which immediately precedes. In this case, however, the connection with chap. 1 is not 
clear.  Mounce, The New American Commentary.  
B.  Barrett’s suggestion is that the particle Διὸ connects with 1:32a(v. 32b being a 
parenthesis): “Men know God’s verdict on such sinners as are described 
in 1:29ff.; therefore the man who judges proves himself to be without excuse, for he sins 
… and in the act of judging proves that he knows what is right.”  
C.  Käsemann and others think it may be part of “an early marginal gloss.” 

 D.  What then is the therefore “therefore?” 
DQ:  What is the summary of Romans 1:28-32?  
Romans 1:28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them 
up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with 
all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's 
righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not 
only do them but give approval to those who practice them. 

 
 E.  The changing of the Audience  

DQ- Does it even matter who Paul is thinking of Romans 2:1-5 
 
II.  “The Pharisee is always present in each one of us.”  Leenhardt 
  

A.  “There is a natural tendency to justify ourselves for the wrong we do by condemning 
people who do other evils that we think are worse.” Morris, The Pillar NTC.   
B.  Too many neglect the teaching of Total Depravity, which chapter 2 is setting up.  “O 
sinner, can you give any reason why since you have risen from your bed this morning 
God has not stricken you dead?”  Jonathan Edwards  
C.  DQ-  What was the heart condition of Judah in the days of Jeremiah, and how is it 
similar to the heart condition of those Jews in the times of Paul.  
D.  v. 1 “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at 
whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass 
judgment do the same things.” 
E.  DQ- “How does the Jewish Person do the same as the one doing the judging?”  

 
III.  Loving the Gift and Not the Giver 
 

3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do 
them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the 
riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is 
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meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you 
are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment 
will be revealed. 
 
A.  DQ - How did the Jew presume upon the kindness of God?  
B.  DQ - How do we presume upon the kindness of God?  
C.  DQ - How can riches and kindness be more dangerous than poverty and struggles?  
D.  John Calvin:  It does not seem to me, as some think, that there is here an argument, 
conclusive on two grounds, (dilemma,) but an anticipation of an objection: for as 
hypocrites are commonly transported with prosperity, as though they had merited the 
Lord’s kindness by their good deeds, and become thus more hardened in their contempt 
of God, the Apostle anticipates their arrogance, and proves, by an argument taken from 
a reason of an opposite kind, that there is no ground for them to think that God, on 
account of their outward prosperity, is propitious to them, since the design of his 
benevolence is far different, and that is, to convert sinners to himself. Where then the 
fear of God does not rule, confidence, on account of prosperity, is a contempt and a 
mockery of his great goodness. It hence follows, that a heavier punishment will be 
inflicted on those whom God has in this life favoured; because, in addition to their other 
wickedness, they have rejected the fatherly invitation of God. And though all the gifts of 
God are so many evidences of his paternal goodness, yet as he often has a different 
object in view, the ungodly absurdly congratulate themselves on their prosperity, as 
though they were dear to him, while he kindly and bountifully supports them. 
E.  R.C. Sproul: “Storing up wrath for the day of wrath:  This deals with another dreadful 
error which people often make, namely, that if we sin once, we might as well sin ten 
times because it really doesn’t matter to God whether we sin once or whether we sin 
ten times. Sometimes we think it is ludicrous when somebody who is involved in mass 
murder is convicted on eight counts of first degree murder, and sentenced to eight 
consecutive life sentences. How foolish that sentence seems, for a person only has one 
life, so how can he serve eight sentences? In this world it is impossible, but in God’s 
eternity it is not impossible. The point is that God’s judgment will be perfect and every 
sin that we commit will be punished to the degree of severity the sin deserves.” 

 
IV.  God is the Rewarder of Those Who Seek Him  
 

6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those 
who are self-seeking[a] and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will 
be wrath and fury.   
 

 A.  God renders each according to his work  
1. “You reward everyone according to what they have done.”  Psalm 62:12 
2.  Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory 
with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they 
have done.” 
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B.  DQ - What would you say to someone who said, “here’s just another classic 
example of scripture teaching that our personal works, that which we do play a role in 
our salvation.  It’s faith and works, working together in harmony to bring about 
salvation.” 
C.   Importance of understanding the bookends and the theme verses of the book of 
Romans  

 
IV. Choose you this day 
 
 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and 
also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and 
also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. 
 

A.  DQ- To the Jew first and also the Greek:  Where have you seen this before in the 
book of Romans?  
B.  The blessings and cursings come in the same order.   
C.  “This he says, first, in criticism of the pride of the Jews, who extolled themselves 
because it was they who had received the law and who boasted of being its bearers and 
disciples….But they wanted God to act in such a way that he would attribute good only 
to the Jews and evil only to the Gentiles, just as if all descendants of Abraham were eo 
ipso equal to Abraham in their merits.”  Martin Luther 
D.  DQ:  What does it mean for you that God is NO respecter of persons?  
E.  “Thus the Jews always incline to make God a respecter of persons. It is this 
foolishness of theirs which the heretics and all the spiritually proud imitate when they 
presume that just as they have elected themselves before others because of their 
sanctity and wisdom, and are pleased with themselves in preference to others, so also 
God will elect them and have pleasure in them. They do not know that, on the contrary, 
God elects and favors only a soul that despises itself and considers itself worthy only to 
be rejected in the house of God, that chooses to prefer others to itself and to take 
pleasure in them. In exactly the same way, he proceeds to pierce also the pride of the 
Gentiles when they puff themselves up with the excuse that because they did not know 
the law, they do not deserve his anger. To this he replies: No! for "they shall perish 
without the law/* just as they observe their own law. And this is a law which is inborn 
and indigenous to them, not given; a law which was there before they came into being 
and is therefore no mere tradition; a law which is alive and not merely written down.”   
Martin Luther on Romans 2:11  

 
 
 


