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Westminster Shorter Catechism      Question 72 

 Q. What is forbidden in the seventh commandment? 
 A. The seventh commandment forbids all unchaste words, thoughts, and actions. 

Survey of Romans - The Great Eight 
Romans 8:18-39 

Recap and Overview: 

o Chapters 3-5: Justification 
o Chapters 6-8: Sanctification 
o Chapter 8 

• Spirit of Life    verses 1-13 
• Spirit of Adoption   verses 14-17 
• Spirit of Glory    verses 18-30 
• Believers’ Security Celebrated  verses 31-39 

 
• Last part of Paul’s treatise on sanctification. 
• Dramatic expansion of Christian assurance and hope contained in 5:1-

11. 
• An upbeat focus on the glory of their salvation rather than continuing a 

depressing reminder of their sinfulness from ch 17. 
 

• Paul suggests that the Christian must ‘go the way of his Lord’. For Jesus 
and the Christian, glory only follows suffering. 

• “Paul however reminds us that God sends his Spirit into the heart of 
everyone he justifies. The Spirit brings comfort to the believer in the 
midst of suffering and assurance in the midst of doubt. Those who are 
unduly anxious about their relationship to the Lord are failing to let the 
Spirit exercise that ministry.” (Douglas Moo) 

Text: 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience. 
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26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because[a] the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we 
know that for those who love God all things work together for good,[b] for those who are called according to 
his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, 
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be[c] against us? 32 He who did not spare 
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who 
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the 
one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 
for us.[d] 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day 
long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Exposition: Spirit of Glory 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.  

Future oriented – “revealed to us”. Looking forward to the resurrection of the body (v23) and our 
conformity to the image of Christ which is our eternal glory. 

 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 
21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God.  

Sin – God cursed the physical universe; no part of creation entirely fulfills God’s original purpose. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.  

Intercessions carry profound appeals for the welfare of every believer. 

27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. ct 

No words are necessary because the Father understands and agrees with what the Spirit thinks. 

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.  

“Good” – According to God’s providence, he orchestrates everything … even temptation, suffering, and 
sin … for our temporal as well as eternal benefit. 
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“Called” – Throughout the epistles this connotes God’s effectual call of the elect. 

Matthew Henry – “For those who are in Christ, all the providences of God are theirs – merciful 
providences, afflicting providences, personal, public. They are all for good; perhaps for temporal good, 
as Joseph’s troubles; certainly for spiritual and eternal good. Either directly or indirectly , every 
providence has a tendency to the spiritual good of those that love God, breaking them off from sin, 
bringing them nearer to God, weaning them from the world, fitting them for heaven. All this we know … 
know for a certainty from the word of God.”  

 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

“Foreknew” – More than just omniscience … equals predestination (according to the Granville Sharp 
Rule). Speaks of God’s predetermined choice to “call” or “elect”. 

“Conformed to the image of his Son” – Made to be like Jesus. This is the “prize of the upward call” 
spoken of in Php 3:14. 

“Glorified” – Uses the past tense for a future event to stress its certainty. 

Dr. R.C. Sproul – “We could reasonably translate this text (vs 29) ‘Those whom he foreloved [those 
whom he knew in a personal, intimate, redemptive sense from all eternity] he predestined.” 

Augustine of Hippo – “God elected believers in order that they might believe, not because they already 
believed.”  God’s choice of us precedes in every sense our choice of Him. 

The Golden Chain – 4 unbreakable links 

Exposition: Believers’ Security Celebrated 

Paul is trying to wrap up all of the concerns that we may still have by anticipating a series of our 
questions and providing the answers. The entire argument beginning in 1:16 though the end of 
chapter 8 is brought to a conclusion. He does not want us to, in any way, doubt our present 
preservation and future glory. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be[c] against us? 

“If” may be better translated as “Since”. 

32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 
us all things?  

Paul may be making the point that surely God would not do less for his children than he does 
for his enemies (ie. common grace vs saving grace). 

33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  

Who can successfully accuse someone whom God has declared righteous? 
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 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

Four reasons we as believers can never be found guilty: (1) Christ’s death (2) His resurrection 
(3) His exalted position (4) His continual intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Not just theoretical oratory from Paul. 
Personal testimony from someone who had personally survived assaults from these entities and 
emerged triumphant. 
Paul has been focusing on our assurance for the “last day”. 

These five verses provide assurance for all of the days in between … all based on the love of God for us 
in Christ Jesus! 

 


