
New Covenant Presbyterian Church
Sunday School - Romans 3:21-31

WSC Question #62: What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment?
ANSWER: The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment are, God's allowing us six days of
the week for our own employments, his challenging a special propriety in the seventh, his own
example, and his blessing the Sabbath-day.

Introduction and Review: Romans 3:21 begins a new section in the book of Romans.
Previous section  thesis statement Romans 1:16-17.
Paul’s main point: the “righteousness of God” is something humanity needs but lacks.

Overview of the next section in Romans. This next section, 3:21 - 8 God has given the
“righteousness of God” to undeserving sinners.

Romans 3:21-26.
Where and how this “righteousness of God” may be obtained -  does not come from within us it
is “apart from the law”.
We may receive this gift only through faith and belief in Jesus Christ, without distinction,
because all of us have sinned and all of us fall short of God’s glory.

DQ What does it mean to fall short of the glory of God?

“24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus,”
What is redemption? Four types of redemption: Monetary, Avenger, Kinsman (or widow),
Spiritual redemption. The redemption Paul speaks of is in Christ Jesus.

25a “whom God put forward (that is Jesus) as a propitiation by his blood, to be received
by faith. “
Paul then describes Jesus as the one whom God has put forth as a propitiation by his blood.
Lets talk about this phrase, “by His blood”.

25b-26 “This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time,
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
This gift of righteousness demonstrates God’s upright character and his patience in forgiving our
sins past and present.



VV27-31, Paul asks 6 rhetorical questions all of which he answers for us.

V27: “Then what becomes of boasting?” Answer: It is excluded.
By what kind of Law? By a law of works? Answer: No but by a law of faith.

V28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”
The doctrine of justification by faith - not by works, but by faith alone.

DQ: James 2:17 says, “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” James
seems to be saying that it is not faith alone, but faith plus works. Who is right? Paul or
James?

Vv29-30. 2 more questions and an answer:
Paul asks: Is God the God of the Jews only or also the Gentiles? ANSWER: Both the
circumcised and the uncircumcised - through faith.

V31, Paul ends the chapter with his final question and answer.“31 Do we then overthrow the
law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.”
One does not invalidate the other, but rather each was given by God for a particular purpose.

Any questions or comments?

CHAPTER 4 is going to be exciting as it is an illustration and principle model of the truths
proclaimed in CH 3 using the life of the father of the faithful, the life of Abraham.


