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Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 63:  What is the fifth commandment? 

Answer: The fifth commandment is, Honour thy father and mother: that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

 

Recap and Review: 

I. The NEED of God’s righteousness – most of the first three chapters 
a. Unrighteous Gentiles 
b. Unrighteous Jews 
c. Unrighteous mankind 

II. The PROVISION of God’s righteousness – Justification 
a. 3: 21-31 to end of ch. 5 -   Source of righteousness 
b. Chapter 4 – Example of righteousness 
c. Chapter 5 – Blessings of righteousness 

                      Imputation of righteousness 
III. The DEMONSTRATION of God’s righteousness – Sanctification 

a. Chapters 6-8 

 

Exposition of 4:1-12: 

“I suggest that the purpose of this fourth chapter is to show that under the Old Testament dispensation 
this way of salvation was not merely predicted, it was also God’s way of dealing with men, and saving 
them, at that time also. 

The theme of this chapter, to put it in a more doctrinal manner, is that there is only one covenant of 
grace, and that men in all dispensations are saved in exactly the same way. It is the same covenant of 
grace under the Old Testament as it is under the New. There is a difference in administration, but it is the 
same covenant of grace.”  Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

1-2 Why does Paul use Abraham as an example of justification by faith alone? 

 Jews cited him as the supreme example of a righteous man. 



It clearly highlighted that Judaism, in its drift toward works righteousness, had deviated from 
the faith of their most revered patriarch. 

Paul was trying to create continuity of his new teaching with the Old Testament that they were 
so familiar with. 

3 Paul quotes Gen 15:6 

 One of the clearest statements in all of scripture about justification – Sola Fide -  “He believed” 

 Faith is not a meritorious work … simply a channel and a GIFT. 

 “Credited” used in both financial and legal settings. 

  Appears 9 times in chapter 4 alone. 

Connotes a one-sided transaction – one person’s asset is transferred to another’s 
account. 

 Abraham did nothing to merit/earn righteousness. God simply gave it to him because … 

  he “believed” … because he had faith … itself a gift. 

4-5 The giant leap from Abraham to “all men”. 

Paul makes it clear that the act of declaring a person righteous is completely apart from any 
human work. 

 If we could earn it, God would thus owe it. 

 Salvation is always a sovereignly given gift, by God’s grace, to those who believe. 

6-8 Paul turns to Psalm 32: 1-2 for support of his argument/assertions. 

 Subsequent to Psalm 51 … a penitential psalm. 

 Written after the Bathsheba incident and Uriah’s murder. 

  Clearly, David understood the blessing of imputed righteousness. 

9-12  Paul anticipated the Jewish leaders’ argument. 

If Abraham was justified by faith alone, why did God command that he and his 
descendants be circumcised? 

Paul’s response answers: 

 Those raising the circumcision objection. 

Those who, even now, still cling to some other ceremony, rite, or activity as the 
basis of their righteousness. 

  


