SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
Series: At The Movies

Part 1: Hacksaw Ridge

Movies matter. It’s not because movies merely play on the emotions of those who watch them, but there
is something much deeper going on with film … Hints of the image of God leak out in movies. That is,
filmmakers, producers, directors, and Hollywood in general cannot help but show what they think of the
world through the medium of movies.
Concepts of good and evil, justice, love, fear, and other themes show forth in various genres of film.
The discerning Christian will seek to watch movies with this theological perspective and decide what
messages are true and which are woefully distorted. They will then seek to use that information to better
engage people within the culture with the truths of Scripture and the hope of Jesus Christ.
- Dr. Grant Horner, Meaning at the Movies
1) Take a few minutes to share your Top 3 favorite movies and explain WHY you like them.
2) Read and discuss the quote above from Dr. Grant Horner. Why do you think a series like At The Movies
is so important?
3) One of the most counter-intuitive and jarring lessons
Jesus taught from the Sermon on the Mount was: 27 To you
who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do
good to those who hate you. 28 Bless those who curse you.
Pray for those who hurt you. 29 If someone slaps you on
one cheek, offer the other cheek also. (Luke 6:27-29) –
Why is this such a challenge in everyday life?
4) First, read Matthew 5:5 & 1 Peter 2:21-23 aloud as a group. Next discuss the concept of Step Over v.
Strike Back. What do the passages you’ve just read have to say about these two options?
5) The Gospel of Christ presents an alternative to the “Just Try Harder” way of life. Think of an enemy in
your life. Think of someone you need to forgive. Now discuss what and how the Gospel of Christ (and the
specific truth found in John 13:34-35) might apply to your situation today.
And finally, Heavenly Father, our hearts overflow with joy and thanksgiving for all 37 friends
who recently got baptized! Please continue to be magnified and have your way in us. Amen.

