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From the Elders 
Glen Cormack 

Show us Christ 

‘O Lord reveal your glory, by the preaching of your word. Until every heart confesses Christ 
is Lord.’ (Sovereign Grace Music) 

This song inspired our upcoming teaching series ‘Show us Christ,’ where we will 
be exploring various Bible passages from the Old and New Testament which re-
veal and magnify the Lord Jesus. The aim is to help us with our calling here at 
New Life. As we ask the Holy Spirit to ‘Show us Christ’ we pray that God’s 
Spirit will help us to be like Jesus at the heart of North Yorkshire.  

So how does that work? What does a North Yorkshire Christian look like in 
2019? Here are some practices that will help us, based on Christ the Word: 

confessing  

We confess Christ is Lord in every part of our lives. We place Him at the heart 
of our will, our thinking, our priorities. This leads to a change in our behaviour, 
our words, and our actions, which in turn enables people to see in us a different 
way of living - The Jesus Way. Some will love it and join in. Others will be indif-
ferent, and still others will oppose it. Whatever the response our calling never 
changes: we must ‘always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks us 
to give the reason for the hope we have with gentleness and respect, keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against our good behaviour 
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander’. (1 Peter 3:15)  

As more and more pressure is put on Christians to conform to the ways of our 
culture, our aim in 2019, rather than just telling you what to think, is to equip 
you to think and respond biblically to every situation with gentleness and re-
spect.        

Helping  

We don't hear many sermons on the gift of helps. And yet helping people is at 
the heart of Jesus' nature. He gained many of His followers by asking this simple 
question: how can I help you? It follows therefore that helping people should be 
at the heart of our Christian practice. It’s so encouraging to see the people of 
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New Life doing this in different ways and in partnership with others: through The 
Living Rooms, supporting Syrian families, welcoming new housing residents, 
Street Angels, Life Support, Life Groups, Food for Thought, TAFFY, and in all 
the simple acts of kindness only seen by the Lord.  We say, well done New Life: 
and keep asking the question, how can I help?       

Redeeming  

This sounds more like Jesus' job than ours, and of course it is: the Prodigal Son, 
the Lost Sheep, Peter, Zacchaeus, Mary Magdalene, You, Me - It is Jesus who 
rescues and redeems every one of us.  

Jesus redeems us however for a purpose. And that purpose is to join in with His 
redeeming work. Everywhere we go we are called to follow the lead of the Holy 
Spirit as he points us to the people around us who need the Lord. Jesus tells us 
they are like sheep without a shepherd and we just happen to know the best shep-
herd there is. Who is the Good Shepherd placing on your heart today?  

Inviting  

Jesus gave out invitations everywhere He went, and they all said the same thing: 
'Come and follow me.' No-one was excluded: tax collectors, fishermen, prosti-
tutes, religious leaders, rich and poor people, healthy and sick people. Even the 
recently deceased were invited!   

2,000 years later, Jesus is still giving out invitations to ‘Come and follow me.’    
And as people who have already RSVP’d, He calls us to be like the disciple An-
drew, and go and invite someone else to come and follow Jesus. It's great to see 
you turning up at church with your friends. And it's great to hear about how God 
is making you fruitful wherever He sends you. Let's keep inviting others to come 
and join us as we follow Jesus together.  

Showing  

A large part of Jesus’ three years of ministry was taken up with showing His disci-
ples how to minister His grace in its various forms. They made all sorts of mis-
takes, and said lots of stupid things, but Jesus never gave up on them. That’s be-
cause, despite their flaws He could see their future potential in Him.    

Here at New Life we are committed to helping everyone reach their potential in 
Christ Jesus. One of the ways we do this is through our mentoring programme, 
where we help each other one to one to grow in our faith. If you don’t have a 
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mentor and you would like one, or if you are willing to mentor someone else, 
speak to Sue Judd our Mentoring Co-ordinator and we will match you up with 
someone.  

Another way we help each other to learn and grow as followers of Jesus is through 
our Lifegroups. It is in our Lifegroups where we put into practice our values of 
love, faith, and hope on a daily basis. If you would like to join one please speak to 
one of our Lifegroup Oversight Team: Diana Lucas, Judith Smith, Amy Spence, 
Phil Hinton, Glen Cormack.       

Teaching  

Jesus loved to teach people about the Kingdom of Heaven.  In the Sermon on the 
Mount and through His Parables He showed people how to live life from God’s 
perspective. He did this with creative imagination and full of the Holy Spirit. 

Here at New Life we are constantly striving to follow Jesus’ lead in teaching 
God’s Word with creative imagination under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. To 
help with this we would appreciate it if you could take some time to let us know 
how we are doing and where we can improve.  If you haven’t already, please take 
a few moments to fill in the preaching questionnaire, which has been circulated 
through Lifegroups and the weekly email, and is available in the Partners’ area of 
the website: www.nlbc.org.uk/partners-area.  

And so we pray, ‘O Lord reveal your glory, by the preaching of your word. Until 
every heart confesses Christ is Lord.’  

From the Treasurer 
Jane Henderson 

God has continued to be very kind to our church in providing what we have need-
ed and we have much to praise Him for! 

At NLBC there has, for many years, been a wonderful tradition of extremely gen-
erous, sacrificial and joyful giving. Last year, new Partners at our church got in-
volved in giving for the first time and others, also filled by the Holy Spirit, contin-
ued to support the church financially, many choosing to increase their regular giv-
ing. Therefore, as I start this report, I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
all of you who have been involved in this vital way - I am sure you will agree that 
it is a wonderful privilege to be able to use the resources God has entrusted to us 
to enable so many exciting gospel ministries here at NLBC. 
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Looking back to 2018 

INCOME 

We started the year with reserves of £68.1k and finished the year with a surplus of 
£6.6k which has  enabled us to carry forward church reserves of £74.8k into 2019. 
This is having taken account of funds held on behalf of the Living Rooms project. 

It was encouraging to see a 13% increase in standing order income with a num-
ber of partners starting to give for the first time in this way and others reviewing 
and increasing their monthly giving. 72 people/families now give to the church by 
monthly standing order. The average monthly gift by standing order is £162. We 
are very clear that planned regular giving to the church by monthly standing order 
continues to be the best way for most of us to give our support. 

By its very nature one-off income is very hard to predict. Our Spring thank of-
fering was directed to our ongoing work here at NLBC and our Autumn offering 
was distributed to Romania and the Living Rooms project. 

As much of the standing order income and one-off income was Gift -Aided  (ie 
the donors were UK tax-payers and had completed a Gift Aid declaration which 
entitled us to increase the value of their giving by reclaiming the basic rate tax from 
HMRC) we were able to claim £41.25k from HMRC during the year. This amount 
(16%) of our total income highlights the importance of utilising the Gift Aid 
scheme and so, if you do give to the church, please ensure that you do so under a 
valid Gift Aid declaration. I am very grateful to Jayne West for all her hard work 
administering the Gift Aid scheme. 

EXPENDITURE 

Turning to the costs during 2018, all expenditure was closely monitored. 

Our missionary and other giving includes our regular mission commitments, par-
ticularly support for gospel work in Ghana and Romania together with local com-
munity support and outreach. (These figures do not include donations given direct-
ly by standing order  to the Ghana and Romania projects.) 

Office and administration includes insurance and regular subscriptions and is in 
line with budget. 

Church Family costs cover expenditure on work with children & schools, youth 
and the elderly. 

Ministry costs include training, courses & conferences, pastors' travel and sundry 
ministry expenses. 
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For a detailed analysis of this, please speak to the Treasurer. 
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NLBC 

Income and Expenditure Account 

Year ended 31 December 2018 

     

Income    

Regular Tithes & Offerings  £182,621 

Special Offerings  £25,720 

Tax reclaimed under Gift Aid 
scheme  £41,250 

Sundry  £8,212 

   £257,803 

     

Less: Expenditure    

Staffing costs £152,305   

Premises £12,611   

Office & Administration £13,289   

Missionary & other giving £44,610   

Church Family (Youth, chil-
dren & elderly) £10,964   

Ministry  Costs £10,216   

Sundry £7,182 -£251,177 

   £6,626 

Living Rooms  £2,940 

   £9,566 

     

Current & Deposit Ac-

counts    

Balance @ 1 January 2018  £68,184 

Balance @ 31 December 
2018 £82,750   

Pledged to Living Rooms 
project -£5,000 £77,750 

Movement on accounts  £9,566 

      



 

Looking ahead to 2019 

Our aim has been to set a Budget which is challenging but achievable. 

To meet this Budget over the coming year we will need to continue to increase our 
standing order income and so we really do need everybody to get involved. Many 
church regulars are now giving regularly to NLBC and we need that number to 
grow! If you are not yet regularly supporting the church, please will you consider 
setting up a standing order to help us meet our targets? 

We aim to keep costs closely monitored and also, just as God has been so generous 
with us, we want to be generous to others, continuing to support work overseas 
especially in Ghana and Romania, and our local outreach, including the Living 
Rooms project. 

Looking further ahead, we need to plan for capital expenditure on our building es-
pecially the roof in 2020, and hope to divert part of our Spring Thank Offering to 
this. 

In summary, whilst this Budget has been carefully prepared using all the infor-
mation available to us at the time, we will only be able to meet it if NLBC contin-
ues to grow, and if we all share the financial responsibility. Let us pray for God to 
give us all generous hearts and a willingness to give sacrificially and joyfully. 
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NLBC   

Budget   

Year ending 31 December 2019   

   

Income  £260,000 

Regular Tithes & Offerings   

Gift Aid Recovered   

Sundry   

   

Less: Expenditure   

Wages & Salaries £160,000  

Premises £15,000  

Office & Administration £13,500  

Missionary & other giving  £45,000  

Sundry £5,000  

Youth Children & Elderly £10,000  

Ministry - sundry £10,000 -£258,500 

  £1,500 

   

Working reserves £14,000   

"Fixed reserves" of £60,000   

(representing 3 months of fixed costs as    

advised by Charity Commission)   
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Loving God 

Flower design 
Amanda Zelenka 

As a team we seek to glorify God and to stimulate, facilitate and encourage the 
church in worship and praise.   

The flower team is subject to the rhythms of the Church calendar. Key events 
such as Easter and Harvest involve more team work. The weeks in between these 
provide an opportunity for team members to develop their skills and use their 
God given creative talents to produce a flower design, which fulfils the purpose of 
the team. 

At Easter last year, we introduced to the display a representa-
tion of the stone rolled away from the front of the tomb, along 
with the broken seal, rope and the grave clothes. The idea was 
to bring the Resurrection more into focus, whilst not distracting 
from the importance of the cross. Remembrance Sunday 2018 
was a special event, marking 100 years since the end of the First 
World War, so a special display was produced along with a 
prayer tree which was used as part of the service. These two 
displays both employed two of our resident artists and we are 
really grateful for their help. Cutting out 300 poppies to hang 
on the prayer tree, involved help from several quarters and also a fun few hours 
with the team, having cake and coffee at the same time. Harvest was also a team 
effort and we hope it really brought to life the abundance of good things God gives 
us. 

I personally would like to thank my team, some who are advancing in years and 
others who have many commitments, who faithfully provide a display for the 
Church week in week out . 

Although our aim always remains the same, we 
never know how God will inspire our creativi-
ty. So my hope for the coming year, is that He 
will continue to do just that, to inspire us all in 
different ways and to talk to individuals through 
the displays. In praise of His Glory.  
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How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for continued good health; and keep spreading the word that we are a 
small team and really need new members.......people can be trained up if neces-
sary. 

Music and Worship  
Richard Cutting 

As a team we seek to magnify the greatness of God in Jesus Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit by skilfully combining God’s Word with music, thereby 
motivating the gathered church to proclaim the gospel, to cherish God’s presence, 
and to live for God’s glory.  

It has again been a year filled with commitment and hard work from the team 
members who give sacrificially of their time each Thursday and Sunday in order to 
facilitate musical worship. We endeavour to improve in our musicianship and in 
the leading of worship. 

We were served very well by 2018’s Christmas choir and musicians, ably led by 
Hannah Calland and Zoe Campbell, and we have been particularly blessed to have 
a number of young people serving in the team. Many are off studying or doing 
new things in 2019 and we shall miss them. 

We hope to be rolling out a new practice regime very soon which will help us 
focus on our aims; the honing of skills; praying together and worshipping togeth-
er. Team members have written some good songs over the past year; we hope 
that we will continue to be creative in that area and in our leading of the congre-
gation in song.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for us every Sunday. We always seek to do our best, ably supported 
by our dear friends in the AV/Projection Team. If you ever feel inclined to com-
ment on the sound, song choice or musical styles etc, please chat to Richard, not 
to members of the PA Team. They do an extremely difficult job and need our en-
couragement and support! 

Please pray for potential team members to join the church or emerge from the 
existing congregation. We are sometimes stretched in providing instrumentalists 
on a Sunday morning. We particularly need able drummers and guitarists (not 
that our existing ones aren’t able!). Other musicians can apply too!  There is an 
audition process. See Richard Cutting if you are interested.  
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Prayer Ministry 
Phil and Susanna Hinton 

Prayer is a two way conversation with God as we both speak 
to Him and hear from Him. It is key to all we do at New Life.  

At morning services, and on other occasions like prayer and 
fasting meetings or healing services, we offer to pray in com-
plete confidence with anyone who would like to seek the Lord 
in prayer as a response to Him; for personal requests and 
needs; or simply to say thank you or come for a blessing from 
Him.  

We also seek to listen to the Lord alongside anyone who 
comes for prayer, asking Him to speak to us as He will through 
Bible verses, pictures or words of knowledge or wisdom; and 
weighing together what we feel we hear or see. The team also 
prepares in prayer individually and as a team before every service, asking the 
Lord if there are any words, pictures or Bible verses for the church as a whole.  

We have been delighted to welcome some new members to the team over the 
course of the year. It is wonderful to see how they and we as a whole team have 
been growing in confidence in our Almighty God as we see what He does and 
how He speaks to those who come for prayer. We have also said goodbye to a 
handful of people who have felt that God is calling them to minister in other 
ways, and are thankful for all they have brought to the team.  

It has been encouraging to see how prayer ministry is now an accepted part of 
what we do as a church, and that the prayer area is often very busy on a Sunday 
morning. Among those who have come for prayer, we have seen many respond 
to the words shared from the front; and many who receive from God in different 
ways. That might be finding the peace that only He can give; help with guidance 
in difficult decisions; encouragement; healing; sometimes a little gentle correc-
tion; a sense that He knows us intimately and is present in all circumstances; or 
hearing Him speak. And we are always so blessed when people come back and 
tell us about answers to prayer they’ve had. 

Looking forward, we want to keep developing a close walk with God and to 
learn to hear His voice better; and we’d like to encourage more people to come 
for prayer. Those who come saying ‘I don’t normally do this, but…’ have found 
that praying with others can bring such blessing.  
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How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please do pray for us as individuals and as a team, that God will use us. 

If you have a testimony you could share about how God has spoken to you 
through prayer ministry, or through answered prayer, please do share it: not on-
ly will this encourage the team, but more importantly the church family.  

And if you feel you know someone who has a gift praying with other people, or 
hearing from God, who might be able to serve on this team, please do tell Phil, 
Susanna or Glen!  

Serving the church 

AV team 
John Smith 

The aim of the AV team is to serve the Church through facilitating worship in all 
its forms and formats. God has been a great encouragement over the past year, 
bringing new members to the worship team who we work closely with. The 
members of the team continue to develop and learn as our roles change. 

For several years I have been seeking to develop the visual side of the team, and 
seeing if there was someone with a heart for this ministry. Maybe now the doors 
that have been knocked on for some time are opening. In contemporary meet-
ings, far more is made of the visual aspects, and maybe our ideas of producing 
more video content for the website, should be partnered with potentially live 
video content into the services.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

 Volunteer if you have creative/visual vision. 

 Pray. Without it our ideas are pointless! 

 Pray that the equipment keeps working as well as it does.  

Catering and Hospitality 
Julie Court and Liz Eastman 

As a team, we provide hospitality and catering services for the church family. 
This year has been a relatively quiet one for the catering team.  In February we 
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catered and served a finger buffet for around 70 guests at the wedding of Donna and 
Brian, a couple from Discovery Steps.  We had a New Friends lunch, catering for 15 
people, guests and staff and we ended the year with hot drinks & mince pies after the 
“Carols by Candlelight” service.  Each event went well and the team enjoyed them-
selves while serving the attendees and therefore God.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

We are currently looking for a team leader, and more helpers are always welcome.  
If anyone feels God has equipped them for this ministry please come forward.   

(1 Peter 4 v 10 : Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.)   

Cleaning 
Paul Maunsell 

As a team we clean the church building – that is, we vacuum floors, clean win-
dows/glass doors etc, clean toilets, clear the car park of leaves as needed. We also 
help set up and clear for meetings and try to keep the cleanliness of the building in a 
way which is honouring to God. We also highlight any maintenance issues noticed 
while doing this.  

This year has highlighted the need for volunteers to 
be available to stand in for team members when any 
of them are unavailable due to sickness or holidays. 
We are a good team, but we do need more volun-
teers, both to help regularly or to be called on when 
needed.  We believe that the appearance of the 
building is important as we welcome newcomers in to our midst and we want to 
ensure that the building reflects this.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

If you could volunteers on an ‘as needed’ basis, to stand in when a cleaning team 
member is off sick or on holiday, please have a word with Paul. (Cleaning is normal-
ly carried out on a Friday afternoon and a Monday morning). 

When a group has used chairs/tables etc for a meeting or activity, it would be much 
appreciated if they could put back the furniture in their places when the meeting has 
finished: even if the chairs are just stacked it is a help.  It also helps if the group could 
do a quick clean of the floors if necessary. Thank you! 
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Communion Preparation 
Marjorie Archer 

We are a committed team of people who prepare the 
bread and wine and set the table for all Communion 
services.  During this last year we have welcomed 
Julie Court onto the team. Christine Moffat has 
stepped down and I would like to thank her for her 
faithful service as part of the team. This is a ministry 
which we all value as we serve our Lord and our fel-
lowship.  

Deacons 
Terry West 

Below the surface, and unbeknown to most of NLBC lies a covert team of willing 
and faithful people, ready at a moment’s notice to spring into action when a dish-
washer fails, when a boiler refuses to fire, when a drain blocks, or some other emer-
gency occurs. When major fire prevention work is necessary, when the baptistery 
requires assembly, when joinery repairs just won’t wait any longer, they are called 
upon – and they respond. 

It’s been a time of retrenchment for them following the previous year’s significant 
expenditure on the fire alarms. The internal emergency lighting has now been com-
pleted with just the outside lights to finish. Other tasks have been routine repairs, 
servicing and minor replacements. 

The team’s under-cover style of operation makes sure that the building and all its 
services operate smoothly without fuss or stress to those going about God’s work. 
They are in the background – they like it that way.   

Life Support 
Kerry Morgan 

Life Support is the term that we apply to a ministry of compassion, encouragement 
and support within the Christian life.  It is a broad-based support approach, which 
goes beyond what some may refer to as “pastoral care”.  Recognising that people are 
made up of body, mind and soul, NLBC seeks to provide support for people in 3 key 
areas: practical, emotional and spiritual.  
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It has been amazing in 2018 to see how God provides when people in our church 
have needs. During the year I asked volunteers for various types of support 44 
times, and on almost every occasion the need was met. Partners at NLBC have 
shown great kindness and generosity in supporting others, sometimes at quite 
short notice. 20 people have been supported by people praying confidentially for 
them and their situations, sometimes short term, sometimes over a period of 
time. People have had visits, been given help with transport, had meals made for 
them…  

We are always seeking God for ways in which we can improve Life Support and 
how this ministry should grow. We are currently looking at equipping and sup-
porting our team of people who take Communion to those unable to attend 
church regularly and assessing any actions we may need to take to comply with 
safeguarding legislation.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

There are a few ways in which you can support this team: 

 Join us – complete a questionnaire, it doesn’t matter how many or few areas 
you are able to offer to help in, and once signed up there is no pressure to 
give more than you feel able. 

 Use us – if you need support in an area that your friends and Lifegroup are 
unable to fulfil, please contact me. If you know someone who needs help 
from Life Support, with their permission, contact me. 

 Pray – please pray, that I will seek God’s wisdom and discernment when 
managing Life Support at NLBC. Pray for more people to join the team, and 
more people to use it! Also, please pray that we will be obedient to God’s 
call in developing the ministry.  

Safeguarding 
Helen Miers 

Churches Child Protection Advisory Service (CCPAS) of which we are members 
has changed its name to Thirty one:eight. ‘Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, 
and for the rights of all who are vulnerable’ Proverbs 31:8. We at NLBC share 
their vision having an active concern for people, especially the most vulnerable in 
society, ensuring that we are creating environments that are safe, nurturing and 
that enable people to flourish.  

During this past year we have rewritten our Safe to Grow policy forming a new 
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Safeguarding Policy, recognising amongst other changes the need for the work we 
do with vulnerable adults to be included in the main policy rather than as an ap-
pendix. This has been a large piece of work and will be presented to the ACM in 
April 2019 for Church approval. As a team we continue to meet regularly for 
prayer and have offered support, advice and training for our children’s workers 
and those working with vulnerable adults. We also carried out DBS checks when 
required. 

Welcome Team 
David Blades 

We seek to give people a warm welcome to all our church services and  to ensure 
a safe environment, free from distractions so we can meet together and worship 
God.  

Outreach 

Community outreach 
Steve Cowie 

Seeking to bring the Gospel to our Community 

>  Discovery Steps 

Discovery Steps provides an informal lunch 
and fellowship time for those who are availa-
ble on Thursdays. This has developed over the 
past year and we continue to get new people 
coming along. We have now turned Fridays 
into discipleship days under the DISCIPLE 
banner, which is intended for anyone wanting 
to grow deeper in their faith. Some of our 
Discovery Steps people are attending these as 
they develop as disciples of Jesus, but many 
from the wider church now attend. Last sum-
mer on one of our Discovery Steps days out 
we baptised Michael in the sea at Saltburn as 
he had recently committed his life to Jesus.  
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>  Community Events 

We undertake a variety of community events throughout 
the year – taking our faith outside the church building and 
blessing the community. One of these events is Carol 
Singing at the Jolly Minister – we also provide festive food 
to bless those attending. We received a great response this 
past Christmas and were well received. 

>  Community Relationships 

Our major new community advancement this year has 
been with The Living Rooms. This has brought us into 
ever deepening relationship with many parts of our community in both the public 
and voluntary sectors. It has also brought us into a much closer working relation-
ship with those from the other major churches in Northallerton. The unity of pur-
pose and spirit with everyone involved has been a key outcome here, which has led 
to the progress of The Living Rooms. As a consequence, God is blessing this ven-
ture. (See full report included in the onenorthallerton report, p26)   

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

We desperately need new helpers with food preparation on Thursdays. So, if you 
could help by being on a rota please let us know. No experience is necessary just a 
willingness to serve!  

Please pray as this is a challenging ministry. Many of those who attend Discovery 
Steps face major challenges in their lives and need our prayers and support.  

Global Justice 
Rachel Parrott 

We want to raise awareness and challenge the church regarding issues of global jus-
tice, in partnership with Tearfund.  To “defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold 
the cause of the poor and the oppressed.” (Psalm 82:3)  

This ministry was launched in Oct 2018 with the Tearfund 
Big Quiz Night in which we had fun celebrating Tearfund’s 
50th birthday and raised almost £300 for their work with 
Syrian refugees.  A good number of people supported Tear-
fund’s “Light Up The Darkness” campaign, petitioning the 
World Bank to support off-grid renewable energy for the 
world’s poorest communities. We used our prayer time on 
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Sunday 18 Nov to pray for the work of Tearfund and prayerfully examine our own 
lifestyles and use of the world’s resources. Several people bought Tearfund and 
Traidcraft Christmas cards and gifts, through a bulk church order and we are gener-
ally seeking to raise awareness of Fairtrade.  During the next year we will continue 
to encourage the church to join Tearfund in its mission to end global poverty by 
our prayer, actions and giving, through links in the Friday email/newsletter and 
other events. 

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Rachel is currently a team of one, so anyone who has a heart for these issues would 
be most welcome to join the team. You can all support this work by responding to 
Tearfund campaigns and challenges about the way you shop, eat, dress, travel, re-
cycle, invest and give, in order to live more sustainably and help reduce the ine-
qualities and exploitation across the globe. Rachel would love to share with any 
Lifegroups who would consider taking on this challenge as part of their Hope Pro-
ject.  

Jubilee Debt Advice Centre 
Betty Mattison 

The aim of Jubilee is the same as that of CMA, to whom we 
are affiliated: freedom from debt and hope for the future. 

This year God has extended our ministry mainly within the 
Wednesday drop in, where people can come without an ap-
pointment  for conversation and advice about finances, budg-

eting and/or debts. We offer support as well as practical help in a situation that can 
be very dark at the beginning of the process as our clients can often see no way out 
of their situations often caused by ill health, loss of job, family breakdown or a mix 
up in the benefits system. With appropriate help and advice we can guide people 
through the situation so they can indeed, find hope for the future.  

God has also enabled us to train two further debt advisers which means we have 
more capacity to see clients.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

We appreciate  prayers as we are often involved in very complex and difficult situa-
tions with our clients, and need God’s wisdom and discernment.  
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New Life Book Club 
Elizabeth Campbell 

We aim to build up fellowship in an informal setting, facilitating friendships between 
those who enjoy reading. We are open to those with currently no church involve-
ment, as well as NLBC members and those who belong to other churches. New 
members always very welcome.   

This last year has been very positive 
within our group with several new 
members and a deepening of friend-
ship within the group which has pro-
vided opportunities for support of one 
another when appropriate.  We feel 
that God is using this ministry to pro-
vide informal pastoral support to 
members and to involve those with no 

current church involvement who share a love of reading.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray that relationships within the group remain positive and that friendships 
deepen.  Any church members who would like to join us are very welcome, please 
come along if you would like to belong to a Book Club, it is a great way to meet new 
people over a shared interest.   

New Life Ghana  
Liz Foster 

We support Pastor Osmond in fulfilling the vision given to him 
by the Lord over 20 years ago to provide a home, education and 
future for some of the poorest children in Ghana and to share the 
Gospel with people in James Town and the villages.  

2018 has been a phenomenal year!  God has answered our pray-
ers to enlarge our borders, achieve our goal to sponsor at least 

100 children by the end of 2018 and provide sufficient funds to purchase a replace-
ment car for Pastor Osmond. We have led successful trips to see the work at first 
hand, sharing the Gospel with team members and changing their lives as well as 
helping those in Ghana. 
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We have maintained our strong links with churches 
in Liverpool, Darlington, Wath, Pickhill and local 
schools. We have enjoyed establishing new partner-
ships with the Parish of St John the Baptist, 
Knaresborough and the people of Thirsk - young and 
old. 

This year God has equipped and empowered us to ex-
tend the message of hope to the small, rural village of 
Honi where teams witness extreme poverty.  New 
Life Honi Church, opened in 2017, funded through an 
anonymous donation, and has proved to be the com-
munity hub for the village. Together with St John’s, 
Knaresborough we have started a project to empower 
the women and teach them new skills of breadmaking 
and are working towards setting up a small nursery 
school in the church building. We also responded to a 
spontaneous need to provide an annual health card for 
all adult and child members of the church so that they 
can access free, basic health care. Our appeal raised 
over £1700! 

Fayef International School continues to flourish under the effective leadership of 
Rosemond, Gladstone and Abraham and there are ambitious plans to rebrand and 

develop the school further so that it remains attrac-
tive in what is a competitive market. 25% of the 
children who attend this school are fully sponsored 
through NLG, the rest pay their own school fees, 
feeding fees and transport fees where appropriate.  

In 2018, the first group of children finished their 
secondary education and Osmond is advising them 
in securing employment or continuing their educa-
tion.  Many are active members in one of Os-
mond’s churches - leading worship, children’s 
ministry etc., and some are teaching in the school.  
Edward, sponsored from the beginning, is now 
driving one of the school buses. They still see the 
Home of Hope as their home and are always there 
especially at weekends to help ‘daddy’ (Osmond).  
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The Lord is taking us deeper and deeper into this ministry – if we seek his guid-
ance, obey his desires and step out of the boat then he can do far more than we 
can imagine.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

 We value your prayers, specifically:  to equip and empower the NLG team to 
share the message of hope and love in all that they do here and in Ghana; for 
the rebranding of Fayef International School; to bless the people of Honi and 
the people of St John’s, Knaresborough as they work together to bring hope 
to the village. 

 We would encourage church members to consider sponsoring a child or join-
ing a team visit – you will be blessed! 

 Please support our 2019 Christmas Appeal in October and buy a health card 
for £5 for an adult and/or £3 for a child for the members of New Life Honi 
church and the staff at Fayef International School. 

 Help us to raise the £2000 needed to send a container of donated school fur-
niture, sewing machines and clothes for Fayef International School and the 
village of Honi  

New Life Romania 
Steve Cowie and Richard Cutting 

The purpose of our ministry is to bring faith, hope and love to the people of Ro-
mania. 

In last year’s report we shared how we were 
looking into the possibilities of a new church 
partnership in Romania which would enable us 
to continue helping the poor in a practical way, 
as well as bringing sustained spiritual help.  
Church members will know that at 2018’s An-
nual Church Meeting we entered into a new 
partnership with Beni and Ancuta Micle and the 
Agape Christian Centre in Navodari – near 
Constanta, on the edge of the Black Sea. This 
was facilitated by TEN (Transform Europe Net-
work) through whom we had made the initial 
connection in 2017. 
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In June of 2018 Beni (pastor of the church in Navodari) and Ancuta, his wife, 
were able to visit Northallerton, meet members of the NLR team, preach at 
NLBC and generally get to know us better. 

In October 2018 part of our special offering for mission at NLBC was to help sup-
port the Mathetis Bible School in Constanta and in particular the students. Praise 
God for the generosity of our church as we were able to send 5,000 EUROS 
which has made a real difference. We also sent the proceeds of the sale of our 
church minibus to help Beni in his ministry.  

As 2018 had been planned as a year of transition, it was 
decided not to make a big appeal for aid, Christmas shoe-
boxes or knitting, but nonetheless, a good number of these 
items was shipped to Constanta in December. Beni and 
Ancuta’s youth fellowship sorted, bagged and distributed 
the shoeboxes and knitting along with fresh chickens some-
one had donated to their church. They visited families in 
the remote villages and sang carols, inviting folks to 
Christmas services.  This outreach demonstrates in micro-
cosm all that we hope for our new partnership – bringing 

help for the poor alongside the preaching of the good news of Jesus. 

At the end of January/beginning of February this year 
(2019) a team consisting of John and Judith Smith, 
Keith Hutchinson, Steve Cowie and Richard Cutting 
spent a long weekend in the Constanta region. The 
team was able to: meet with Agape Christian Centre 
leaders; minister in the village churches; take two chil-
dren’s clubs; visit needy widows and families; contrib-
ute to a Constanta area youth meeting; encourage stu-
dents at the Mathetis Bible School in Constanta and 
join with the members of Agape Christian Centre for 
Sunday worship. The team also spent time with Beni 
and Ancuta talking through how we might further de-
velop our support for them and the work of the church.  

Now we have fully transitioned to partner with our brothers and sisters in Na-
vodari, there is much work to be done in order to ‘nail down’ how we might best 
support, encourage and help them. We believe we ‘must not run before we can 
walk.’  There is overwhelming need in Romania and we need God’s wisdom to 
know where it is best to concentrate our energies. This must be a spiritual work: 
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Spirit-led; God-resourced; driven by compassion 
and prayer. We believe it is right to support the 
Bible School and to investigate how we might sup-
ply some basic non-prescription medication prod-
ucts, as these are very expensive over the counter 
in Romania. We will encourage our knitters to 
knit and will accept shoeboxes again later this year.  
We will investigate how we might support one 
needy widow in particular. There are a number of 
other possible avenues of support which the NLR 
Team will explore in the year ahead. In May a small team is visiting Romania 
again. Steve will be part of the team and has been invited to speak at the gradua-
tion ceremony of the Mathetis Bible School students. Again, this will be an oppor-
tunity for us to encourage our friends and gain more knowledge of how we can 
support them in the days ahead. We hope Beni and Ancuta will visit us again later 
in 2019 and we hope to plan more trips out to Constanta – to enable NLR team 
members to see the new work.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for the work. Beni and Ancuta touched many hearts when visiting us 
last June. They are people of great integrity who have given up much for the sake 
of the Gospel. Pray for their children, Magnolia (16) and Junior (14).  They too 
have sacrificed much for this work. 

Do consider joining the NLR Team. We need volunteers who are willing to pray 
and give of their time. 

When the NLR Team share news of how we can support the work in Romania, do 
be prepared to attend events, knit, make up shoeboxes, sponsor Bible School stu-
dents and generally support this marvellous work!  

Onenorthallerton: church & community together  
NLBC rep and Lay Chair: Nigel Prince 

Over the past year the churches in Northallerton have been thinking through how 
we can be more effective in blessing our community.  Jesus prayed for His church 
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that we will be one just as he and the Father are one. To help us respond to this 
prayer we have therefore changed our name to ‘onenorthallerton’ and identified 
three priority areas where we will work together for the good of our community: 
welcoming Syrian refugees; the Living Rooms; and new housing (see below for 
the reports on each of these). The children’s, family and youth workers from the 
churches also meet regularly and serve the town together under the banner 
ONECY (one children and youth) - see below for the report from them.  

We have continued to be involved in a number of other outreach opportunities. 
There was the Good Friday Walk of Witness, which saw around 100 Christians 
from all the churches in town walk together in silence down the High Street to 
gather for a short service at noon round the market cross, reflecting on the cruci-
fixion.  

Other aspects of the work of onenorthallerton include the Computer Group, 
headed by John Mattison which offers to help those who might be struggling to 
find their way around IT. The longstanding Christian Aid group is still working on 
raising funds for some of those most in need of help throughout the world through 
the annual street collection and fundraising events such as Lent lunches and the 
annual Christian Aid Quiz. And our Street Angels draw their members from all 
the churches as well as from those who don’t go to church as they seek to support 
and reassure Northallerton on Saturday nights (see separate report). Northallerton 
Child Contact Centre held its last session on 23rd June and had a celebratory ser-
vice and get-together on 30th June to recognize their 17 years of service. 

How can we as a Church support onenorthallerton? 

Please pray for these different aspects of onenorthallerton and, if you can, volun-
teer to help with the Christian Aid street collection (New Life has an allocation of 
streets to cover each year).  

Syrian Refugee Support Group 

Mike Parrott (for NLBC) 

We seek to support the Syrian families who have come to Northallerton: they 
have now been here for just over a year and have settled in really well. The chil-
dren love school and the adults’ English is improving. The volunteers from the 
churches are doing lots of work to supplement the services provided by the statu-
tory bodies. This includes attending the Refugee Council drop ins to provide re-
freshments, chat to the refugees etc. We have organised various trips and meals 
and we support the formal English lessons for adults. We are also providing extra 
English lessons with a crèche and doing extra English with the children in school. 

25 



We provide transport and a whole range of practical help, advice and skills. 

The Refugee Council drop-ins have now reduced to once a fortnight. We will fill 
the gap and provide opportunities for more conversation, a sewing club etc. Learn-
ing to confidently speak English is obviously the key to the families feeling at home 
and being able to work which they are really keen to do. To this end we will be 
running a one to one English project where a volunteer is paired with a Syrian adult 
and can work on their language skills together.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for the volunteers that they will fulfil their roles with skill and wisdom. 
Pray for the refugees that they will continue to settle and make friends and that 
they will learn the language and be able to find employment. 

We will be hosting a tea and games afternoon on 12 May and we hope many of our 
folk, especially those with similar aged children, will be able to attend. 

The Living Rooms 
Steve Cowie (Chair of Trustees) 

The Living Rooms venture has seen significant development and progress during 
the past 12 months and is now a Registered Charity - Number 1181883 

We are in the advanced stages of securing premises for The Living Rooms in a cen-
tral location in Northallerton. This project was birthed at NLBC but now involves 
all the leading churches in Northallerton (onenorthallerton) as a standalone organi-
sation supported by them.  The founding Trustees are all from these churches.  
There is also a large team of volunteers from across the churches working alongside 
the trustees to get this project off the ground. The spirit of harmony and commit-
ment is wonderful to see! 

The Living Rooms is partnering with Renewwellbeing, Hambleton FoodShare and 
Jubilee Debt Advice (via NLBC) as well as the local Mental Heath Services. Other 
partnerships are being explored with voluntary and statutory agencies. 

We will be a place for anyone to go who is need of support due to anxiety, loneli-
ness, stress or depression. A place where we promote wellbeing and positive men-
tal health.  A place of acceptance whatever your background and a space ‘where it’s 
ok not to be ok’. We will also be able to help in specific areas of practical need and 
signpost to other agencies. There will be a prayer room as a key part of this space 
which will be open to everyone and where regular prayer will be led by one of our 
hosts. 
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The venture has been warmly welcomed by all sections of the community, as was 
witnessed by our ‘Opening the Doors to the Living Rooms’ day held in the Forum 
last October. We had around 250 people attend from all parts of the town to ex-
plore and give their support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We expect to be opening by late Spring of 2019   

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Engagement with volunteers has started and training will follow. There are many 
roles to fill with flexible time commitments. If you wish explore volunteering or 
help in any way, please get in touch. We will also be shortly launching a scheme for 
individuals to support The Living Rooms financially. 

Please pray that this venture will continue to demonstrate unity across all the 
church in Northallerton and be a real blessing to our community.  

Pioneering on new housing developments 

Angela Heys and Roy Searle (for NLBC) 

We are working as part of a small team from onenorthallerton, with representa-
tives of the five town churches. We have been praying, monitoring, discerning and 
visiting the following new housing estates, all to the north of the town; Castlegate, 
Kings Park and Thurston Park. The group meets every two months to pray and 
plan together. 

The developments comprise, when completed, over 1200 properties with an esti-
mated population of over 3,000, (an increase of nearly 25% of the population of 
Northallerton). The opportunity and challenge to reach out people living on the 
new housing estates is great. The vast majority of residents belong to the ‘missing 
generations’ (25 – 40 year olds). There are no church buildings, community cen-
tres, shops or other facilities on any of the estates at present. The plans for the site 
can be seen on Hambleton District Council’s website. We have a unique oppor-
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tunity to reach out, share and serve people who are in a period of change in their 
lives e.g. new home, relationships, expecting family, break up of previous rela-
tionships, new to the area, moving in from villages, etc. The challenge is to en-
visage how to share the Good News, welcome, form friendships and build a 
sense of community and what church might mean for these estates. Possibly an 
opportunity to think about a Fresh Expression of church as we plant the gospel 
among these new developments? 

Programme thus far: we created a Home blessing, invitation, information 
card which was delivered in autumn to every home on the Castlegate estate. Ali 
Boulton, a Baptist Regional Minister and pioneer of pioneering on new housing 
estates spoke at a very well attended evening host-
ed by New Life in October, with representatives of 
all the town churches and Salvation Army pioneers 
in Thirsk. Her excellent talk can be listened to on 
the New Life website. We have prayed around the 
new housing development to the north of the town 
and delivered the blessing cards in Advent to the 58 
occupied dwellings that were occupied on 
Thurston Park and Kings Park. 

Plans: we are in the process of updating the house blessing invitation and infor-
mation cards to go out with Easter Invitations on Saturday 30th March. They will 
be followed up by a delivery of Easter eggs and cards to each doorstep on the 
evening of Saturday 20th April (Easter Eve). We are also thinking about and 
planning an appropriate summer event on Saturday 11th May (ideas include an 
estate barbecue/s, treasure hunt walk, or social evening at the rugby club). 
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Personnel: the Church of England, through their diocesan missional initiative have 
released funding for a missional pioneer minister to come to Northallerton with the 
specific task of reaching out to the Millennial Generation (22- 38 year olds). Dave 
and Liz Johnson will arrive in the summer and will be working across the town.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the 
Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields. Matthew 
9:36-38 

 Please pray for believers to prayerfully consider moving onto one of the es-
tates; and for the group in discerning how to relate and reach out in compas-
sion to the estate residents. Also, prayer walk the estates on a regular basis.  

 Invite Dave and Liz Johnson and family to come and share in a Sunday Morn-
ing service. 

 Keep awareness of the initiative before the church with updates. 
 Get involved and supportive of happenings as organised by the group on the 

estates.  
 Take a look at the pioneering Fuelcast: 

https://www.thefuelcast.com/library/2019-02-6-a-kairos-moment  

ONECY (One Children & Youth)  
Jen Holder and Greg Condon (for NLBC) 

We work together alongside children & youth depart-
ments in other churches. Over the last year Donneta 
(All Saints Children and Families Minister), Hayley 
(Northallerton Methodist Families and Children’s 
worker), Jen and Greg have met regularly as a team and have discussed various 
opportunities to work together. In the past 2 years as a group we have run a Beach 
party for all the church children and young people, a prayer walk around the town 
where the children had to go and find the different signs and answer questions to 
win a prize and last year we asked the schools to make prayer stones.   

We decided as a group to try and work together more in the local schools. From 
next term we will be going into two of our local primary schools to run lunch 
clubs. These clubs will be Bible based and help the children engage with Christiani-
ty in a fun and age appropriate way. Northallerton School and Sixth Form College 
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has had a tough year or more in many ways. As churches, in the past we have strug-
gled to know how to support the school with few opportunities to engage with 
them: we now have some answered prayers to celebrate. We have met with some 
school staff several times since last November for prayer, it now looks like we may 
be able to help set up a regular school prayer meeting which may in the future open 
up other opportunities to bless the school. Please pray for the Christian students 
and staff as well as Donneta and Greg as they establish this new work in the school 
and cover the place in prayer.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for the new ventures in Alverton School and Broomfield School. Pray 
for us as a team to work well together and show the schools that denomination is 
just a word. Pray for the upcoming work at Northallerton School and Sixth Form 
College and for Greg and Donneta as they minister and support the young people; 
and also for Mr Drew, the Principal of Northallerton School and Sixth Form Col-
lege. 

Over 60s  
We seek to reach out to people aged over 60 within our own 
church and also the wider community showing love and an interest 
in their every day lives. 

Food for Thought 

Kath and Malcolm Bailey  

Our fortnightly gatherings over the last year have 
flown by as we realise that we have been in  the role 
as hosts for a full 12 months. Sharing a meal with 
around 30 guests has been a real privilege as we have 
seen relationships built and friendships develop. None 
of this would have been possible without the commit-

ment and dedication of the superb team that have supported us. Our sincerest 
thanks go to those who prepare and produce such enjoyable hot meals and 'run' the 
kitchen, serve and befriend, set up and clear the 'dining room', and work behind the 
scenes with admin and support. Our greatest delight has been the answer to prayer 
with Brian Godfrey joining the team as our resident pianist; he has faithfully provid-
ed this vital aspect of Food for Thought, meeting the desire for worship and praise 
to be at the heart of our gatherings.  
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Our short talks have been a mix of inspiring testimony from Spirit-led lives and 
life experiences, along with sharing of information on Community services and 
activities: from lives in Mission; to Street Angels; to the Secret Garden; to God 
at work in a personal way; and also Churches working together on the Living 
Rooms project. We have been truly blessed by the Lord's provision. Our last 
gathering before Christmas had a party feel mixed with a time of joyful worship 
and sharing of seasonal scripture in remembering/celebrating the true meaning 
of the season. All our meetings are surrounded in prayer as we seek to bring the 
needs and concerns of everyone, present or absent, before our Lord and Master 
and rest in His unfailing grace and mercy. 

A new development of the ministry has been in joining forces with TAFFY and 
the quarterly services, seeking to complement and support each area of outreach 
to the Over 60s. The Summer 'Holiday Club', led by Jen Holder, proved a lively 
success in bringing together a blend of worship, praise, food and fellowship with 
a range of activities to suit all tastes and abilities. Other reports give more detail, 
but, suffice to say, we look forward to a repeat of this outreach event in the com-
ing year! We also joined together in a Quiz Night at Rivendale involving the 
young people in an inter-generational way; an evening of fun and frolics for all 
ages! In December, we shared our information stand in the Church foyer which 
did bring forward one or two ideas for future developments. 

Our prayer is that we can continue to offer a safe and welcoming place of fellow-
ship, worship, and companionship for all Over-60's, meeting needs and bringing 
an experience of the love, faith, and hope, both physically and spiritually, that is 
to be found in Christ Jesus, our Saviour. We pray that the Lord will provide op-
portunities to build on the work so far and to reach further into the churches and 
communities around us. We give thanks for all that our Lord has enabled and 
provided for us, for the ministry, and for those who join with us.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

We would welcome anyone who feels called to take on a ‘hands-on’ role or who 
is available to join us at short notice when the need arises, whether in the kitchen 
or ‘out-front’. Please chat to Kath if this role of serving the ‘Over-60s’ is of in-
terest. 

If you know of a friend, neighbour, or family member who would enjoy joining 
our group for friendship and companionship along with hot food and fellowship, 
please do invite them along or bring them yourself. 
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Quarterly services 
Mandy Lawley 

We are thankful that God has faithfully led us as a team through another year. 
Though numbers have fluctuated somewhat, we have not lost heart and have 
been blessed by being a blessing! 

We were so encouraged by the Christmas special, when the format took on that 
of ‘Café style’. There was such a buzz around the place and everyone comment-
ed on how they loved the new set up – which we will of course now continue. 
We must thank Jen Holder for that! Jen gave an amazing interactive talk on the 
Christmas story which I know spoke to many. It was great to see numbers up 
and some familiar faces return. 

We continue to serve God as we are able and count it a blessing. We are looking 
forward to what God has in store for another year.   

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Can we encourage those of our own church to come and get alongside people, to 
talk or just to listen? This is invaluable to many who don’t get out or see anyone 
from one day to the next.  

TAFFY (Thursday Afternoon Fellowship For You) 

Liz Hill 

TAFFY is a daytime Lifegroup, meeting fortnight-
ly, where every individual attending is welcomed 
and valued. Our aim is to provide a place of sanc-
tuary and pastoral care where our spiritual friend-
ships will develop and deepen as we are encour-
aged to grow as disciples of Jesus. We hope that all 
attending will feel encouraged, and even excited, 
in exploring together the goodness of our God.  

It has been great to welcome some new friends 
amongst us, during the last months, and we extend an open invitation to anyone, 
of any age, who would like to come along.  

Our programme last year focussed on the teachings and ministry of Jesus, 
through the core values of love, faith and hope. We have been greatly blessed, 
again, in having many wonderful speakers who have taught us well and posed 
some great questions for our consideration and pondering. We aim to continue 
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in the same vein this year, exploring further our responses to the guidance of our 
Lord as is written in His Word. 

Our meetings include wonderful times of worship; times to share devotionals and 
scriptures that have had particular meaning for us individually; and times of open 
prayer. We end with tea and biscuits, and even cake on special birthday occasions. 

Last year we thoroughly enjoyed a quiz afternoon with 'Name that Tune!' It was 
great fun. 

 We visited Mainsgill and then we had a lovely Summer Mystery outing to 
Helmsley for lunch with beautiful countryside to enjoy en route there, and a dif-
ferent route back! Our Summer Celebration at Rivendale was greatly enjoyed by 
all attending including many residents. 

We have already a great programme in place until we break for the Summer. Ex-
citing and inspirational speakers; two visits, one being the Summer Mystery out-
ing; a quiz afternoon; a visit from Jen and her Ignite Life Group and our usual 
Summer Celebration at Rivendale.  

We feel that the Lord wants us to enjoy each other's company as we 'journey on', 
seeking and  learning together, discovering more about Him and gaining confi-
dence in speaking out and sharing our prayers, thoughts, concerns and questions.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

We greatly value your prayers and interest in our group and we would appreciate 
help with transport to certain of our visits  

Schools work 
Jen Holder 

Our aim is to help schools share the Christian faith. Schools work is always a busy 
area of church life, but never more so than this year. Collective worship has al-
ways been an open door in all of the local schools, however in addition to this we 
now have two of us going into schools with Walk through the Bible, which is an ex-
citing opportunity for us to open the word up to children and help them not only 
learn about God’s history but get excited about their learning. Trevor Rowe and I 
are now both going into many of the town schools with this and have had a great 
response from the schools. 

 In addition to teaching in the classroom we have had the opportunity once again 

33 



to bring the classroom into the church. Over the past year we have had most of the 
local primary schools come to the church to learn about Easter and Christmas. 
These events are very popular with the schools and encourage the children to learn 
the true meaning of these Christian holidays. 

We were also privileged to have a visit from the Dales school. The children came to 
NLBC for a short Christingle service. It was a blessed time spent with these chil-
dren, helping them engage with the Christmas message. 

Ignite on Tour is still popular with the 
schools. Each year we tour the local 
schools with an hour long assembly full 
of games, drama, videos, singing and a 
Christian message. This year the team 
shared a message of how God gives us 
our talents. Once again, I would like to 
thank all those who gave up their holi-
days and time to help boys and girls in 
our schools learn about Jesus. Each 
year an amazing dedicated team of peo-
ple go into schools, dress up as various 
bible characters and learn scripts so that children can learn the Christian message of 
love. A special thank you to Liz, Jean, Angela, Trevor, Robyn, Ione, Isaac, Kate and 
our late friend Sue. Without this amazing team, many children wouldn’t get the 
opportunity to learn about the love of Jesus.  

How can we as a church support this work? 

Please pray for the Walk through the Bible course. Pray for more schools to get on 
board. Pray for the Dales school and Mowbray schools. We want to connect with 
these schools and invite them to more events. 

I am about to join the children’s leaders in the other churches leading a dinner time 
club at two schools (see ONECY report under onenorthallerton). Please pray for us 
as a team and for the children to learn and want to know more about Jesus.  

Street Angels 
Ian Woods and Angela Heys 

Street Angels’ aim is to work for the safety and wellbeing of those 
enjoying the night time economy in Northallerton every Saturday 
night. 
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Street Angels continues to be a very active presence in 
the town. We are now well known and well thought of 
among the night time economy. We continue to be 
busy, reuniting friends and giving first aid amongst oth-
er things and of course giving out lots of flip flops and 
lolly pops. We are also making a difference in people’s 
lives, a example of this is one night due to the angels 
care and intervention they stopped a young lady from 
committing suicide. This is just one of many examples 
of the impact street angels are having on our town. We 
continue to have lots of conversations with people 
about why we do what we do which is always a bless-
ing. We have also been invited by various organisations 

to come and give talks about who we are and what we do. 

We are thankful for the continued opportunity to be out helping our community. 
To be a active presence not only on a Saturday night but also at events and for op-
portunities to get the word out there about Street Angels. It is a privilege to serve 
our community and to be where Jesus would be if he was here on earth.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for: 

i)  Continued safety and protection as we are encountering more violent incidents 
on our streets. 

ii) More volunteers, as there is a constant 
need to increase our team of angels. As the 
night time economy of Northallerton con-
tinues to grow, Saturday nights are getting 
busier and we don’t always have enough 
active angels to make up a full team each 
week. Volunteers are welcome from any 
part of our community.  

iii) Opportunities to share our faith where 
appropriate.  

iv)  Continued favour and acceptance by the people of Northallerton.  
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Discipleship 

Disciple  
Jim Smith 

There has been a good response to the programme that has evolved over the last 
12 months at NLBC. Under the banner of Disciple a variety of sessions have been 
run over this period: 

 The Grace Course 

 The Bible Course 
 The Prayer Course 
 Transformed: Paul’s letter to the Romans 

Each of these sessions has been well attended with numbers ranging from 10-15.  
There is clearly an appetite for engaging with scripture and the programme offers 
a variety of material including interactive videos from the Bible Society and the 
Prayer Course that encourage discussion and a clearer understanding of God’s 
Word. The Bible Course is an 8 week interactive study that offers an overview of 
how God’s plan for us is worked out from Genesis to Revelation. The Prayer 
Course is a six week engagement with the Lord’s Prayer designed to encourage 
and deepen our understanding by exploring six aspects of this great prayer. The 
sessions on Romans allow us to look a little deeper at Paul’s hugely influential let-
ter that charts the journey from despair to salvation through the death and resur-
rection of Jesus.   

Ignite 
Jen Holder 

Ignite is the umbrella name for all our children’s ministry, from discipleship to 
outreach, for all primary school aged children, seeing to reach out to children with 
the love of Jesus . Here are the reports for all the Ignite groups. 

Ignite Kids is our monthly children’s event for all primary school children. 

Last year we completed our Bible emoji’s and began a new theme – BiG Qs. Each 
session has its own question posed by the children and the team try and answer. 
Some of the questions have been quite difficult and challenging, but lots of fun for 
the children.  
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We’ve completed two holiday clubs. The 
Easter holiday club was a one day club 
enabling the team to engage with other 
events throughout the holidays including 
a family film night and a games evening. 
The summer holiday club lasted a week. 
Once again, we engaged with other op-
portunities during the holidays putting on a 
film and games night.  

This year we changed things for Halloween too. The children and young peo-
ple joined together to make cookies. I think we might have overestimated 
how many we needed, but the children and young people had a great time. 
Following this Big Bake off, the children went to a local residential home and 
gave the cookies out to the people there. They played an intergenerational 
quiz and had lots of fun. 

I believe one of the most amazing elements of the last year was seeing the 
children engage with the elderly. I believe God is clearly showing us as a 
ministry to engage more with other age groups and so I am going to look for 
ways we can accomplish this. 

This year is looking like another great 
year for Ignite Kids. All of these amaz-
ing events wouldn’t be possible with-
out an amazing team of volunteers 
working behind the scenes. I praise 
God for each person who gives their 
time to share the love of Jesus with the 
children in our town. Thank you eve-
ryone for all your work and support.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

We are always looking for people who are passionate about seeing boys and 
girls come to know Jesus to come and join the team.  

I believe all of the things we do should be covered in prayer. If you would 
like to become an Ignite Prayer warrior, then please see Jen and we can pray 
for our children.  
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Ignite Lifegroup is our weekly discipleship group for children in school 

years 4-6. And we have had two groups running this year, meeting each week to 
study the Bible together. The groups are made up of both children who attend 
church with their families and those who don’t and have been really popular, many 
children counting down to their invitation letter coming through the door. 

In 2018 we had an amazing 
year with our hope projects. 
Each term we decided who 
we would support through 
prayer as well as activities. 
Our first hope project was to 
welcome the Syrian refugees. 
We put on a party and wel-
comed them to our town. In 
the summer term we decided 
to pray for the local hospital. 
We then completed a  
Bike-A-Thon and raised £580 for the Rutson ward in the hospital. This enabled the 
children to pray and engage in a productive way with our community. The chil-
dren love doing the hope projects and it has allowed them to think and pray for 
others. 

During the summer the children attended a one day event called the Big Bash. 
During this day they studied the Bible, played loads of games and watched a film 
before going home very tired. It was an amazing day with some children making 
commitments for the first time. 

We had a huge cohort go 
from the children’s depart-
ment to the youth last year, 
which is amazing, however it 
has depleted our numbers, 
which has meant we are com-
bining the two groups into 
one for a while. These chil-
dren are clearly growing in 
their faith and so I believe 
God wants us to enable that 
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more and more. We are currently studying how to hear from God, and this 
has proved an amazing time of listening and learning. 

Once again, this ministry wouldn’t happen without an amazing group of vol-
unteers. Regularly Jean and Adrian help and lead these group and without 
them this group would not be the group it is today, so thank you. Also, we 
have a group of people who step in, often at the last minute to help. They 
know how important it is for children to be discipled and so I want to thank, 
Trev, Chloe, Liz, Bob and Kate for all their dedication too.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for this group. We want to see these boys and girls become 
mighty men and women of God. 

I believe all of the things we do should be covered in prayer. If you would 
like to become an Ignite Prayer warrior, then please see Jen and we can pray 
for our children.  

Ignite Sunday is our weekly group for children held on a Sunday 

morning, during the morning service, when they go out to their own groups 
and learn about various Bible topics. There are three groups, Xcite, Xplore 
& Xcell. Each group enables the children to engage with the Bible in an age 
appropriate way. 

Xcite: This is our group for our youngest children, aged 0 to Reception. 
These children engage with various Bible stories through story time, craft, 
music and free play time. Over the past few years they have been studying 
the most important 52 Bible stories, which allows them to learn more about 
the Bible through yearly repetition, equipping them for the step up to the 
older groups. 

Xplore & Xcell: Xplore is for children in school years 1-3, and Xcell is for 
children in school years 4-6. These groups learn together and play together 
but are in separate groups for story time, which enables the younger children 
to have a story, while the older boys and girls read from the Bible together. 
Over the past year these groups have completed the Old and New Testa-
ments and are currently thinking about what mission is in the book of Acts 
with the programme Mission Impossible. The children are encouraged to 
pray for and invite their friends to Ignite events as well as share their faith in 
other ways. Through learning about the disciples in Acts these children are 
being equipped as disciples themselves. 
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In addition to our weekly Sunday groups, every half term the older two groups 
join together for the whole service and have a time of worship, which is called 
Kids Worship and is very popular with the children as the session is structured 
differently from the usual Sunday morning. These sessions include challenges and 
sometimes even guest appearances from the adult congregation who tell the chil-
dren about their faith.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

All of the Ignite Sunday groups are growing. Please pray for more families to come 
to NLBC and for those in these groups to grow in their knowledge and faith in 
Christ. Due to the growing numbers, we need more team in all the groups.  

Ignite Tots 
Jen Holder, Chloe Hickford, Angela Heys 

Ignite Tots is our free weekly parent and toddler group, which has been running 
for many years and is as popular as ever. The children come with their parents and 
learn to play together. There are lots of toys for them to engage with. Each session 
has a story time where all the children are encouraged to sit and listen.  

This year we trialled keeping toddler group running throughout the summer 
which was popular for some of the mums. We also once again entered the Christ-
mas spirit teaching the children about the Christmas story through various activi-
ties. 

A huge thank you to Chloe for all her input into the running of this group, and to 
Angela for all her support throughout the past year.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

We want to see children in this group transfer to Ignite Kids/Xtra in the future. In 
the past the numbers transferring have been very low if any have transferred. 
Please pray for the new Children and Families worker who will help engage with 
this group and encourage more transitions.  

Ignite Xtra is our weekly group for all primary school children. Each week 

we meet in the upper hall for lots of games, fun, Bible stories as well as a very 
popular tuck shop. Over the last year we have seen an increase of children attend-
ing this event with many of the children actively inviting their friends.  

We choose subjects which are easily implemented into the daily lives of the chil-
dren and therefore we teach them Bible stories which can then help them in their 
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faith formation. Each week is different from the previous week with the children 
learning through drama, games, videos, prayer stations and one another.  

I would like to thank the Xtra team for all their hard work and support over the 
past year and look forward to what God will do through this team in the coming 
year. Thank you Trev, Chloe, Margaret, Liz and Robyn once again for all your 
dedication. 

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please pray for this group. We want to see these boys and girls come closer to 
committing their lives to Christ. We want to see children inviting their friends and 
this event grow and grow  

Lifegroups 
Oversight: Phil Hinton, Diana Lucas, Judith Smith, Amy Spence, Glen Cormack 

Lifegroups continue to be an essential part of life at New Life Baptist Church. 
Meeting in small groups on a weekly or fortnightly basis, we ‘do life together’, 
seeking to encourage and help one another to be more like Jesus wherever God 
has placed us, expressing all three of New Life’s values of Love, Faith and Hope. It 
is in these small groups that we have a safe place where we can give and receive 
friendship and support; grow closer to God as we learn together from the Bible 
and spend time in prayer; and reach out with the good news to our local commu-
nity and beyond.  

Here are some testimonies of blessings received from being part of one of the 
many groups: 

 "I find it difficult to come to church on Sunday mornings for a variety of per-
sonal reasons, but I feel safe in my Lifegroup as I know I have friends who 
support me, pray with me and I feel valued" 

 "Lifegroup is my haven I retreat to every 2 weeks where I feel I belong and 
can be 'me' without having to pretend. It's an oasis amidst life storms" 

 “Lifegroup has been a specific place of support in a difficult situation where I 
can share, or not, as I need and can be accepted just as I am” 

 “I have found it to be a place where I can be myself, it’s ok to be not ok. A 
place to grow and find encouragement, also to be challenged to step out”.  



These testimonies paint an encouraging picture of the pastoral nature of our Life-
groups which comes from one of the core values of the church – Love.  The aim is 
that each group should be a place of sanctuary and pastoral care and where time is 
created for spiritual friendships to develop and deepen. 

Under Faith the aim is for each group to grow & be fruitful. To help us with this 
we used Mark Greene’s excellent resource called ‘Fruitfulness on the Frontline.’  
Using the videos and discussion questions our eyes were opened to the surprising 
number of opportunities and ways we were already witnessing to our faith.  It was 
so encouraging and liberating to realise that God can and does work in and 
through us in our daily lives. 

Each group is also encouraged to work on a Hope project which helps to root our 
groups in the heart of the community.  It’s been great to see how imaginative & 
different these projects have been.  From supporting church ministries in prayer, 
cleaning areas of the church, decorating rooms for families in need of support, and 
raising money for our local hospital.   

For the year ahead we plan to create at least one more midweek evening group 
and also a monthly Sunday afternoon group for people who can’t attend midweek.  

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

If you’re not in a group why not give it a go? Talk to one of us and we will link 
you up with a group. 

20s & 30s Lifegroup(s) 

The 20s &30s Lifegroup has seen some changes this year, the biggest change being 
the multiplication from one Lifegroup into two. This decision was felt necessary 
due to increasing numbers and was prayed about by group leaders who very much 
felt that God was in this multiplication process. The group members were consult-
ed and after some prayer it took effect from the beginning of February 2019. One 
group is now led by Jonno and Louise Maude with Greg and Jane Condon and the 
other by Rob and Zoe Campbell with Andrew and Amy Spence. 

Although it is still early days, on the first night, both groups were encouraged to 
have 10-12 attendees, including new or less frequent members attending, which is 
great. We still see the value in having a combined 20s- 30s ministry within the 
church and so meet all together (roughly) every 8 weeks. This helps all the devel-
oped relationships to continue to grow and keeps the momentum of the 20s- 30s 
ministry, whilst also getting all the added value of the newly created smaller and 
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more intimate Lifegroup environment.  

Here are some thoughts from some of the leaders: 

Faith: ‘We’ve continued to cover a huge range of topics in our teaching and stud-
ies within Lifegroup. As well as tracking with wider church topics such as Fruitful-
ness on the Frontline, we’ve also developed some of our own series. A couple of 
our highlights have been ‘Conversations that changed my life’, in which we’ve 
linked experiential moments to scripture and got to know one another more deep-
ly, and ‘All in: Love, Serve, Grow’. This series has focussed on the 20s and 30s 
exploring things cross generationally with the wider church through visiting speak-
ers. We’ve studied the scriptural basis for each visitor’s team’s work: prayer min-
istry, Ghana, mentoring, Street Angels, Life Support etc. - it’s been fab to hear 
from folk across the church and to learn and grow together. Also praise nights are 
worth a mention – which are becoming a regular feature of group life, where we 
take over the church foyer for worship, food, prayer activities and testimony.’ Rob 
Campbell 

Hope (and generally ‘doing life together’): ‘Hope projects have become 
something which we as a group love to be involved in, we have a bit of a name for 
ourselves as decorators, since decorating Skye’s bedroom and the ‘Projection 
Room’ which will be the new Youth Room. Other projects have included helping 
members of our group move house and one in our line up is to empty and sort 
through the storage loft crypt in the up-
per hall at church. We continue to have 
weeks designated as ‘socials’ where we 
meet up as a group to do different activi-
ties. We have recently started asking a 
member of the group to select a film of 
particular significance to them and 
watching it together. Other social activi-
ties range from food and games nights to 
trips out bowling, Christian gigs, cinema 
trips, meals out, evening walks, watching 
England lose, quiz nights, geocaching (you’ll have to look it up!) Norwegian gar-
den skittles is also very popular!’ Amy Spence 

Love: God is good and works through our members in the pastoral department 
very easily without any prompting from us.  After church, 20s & 30s are very 
good at picking up on new young adults looking lost at coffee time.  The group’s 



Facebook page is a place where we regularly put out prayer requests and get in-
stant response and encouragement, and share amazing devotional videos or ser-
mon videos that we’ve liked, which is so good to have during the week outside of 
Lifegroup meetings.  At Lifegroup we regularly enjoy sharing joys and concerns 
about friends and family for prayer.  There are plenty of us going through tough 
seasons of life and it’s amazing to see people looking out for each other who may 
have never really talked or met otherwise.   

Growth and Change: ‘In September 2018 we asked the Lifegroup for feedback, 
about group life and where they might like to see it going in the future. Out of 

this, along with time spent 
seeking God's will for the 
group as leaders, came the 
multiplication into two 
smaller groups early this 
year. We have also taken 
note of requests for learn-
ing content and have de-
vised study series to sup-
port that. 

As we look to and pray about the future of these Lifegroups we hope to be able to 
develop, support, challenge and encourage our members to take ownership of 
their group more. We have begun to implement a new four part structure to the 
meetings, breaking them up into welcome, worship, word and witness elements, 
where we will be asking every week for members to choose something to do for 
next session.  Our hope is that members will be able to grow in confidence, dis-
cover and develop gifts and become far more active participants allowing everyone 
to learn from each other and realise they have something of value to give.’ Louise 
Maud 

Youth 
Greg Condon 

We hope to encourage and equip the young people of this church and this town to 

1.Meet Jesus personally 
2.Get to Know Jesus as His disciples 
3.Walk with Jesus for the rest of their lives.  
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Godsox Lifegroup (11-14s) and Xtreme 

The 11-14s are a wonderful and 
quirky group to work with.  
We’ve had a lovely year down in 
Ravens and in the foyer room - 
fine venues for us but we are 
itching to get into the new youth 
room!  Our first plan in our new 
room is to a) change our name 
(it’s time I’ve been told) and b 
to have a movie night in there 
with non-church friends and noodles – apparently Izzy and Greg made good noo-
dles at the Open Doors evening Elizabeth led last year and there needs to be a re-
peat performance!  We’ve been encouraging young people to bring their paper 
Bibles as well as odd socks this year to get our heads out of our phones.   

Xtreme group topics we’ve covered this year in teaching have been in line with the 
sermon topics, we encourage parents to talk about the teaching with their teens as 
we do the same topics.  In Godsox we looked at: what is ‘Sabbath’?, a series on 

friendship, a series from Corinthians 
focussing on love, ‘what is church?’, 
and a series on the ‘I am’s’ from John’s 
gospel.  Our big highlight has been a 
series called the ‘Beautiful Disciplines’ 
looking at spiritual disciplines aimed at 
young people. So far we’ve covered the 
disciplines of: service, worship, soli-
tude,  prayer, study, meditation, fast-
ing, simplicity and submission.  It’s 
helped us explore our faith in hunger, 

creativity, silence, noisiness, delivering sweets to the local community, commun-
ion, reflection….it’s been amazing and we’ve all grown through it!   

The life of the group is varied and vibrant—we’ve kept up the life-bag as a great 
way of getting to know each other, we had a retro ‘Crystal Maze’ night (mucky 
and challenging), a big summer social bowling and going out for MacDonalds. We 
pushed the boat out and attended Elizabeth’s Open Doors service as mentioned, 
we teamed up with Ignite Lifegroups and baked a lot of cookies for residents at 



Rivendale and went to enjoy a quiz with them…and help them eat cookies, we 
helped decorate the new youth room and we even deactivated a bomb made of 
about 3kg of sweets in our giant puzzle evening.   

Upcoming we have made plans together to: add a prayer/encouragement box to 
weekly meetings, run a youth lock-in in the church, also hold a sponsored ‘sleep 
rough’ event for a homeless charity in the church car park, a fundraiser for New 
Life Ghana which may involve walking up Roseberry Topping in fancy dress.  

When asked ‘What is God doing in your life through Godsox?’ some responses 
were; 

 Showing me how to worship with others 

 Building us as a group to support each other 
 Showing me how we are equally loved 

 Giving me lots of fun with new friends 
 Making me thankful for church 
 Teaching me about himself in lots of new ways 

Ivar Lifegroup (15-18s) 

‘We have had a fantastic year at Ivar Lifegroup. We have studied a wide range of 
topics over the year including relationships, big questions and the Holy Spirit as 
well as studying ‘Fruitfulness on the Front-Line’ alongside the adult Lifegroups. 
Most recently we have looked at the What? How? Why? of our Lifegroup, as-
sessing the Faith, Hope and Love structure and how we do them.   

We’ve particularly enjoyed reflecting on our completed Hope projects and finding 
new ideas for the year ahead as well as finding new ways of growing deeper togeth-
er.  This year’s hope projects have included decorating the new room (to be 
opened after Easter) and raising money for Kiva, a Christian microfinancing charity 
– where we choose different projects to lend money too in developing countries.  
We particularly enjoy lending money to individuals to help make their business 
sustainable, many of these projects have already managed to make them money to 
repay our loan so we have been able to reinvest in new projects and this will be an 
ongoing hope project. Closer to home we have got involved in our local area and 
sent our thoughts about the new ‘Treadmills’ development to our local council-
lors.  

We have also enjoyed deepening our relationships with one another through pray-
ing regularly in small groups, huddles, and social events we can bring our friends 
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too, these have included: an Escape Room evening, our annual Summer BBQ, an 
evening out to the local firework display and a Black Tie Quiz Night at Christmas. 

We are thankful for the last year and look forward to adventuring more together 
with God in the coming year.’ Chloe Hickford, Ivar Lifegroup leader 

New Room 

As mentioned, a new dedicated youth room is on the cards!  Elisabeth’s and Ste-
ve’s old offices (on their recommendations) have been knocked together to make a 
lovely big space on the 2nd floor.  It will be called ‘The Projection Room’ as it 
used to be the projection room for the Lyric Cinema as it was then.  It will be a 
contemporary lounge type space for youth meetings, with blackboard wall, snack 
bar, screen and lots of room for young people’s art work.  There’ll some desks in a 
corner for a youth office space with a 
new youth store room next door.  
We should be able to start using it 
after Easter and a massive thankyou 
to the youth and 20s & 30s Life-
groups for all their hard work in 
painting, sanding and taping!  Also 
thanks to adults in the congregation 
who have knocked down walls, 
painted, built things, acquired furniture, fiddled with electrics, made cushions, 
provided interior design skills, carried heavy things up there and even drilled out 
old pool balls! 

Kairos 2018 

The festival is growing and so is our cohort going!  We had over 30 people, leaders 
and young people attending this year, an epic homemade meeting shelter by Ray 
Hill, some Norwegian garden skittles, blow-torch nachos – a tradition!  We are 
now known at the camp as ‘Marshmallowton’ as our nightly hot choc and marsh-



mallow gathering around the fire has be-
come legendary!  God did some amazing 
things among us all this year in terms of 
healing, seeing prayer answered, tackling 
doubts, some amazing teaching too.  Please 
visit www.kairoscamp.org.uk and watch 
the promo video!   

Kairos moments from the youth: 

 I’ve heard from God and felt his pres-
ence in many ways this weekend, I’ve made new friends and strengthened old 
ones. I struggled with my worries and anxiety but overcame them. My pray-
ers have developed and been answered. I’ve been called, got clarification, 
support and been loved. Worship has been free and I’ve really connected 
with God. For the first time I had a message from God for someone. 

 My Kairos moment was when we were called to the front if we felt called by 
God I went and we prayed for my Dad. 

 Was in the apologetics talk 
when after answering the 
big questions the leader said 
the most powerful way to 
convince people of Christi-
anity is the example that we 
lead everyday, which is par-
ticularly meaningful to me 
before I go to uni. 

 Feeling specifically called 
out to be obedient to God’s calling 

 Sprinting for God not dawdling 

 Seeing community grow within our group, finding my identity in Christ, he is 
enough. 

Young Servants 

The Young Servants programme started in 2017 and is a great way for our young 
people to learn about and use their spiritual and practical gifts from God.  At the 
moment you may see young people serving in roles in; teaching, children’s work 
(including Xcite downstairs), youth work, welcome team, deacons, creative arts 
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and worship.  There is still some way to go as young people and adult servants are 
in various stages of the project with training and pairing so please pray for each of 
our young people to find their right place in serving the church.    

Leaders 

Many of us can trace the early steps in our faith journey back to Sunday school or 
youth group leaders investing in us.  God is good and has blessed with a magnifi-
cent and selfless team of leaders who sacrifice their time and talents each week to 
ensure our young people are provided for and meet with Jesus.  Please make some 
time and pray for our team by name, and if you see them please thank or encour-
age them for what they do: Amy Spence, Phil Hinton, Clare Bowers, Duncan and 
Rachel Ross-Russell, Jim Hodgson, Amelia Powell, Chloe Hickford, Rachel 
Webb, Helen and Simon Miers, Ray and Karen Hill and Sharon Blades.  Also pray 
for a special friend of the youth ministry – Nora Maunsell who volunteers doing 
the administration. 

The Breakfast Club 

We were seeking a way to help our 15-18s to engage better with the sermons on a 
Sunday morning.  After Easter and before the summer break we trialled 2 new 
ventures; a pre-service gathering on the balco-
ny with croissants (‘The Breakfast Club’) to 
discuss the up-coming sermon, with jour-
nal/doodling pages on the topic, discussion 
questions and sometimes a visit from the 
speaker with a ‘teaser’.  The other was a post 
service ‘debrief’ in ravens over hot chocolate 
doing a similar thing.  The Breakfast Club at 
9:50am was far more popular, but sadly the 
venue wasn’t conducive to discussion, so when we are in the new youth room we 
will resume the Breakfast Club meetings for the foreseeable future. 

Schools Work 

As you know we’ve been keen to bless Northallerton School and Sixth Form Col-
lege for some time, and God has been at work - opportunities are arising.  The 
school as a community has suffered a great deal in the last year, and our prayers 
have been and still are with the students, staff and parents.  We were recently in-
vited to a year 9 open evening to run a convention style stall to advertise our youth 



groups along with 14 other local charities and community groups, and we’re 
told there will be more opportunities to come.  It has been a pleasure, start-
ing in October 2018, to have met with some school staff to pray for the life of 
the school.  One of our young people has approached our youth team and 
school staff to initiate a regular school prayer meeting which may in the fu-
ture lead to other opportunities.  The meeting begins next half term, please 
pray for us as this begins and watch this space for details. 

How can we as a church support this ministry? 

Please encourage young people as often as possible as they serve and bless the 
church.  Please be praying for all of our youth activities, for God to make 
himself known to the young people and for them to become lifelong disci-
ples.  

Moving from youth to 20s & 30s Lifegroup 

“Moving into 20s & 30s in theory sounded daunting: chatting with a room of 
twenty-somethings most of which are couples! It also marked the end of a 
very close-knit ‘family’ in youth group which had formed over many years. 
However the reality is a room full of warm, welcoming and friendly faces- 
most of whom I knew or had seen in our church congregation. The most 
comforting part was how many similarities to youth group there were! It re-
ally is the same just with different topics and approaches to study. The ‘ethos’ 
or the general vibe- was just as comfortable and fun. I genuinely found it a 
completely easy transition and I continue to attend on Wednesday nights 
without hesitation.” Izzy Jones  
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Youth Leader 
Greg Condon 

Admin/PA to Glen 
Susanna Hinton 

Elder 
Mike Turner 

Elder 
Wendy Bousfield 

Elder 
Rob Campbell 

Elder 
Diana Lucas 

Volunteer admin 
assistant 
Nora Maunsell 
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