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WSC #61 – Q.   What is forbidden in the fourth commandment? 

A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth the omission, or careless performance, of the duties 
required, and the profaning the day by idleness, or doing that which is in itself sinful, or by 
unnecessary thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly employments or recreations. 

Romans 3:1-8 

I. Advantages of the Jew/church members – stay here a while and see what Paul is taking about 
a. Much in every way 
b. First of all…what is second, or third, or fourth??? 

II. Objections:  
a. What if some did not have faith?  Will their lack of faith nullify God’s faithfulness? 

i. “Not at all!  Let God be true, and every man a liar. 
ii. God is always righteous, both in his judgments and when he speaks.  

iii. David in Ps. 51 begs God to deal with him, not according to justice, but according to 
mercy and lovingkindness.  But in so doing, David acknowledges, ‘O God, you are proved 
right when you speak and justified when you judge.’  GOD HAS EVERY RIGHT TO 
CONDEMN HIM. 

b. But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we say?  
That God is unjust in bringing is wrath on us?(I am using human terms)… 

i. Certainly not!  If that were so, how could God judge the world? 
ii. “If my falsehood enhances God’s truthfulness and so increases his glory, why am I still 

condemned as a sinner?  Why not say-as we are being slanderously reported and as 
some claim that we say – “Let us do evil that good may result”? (v.7-8) 

1. THEIR CONDEMNATION IS DESERVED… 
2. What would Judas be saying right now if this were the case?  Judas has no basis 

on which to proclaim a reward from God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Romans 3:9-20 

I. Total Depravity – Sin affects every aspect of our human existence: our minds, our wills and 
our bodies are affected by sin.  Every dimension of our personality suffers at some point from 
the weight of sin that has infected the human race. 
a. Are we any better?  Is this our conclusion?  Not at all!  Jews any better than Greeks?  What 

did we just say in v. 1-8? 
b. Under Sin – weighed down by the terrible burden.   

II. Who is righteous? Here is the theme of Romans…The righteousness of Christ 
a. No one understands (if no one understands, no one can be righteous) 
b. No one seeks God – what about Matt.6:33, 7:7? 
c. All have turned away, they have together become worthless 
d. There is no one who does good, not even one (Are there no good deeds?) 

III. Old Testament quotes used to build a picture for tools of wickedness.  The body that God has 
given them, is used by sinful people for purposes of evil. 
a. Throat – open grave (Jesus used “whitewashed tombs” Matt.23:27)   

i. Think of the restrictions about dealing with corpses.  
ii. A tunnel that leads to our heart, to the inside of man.  Out of the core of man’s 

being we are corrupt. 
b.  Tongue- (James 3) How difficult it is to control the tongue (unkind remarks, slander, insult 

unnecessary criticism, blasphemy, lie, desecrate the sanctity of truth) Satan, the father of 
lies, fracturing truth. 

c. Lips -   poison that can kill 
d. Mouths – full of cursing 
e. Feet – swift to shed blood 

IV. Consequences:  
a. Ruin and misery 
b. Know no peace 
c. No fear of God before their eyes 
d. SILENCE – YOU ARE ACCOUNTABLE – PSALM 46 (SHUT UP, BE QUIET, STOP IT, AND KNOW 

THAT I AM GOD 
e. Observing the law leads to death.  Through it we become conscious of sin. 

i. It shows us that we fall far short of God’s standard of perfection. It points us to 
Christ, who alone saves…the law is a forerunner of Christ, preparing for the 
reception of the good news of the gospel. 

 

 

 

 


