north Cincinnati
community church

“We exist to glorify God by making and deploying mature and equipped followers
of Christ for the sake of personal, family, community, and global transformation.”

Welcome
Thank you for joining us for worship today. Especially if this is your first time with us,
welcome. We are glad you are here. We realize that the flow and order of our worship may
be unfamiliar to you. We have included a few notes in the margins that will help you to
participate and that offer some explanations. Our desire is to be a safe place to ask
questions and learn about the good news of Jesus Christ, so please feel free to ask the
pastors and leaders anything that might be helpful for you, and please offer your feedback.
We hope you will notice a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship sometimes
called a liturgy This is because we are gathering for the unique activity of worship, not
for a lecture, a conference or a concert; not merely to listen to good music or to hear wise
teaching. Rather, we gather for an encounter with God. To worship anything is to recognize
its worth or significance, which we most often do through the service we offer to
someone. This is especially the case as the community of people called the church
gathers to worship. In worship we recognize the infinite significance of God through the
service we offer Him.
In worship we come not as passive observers but as active participants God speaks and
we respond. This worship guide is designed to be a tool to equip you as a participant in
celebrating the significance of our Triune God, and to serve as a resource for you, your
family, or perhaps a small group, as you continue to recognize the significance of the
Savior throughout the week.
Note for Parents of Young Children: For more information on how to use this worship
guide with young children, or on how to use it as a devotional guide throughout the week,
please see the last few pages for instructions and ideas.
With you and for you,
Michael Craddock
Senior Pastor
North Cincinnati Community Church

JANUARY 26, 2020

Reflection
“The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever
dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in
Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.” - Tim Keller
“Our worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God’s
grace. And your best days are never so good that you are beyond the need
of God’s grace.” - Jerry Bridges
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Calling

Please stand.

PRELUDE				

ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME

							

CONFESSION OF FAITH				
The call to worship
establishes the lines
of communication in
worship. God always
comes to us before
we come to God.
Biblical worship is a
response to God’s
gracious revelation
of himself to his
people.
Plain text is read
by the leader. Bold
text is read by the
congregation.

.

(MU S IC ON PAGE 5)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit; the holy universal Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
AMEN.
CALL TO WORSHIP

I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the
peoples.
For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to
the skies.
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;
let your glory be over all the earth.
- Psalm 57:9-11

SONGS OF PRAISE 			
SPEAK I PRAY THEE GENTLE JESUS
THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE
				
(MU S IC ON PAGE 6-7)
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All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name
Words & Music By John Rippon, Edward Perronet, & Oliver Holden
Used by permission. Nccc CCLI# 887363

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem,
and crown Him Lord of all;
bring forth the royal diadem,
and crown Him Lord of all.
Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race,
ye ransomed from the fall,
hail Him who saves you by His grace,
and crown Him Lord of all;
hail Him who saves you by His grace,
and crown Him Lord of all.
Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
the wormwood and the gall,
go, spread your trophies at His feet,
and crown Him Lord of all;
go, spread your trophies at His feet,
and crown Him Lord of all.
Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
on this terrestial ball,
to Him all majesty ascribe,
and crown Him Lord of all;
to Him all majesty ascribe,
and crown Him Lord of all.
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SPEAK I PRAY THEE GENTLE JESUS
WORDS BY WILLIAM WILLIAMS (ALT. TWIT)
MUSIC BY KEVIN TWIT
© 2015 KEVIN TWIT MUSIC
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

Speak, I pray Thee, gentle Jesus!
O, how passing sweet thy words,
Breathing o’er my troubled spirit
Peace which never earth affords.
All the world’s distracting voices,
All the tempting tones of ill,
At Thy voice, so mild, melodious
Are subdued and all is still.
Tell me Thou art mine, O Savior,
Speak a true assurance clear;
Banish all my dark misgivings,
Still my doubting, calm my fear.
In Thy righteousness I’ll triumph
In Thy wisdom I’ll be wise
In Thy robes I’m perfect beauty
In Thy power I’ll arise, I’ll arise, In thy power, I’ll arise
I’ll arise, I’ll arise, In thy power, I’ll arise
I’ll arise, I’ll arise, In thy power, I’ll arise
Speak, I pray Thee, gentle Jesus!
O, how passing sweet Thy words,
Breathing o’er my troubled spirit
Peace which never earth affords.
All the world’s distracting voices
All the tempting tones of ill,
At Thy voice, so mild, melodious
Are subdued, and all is still.

6

THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE
F.E.L. PUBLICATIONS © 1966
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

We are one in the Spirit,
we are one in the Lord;
we are one in the Spirit,
we are one in the Lord,
and we pray that all unity
may one day be restored.

And they’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians
by our love.
We will walk with each other,
we will walk hand in hand;
we will walk with each other,
we will walk hand in hand;
and together we’ll spread the news
that God is in our land.

Refrain
We will work with each other,
we will work side by side;
we will work with each other,
we will work side by side;
and we’ll guard each man’s dignity
and save each man’s pride.

Refrain
All praise to the Father
from whom all things come;
and all praise to Christ Jesus
His only Son;
and all praise to the Spirit
who makes us one.

Refrain
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Confession

CALL TO REPENTANCE
The call to
repentance
invites us
to honest
expression
within the
context of
our covenant
relationship
with God, a
relationship
in which
honesty
about our sin
is welcome
and safe.

Father in heaven, we confess to you that we have sinned. We have turned
from our neighbors and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have
ignored the pain of the world and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the
oppressed. We confess that we have failed to seek out your will in the
Scriptures, that we have kept you at bay while enjoying our sins, and that
we have sought our own ends and lived for our own glory. Have mercy
on us and forgive us. Work in us a profound and continuing repentance, a
grief for sin that trembles and fears, yet ever trusts and seeks clearly the
brightness and glories of the saving cross; for the sake of Jesus our Savior,
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

“Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification. Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.”
- Romans 4:25-5:2a
SONG OF ASSURANCE 		

		

JESUS NEVER FAILS

							

All we have
is given to
us by God.
Our offerings
express
this joyful
dependance
and our
commitment to
join God in his
work of renewal.

(MU S IC ON PAGE 9)

MISSIONS MOMENT					
ELISABETH CARY
					
MISSION TO THE WORLD - BULGARIA
PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS		
				

PSALM 19 (PURIFY MY HEART)
(MUSIC ON PAGE 10)

(Children ages 3-Kindergarten are dismissed for Wee Worship.)
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
•
THEOLOGY ON TAP: 7:30 P.M. JANUARY 27 @ THE COMMON BEER
COMPANY IN MASON.
•
FAITH PROMISE PLEDGE MONTH BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2.
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JESUS NEVER FAILS

ARTHUR A. LUTHER, GREGORY W. LAFOLLETTE
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

Earthly friends may prove untrue
And doubts and fears assail.
One still loves and cares for you
And Jesus never fails.

Jesus never fails,
Jesus never fails.
Heav’n and earth may pass away
But Jesus never fails.
Though the sky be dark and drear
Fierce and strong the gale.
Just remember He is near
And Jesus will not fail.

Refrain
In life’s dark and bitter hour
Love will still prevail.
Just trust His everlasting power
‘Cause Jesus will not fail.

Refrain (x2)
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PSALM 19 (PURIFY MY HEART)
WRITTEN BY JESS RAY
© JESS RAY MUSIC
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

Purify my heart,
May every word, every thought
Every motive, every intention
Be pleasing in your sight O God.
For Your voice refreshes by soul,
Brings joy to my heart,
And light to my eyes
Your words more precious than gold,
Sweeter than honey,
Better than life.
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MESSAGE					

REV. MICHAEL CRADDOCK

THE GOOD NEWS
The Word of
God is the
chief and
final means
through
which God
speaks to us;
the principle
and most
direct way
we hear
from God in
worship.

The Spirit
makes the
reading and
preaching of
God’s Word
a powerful
means of
nourshing
and
comforting
God’s
people, and
awakening
people of
new faith.

GALATIANS 1:1-2:10 (Page 972 in the black Bible)

Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers
who are with me,
To the churches of Galatia:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age,
according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever

and ever. Amen.

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there

is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to
you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.
9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you
a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to

please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of
Christ.

11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached
by me is not man’s gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For

you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church
of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism
beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was
I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he who had set me apart
before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to
reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles,
I did not immediately consult with anyone; 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem
to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and
returned again to Damascus.
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and
remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles
except James the Lord’s brother. 20 (In what I am writing to you, before
God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 And

I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.
23 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified God
because of me.
(Sermon text continued on next page.)
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2 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus

along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately
before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in
order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain. 3 But even Titus, who was
with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4 Yet because of false
brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ
Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission
even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6 And
from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God
shows no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the
contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised,
just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked
through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for
mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars,
perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to
Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only,
they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.
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(Space provided for sermon notes.)
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SONG OF RESPONSE				

I Surrender All

Judson w. vandeventer / Winfield s. weeeden
Used by permission. Nccc CCLI# 887363

All to Jesus I surrender
All to Him I freely give
I will ever love and trust Him
In His presence daily live

I surrender all,
I surrender all
All to Thee, my blessed Savior,
I surrender all
All to Jesus I surrender
Make me, Savior, wholly Thine
Let me feel the Holy Spirit
Truly know that Thou art mine.

Refrain
All to Jesus I surrender
Lord I give myself to Thee
Fill me with Thy love and power
Let Thy blessing fall on me

Refrain
BENEDICTION

Doxology

Used by permission. CCLI# 887363

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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Announcements & Events
Our Generosity - Through January 19, 2020
Month to Date General Fund Actual Giving:
Month to Date General Fund Giving Goal:
Month to Date Difference: -$16,517.34

$29,445.60
$45,962.94

Year to Date General Fund Actual Giving:		
$328,150.01
Year to Date General Fund Giving Goal:		
$321,740.58
Year to Date Difference: $6,409.43
Our weekly general fund giving goal is $15,320.98 per week.

2019 Contribution Statement

Contribution statements for 2019 are now available online via Touchpoint. If you have not
yet registered for a Touchpoint account or if you would prefer that a statement be printed
and mailed to you, please contact Annette (annette@northcincy.org).

Theology on Tap - Tomorrow Night

Our Men’s Ministry Team will host Theology on Tap at The Common Beer Company
(126 E. Main Street in Mason) tomorrow evening, January 27. The evening begins
at 7:30 p.m. Guys - join the men of North Cincinnati for an evening of teaching and
comradery.

Congregational Meeting - February 2

A congregational meeting will be held immediately following the worship service on
Sunday, February 2 for the purpose of electing Marcus Schuelke as a Deacon.

Faith Promise Month

Join us in February for Faith Promise Pledge Month, beginning next Sunday, February
2. Visit the Connect Center next Sunday to learn more.

Missing Items

Are you missing a Bible, coat, or coffee mug? Look for them in the following places:
• Bibles and miscellaneous items are located on the cart in the rear of the
sanctuary
• Coffee mugs are located in the wall cabinet at the end of the coffee station.
• Coats are located on hangers in the entryway.

15

Get Connected
Connect Groups intend to provide an ongoing place where newcomers and regular attenders
can connect to the community of God’s people at North Cincinnati. While these groups can
and will serve as a conduit to greater involvement in the body over time - such as a Bible
Study, Discipleship Group, or ministry team – the specific purpose of these groups is to
provide a low commitment setting (i.e., no “homework”) where a person can simply show up,
build relationships and experience the fellowship of God’s people.
CAN ANYONE PARTICIPATE IN A CONNECT GROUP?
Yes! These groups are for anyone - members, regulars attenders, friends, and neighbors.
WHEN & WHERE DO CONNECT GROUPS MEET?
Connect groups meet at a variety of times throughout the week: Sundays, Thursdays, and
Fridays, mostly in people’s homes. Join a Connect Group using the CONNECT tab on our
website - www.northcincy.org. If you have any question please email the group leader of the
group you want to join.
Silvieus’s Group– 2nd& 4th Thursday (6:30 pm – 8:00 pm) Mason, Ohio Area
Tim Silvieus - tsilvieus@gmail.com
Admiraal’s Group – 1st& 3rd Sunday (5:00 pm – 7:00 pm) Mason, Ohio Area
Jeff Admiraal - taccsan@yahoo.com
Knight/Oedy’s Group – 1st& 3rd Sunday (6:00 pm - 8:00 pm) Lebanon, Ohio Area
Gary & Kim Knight - kimgaryk@gmail.com
Nystrom’s Group - 2nd Sunday of every month (12:30 pm - 2:00 pm) at the church (Multipurpose Room)
Todd & Leah Nystrom - todd_nystrom@msn.com
Young Adults Group – 2nd Friday (6:30 pm – 8:00 pm) Norwood, Ohio Area
Savannah Whittridge - savannah@northcincy.org
WHO ARE THE LEADERS OF THE GROUPS?
Group leaders are members of North Cincy and have all gone through initial connect group
leader training as well as ongoing support and training.
ARE CHILDREN INVITED TO CONNECT GROUPS?
Childcare is handled by each connect group and is done so in a variety of ways. Some groups
have kids participate, some hire a babysitter, others take turns caring for the kiddos, some do
not provide childcare at all.
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Connecting on Sunday Morning
Opportunities for Adults

SUNDAY MORNING COMMUNITY
A new topic will be discussed soon in Sunday Morning Community - details will be announced. The
group will continue to meet until that time, led by Matt May.

TIME OF PRAYER
9:30 a.m.
Location: Conference Room
This time has been set aside to pray for the body and leadership of North Cincinnati Community
Church, our national leaders, for missions, and for specific/individual needs, praise and thanks.
The time will begin with fellowship/sharing and a short devotional. Contact Eric or Kathie France
for more information (ericbfrance@gmail.com or kathie.france@gmail.com).

17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all the nations’? (Mark 11:17) .
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Connecting on Sunday Morning
Opportunities for Youth
NORTHCINCY KIDS SUNDAY
9:30 a.m.
Nursery (0-2 year olds)
Elementary Sunday School Connect
Classes
(2 year olds - 4th grade)
Location: Hallway classrooms
Club56 (5th & 6th graders)
Location: Room 110
10:45 a.m.
Nursery (0-2 year olds)
Wee Worship (3 years old-Kindergarten)
Location: Meet in the hallway when
dismissed during the service and pick
up in the ‘K Room.
It is our desire that in all that we do,
“we will tell the next generation the
praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his
power, and the wonders he has done.
So the next generation would know
them, even the chldren yet to be born,
and they in turn would tell their children.
Then they would put their trust in God
and would not forget his deeds but
keep his commands.” Psalm 78:4,6-7.
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JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS
9:30 a.m. Room 111
Sunday Brunch is our Sunday Morning
Community for students in grades 7 through 12
that meet for a time of fellowship and discussion
over breakfast.
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NorthCincyWomen

The Women’s Servant Team seeks to
engage women in the community, connect
women to the body, and equip women in the
faith through Word-based and relationallydriven small groups and studies. We strive to
deploy gospel-empowered women to serve
where they live, work, and play.

SAVE THE DATES!

2020 BIBLE STUDIES
Beginning Mid-January: Our three Bible Studies
will be studying the book “From Garden to Glory,”
by Courtney Doctor.
Our entire team is looking forward to giving
our women a chance to see how all of the Bible,
from Genesis to Revelation, works together to
point us to Christ and our need for him.

February 20-22
PCA Women’s Leadership in Atlanta
with Nancy Guthrie
May 1-2
Hinged Chicago: with Abby Hutto,
Rachel Craddock, and Karen Hodge

REFRESH
February 6: Thursday (6:30–8pm)
March 13: Friday (6:30–8pm)
April 20: Monday (6:30–8pm)

MAC PRAYER GROUP

PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE!
Wednesday Evenings: Lebanon
https://northcincy.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/223
Wednesday Evenings: Mason
https://northcincy.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/384
Thursday Mornings with Childcare: Mason
https://northcincy.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/224

Will begin meeting again January 16.

Visit us at: ww.northcincy.org/womensprogramming
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Connecting Throughout the Week
Ministry Opportunities for Youth

North Cincy Student Ministries is a student movement for the glory of God and the good of others.
If you are a student between 7th and 12th grade, join us throughout the week or one of our Annual
Events (see flyers below). For more information about student ministry, please contact Eric Shrimipton
(email eric@northcincy.org).
Sunday Brunch 9:30 a.m. - Join North Cincy Student Ministries for a weekly conversation about
walking with Christ in today’s culture.
Monday from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. : 10-12 Grade Discipleship Groups at the home of Eric & Addie
Shrimpton.
Wednesday Connect: Join North Cincy Student Ministries on Wednesday nights at the church from
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. The evening begins with Large Group Time (game and devotional) that will lead to
Connect Groups for grades 7-9. Grades 10-12 will transition to a more unstructured time to hang out
with their friends.

American Heritage Girls
American Heritage Girls (AHG) is a Christ-centered leadership and character development ministry.
It allows girls to experience new challenges, serve others, make new friends and have tons of
fun, all in a safe, faith-filled environment. AHG offers girls ages 5-18 an exciting progressive
program of: Social Development, Girl Leadership Opportunities, Life Skill Enhancement through
a multi-level badge program, Character Development through community service and citizenship
programs, Development of Teamwork and Confidence, and Spiritual Development. AHG’s mission
is “Building women of integrity through service to God, family, community and country.” AHG meets
at North Cincinnati Community Church twice a month. It is open to all girls in the community. If
you are interested in learning more, please contact Ginny Johnson, Troop Coordinator (oh3124.
coordinator@gmail.com).
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The “Just One More” Ministry of North Cincinnati Community Church benefits
the Rosenow family. Scott and Kathy Rosenow founded The Shepherd’s Crook, an
adoption ministry that helps special needs orphans around the world come home to
their forever families. The following is a list of items that are their greatest needs.
Note: Some brands are specified due to allergy/nutritional/coordination issues.
■■

■■
■■

Regular syrup –
(not light or sugar free)

Peanut butter

■■

Bars of Ivory soap

Unsweetened applesauce

■■

Cereals (favorites are Life,
Crunchy Raisen Bran,
Corn Flakes)

■■

■■

Jam or honey

■■

Bottled lime or lemon juice

■■

■■

Dried Cranberries (regular not
low sugar)

■■
■■

■■

Hard plastic disposable
cups (9 oz. and 16 oz.),
foam plates.
OxyClean Versatile Free
powder stain remover
AA and AAA batteries
Kroger, Target, Amazon or
Kohl’s gift cards
Restaurant gift cards

Please place donated items in the bin in the lobby. Another way to support The
Shepherd’s Crook is to designate their ministry with your Amazon Smile Account and/
or Kroger Community Rewards (#81643). If you are interested in providing perishable
meal components for the Rosenows, contact Patrick Farrell:

pjfarrell@zoomtown.com
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Every one of us will experience difficulties at some
point in our lives: from loss of a loved one, illness,
discouragement, job loss, to many other challenges. God
never intended for us to go through these experiences
alone. That’s why God has brought us together as a
congregation—and it’s why we started Stephen Ministry:
God’s Love in Action.
Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who
have received 50 hours of care giving training to minister
to people experiencing a crisis, facing a challenge, or
simply going through a tough time.
A Stephen Minister will meet with you—privately
and confidentially—on a weekly basis to listen, care,
encourage, support, and remind you of Christ’s presence
in your life.
If you’d like to learn more about Stephen Ministry
for yourself, a family member, or a friend, neighbor,
coworker, or someone else you know – inside or outside
our congregation – talk with one of our pastors or
Stephen Leaders.
STEPHEN MINISTRY COORDINATORS:

Brett Frey - bfrey0208@gmail.com - 513-781-7560
Eric France - ericbfrance@gmail.com - 513-398-0554

North Cincy is one of more than 12,000 Stephen Ministry
congregations—from more than 170 denominations—
worldwide. Since, 1975 more than 600,000 Stephen
Ministers have been trained, providing care to more than
two million people in need. For more information about the
Stephen Ministries organization and the many resources it
offers, go to stephenministries.org.
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Engaging Young Children in Worship at North Cincy
[14] but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14, ESV)
If you are the parent of a young child, please know that Jesus was delighted
to have children in his company and we are too. Learning to engage with
God in the context of Sunday worship is a life-long journey for all of us,
and it is a privilege to be part of that journey. Doing many activities with
a child is different than doing the same activity without a child – such as
eating dinner – and the same is true with weekly public worship. This doesn’t
mean these activities are less delightful, but it does make them different.
As you navigate those differences, here are some ideas that other families have
found helpful as you assist your child to engage with God in worship this morning:
•

Remember that Biblical worship is much more than standing still. God
made us a people to move, and if they’re response to worship is clapping,
dancing, excitement, or movement that is okay with us.

•

Consider sitting up front. It helps young children, especially pre-readers, to
be able to visually engage with those who are upfront (musicians, pastors,
liturgists, etc.).

•

Use this worship program to help your young reader follow along. One of
the specific reasons we have a printed program and video projection is so
that parents of young children can assist their children by pointing to the
words we are singing to help them follow along.

•

Encourage your child to engage during the sermon by doodling or drawing.
Activities like drawing pictures of what they hear or listening for key words
on any given morning are a great way to engage.

Please also know that you are not alone in this journey. There are lots of
people around you right now who are navigating the same calling to train their
children as worshippers, and lots of people who have gone before you. Don’t
hesitate to ask other families about the practices or publications that they
have found helpful, such as Robbie Castleman’s book, Parenting in the Pew.
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NCCC Leadership
Senior Pastor: Michael Craddock
Assistant Pastor of Connection & Discipleship: Matt May
Assistant Pastor of Student Ministries: Eric Shrimpton
NorthCincy Kids Nursery Coordinator: Cheryl Poole
NorthCincy Kids Ministry Director: Savannah Whittridge
Worship Coordinator: Emily Lange
Director of Communication & Outreach: Osman Jama
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper: Annette Linton
Facilities Manager: Jim Ertel
Treasurer: Leann Gage
Session: Jeff Admiraal, Dan McKay, Todd Nystrom,
Mark Shaw, Wade Smith, Mike Sostok
Diaconate: Jim Ertel, Brett Frey, Ken Jacques,
Cameron Poole, Greg Roth

Church Office: 6170 Irwin-Simpson Road Mason, OH 45040
Phone: 229-0190 Fax: 229-8212
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday:
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Email address: info@northcincy.org
Website: www. northcincy.org
NCCC on Twitter: @northcincy
NCCC on Facebook: www.facebook.com/northcincy
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NCCC Vision & Mission
Our Vision:

Followers of Jesus in the past summarized the purpose of human existence, saying “Man’s
chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.” Our vision is to make followers of Jesus
who will in turn fulfill their chief end of enjoying and glorifying God. (Matt. 28:16-20). The
result of men, women, and children becoming and growing as mature and equipped
followers of Christ is transformation personally (2 Cor. 5:17) and at every level of society.

“We exist to glorify God by making and deploying mature and equipped followers of Christ
for the sake of personal, family, community, and global transformation.”

Our Mission:

The making of a mature and equipped follower of Christ is a process. Ultimately, the
transformation of a person who is unfamiliar with Jesus or his church into a person who
is a servant-leader like Jesus depends on the work of the Holy Spirit. However, humanly
speaking, that process commonly consists of the following process that makes up our
mission.
1. ENGAGING the unchurched where we live, work, and play.
2. CONNECTING newcomers to the community of God’s people.
3. ESTABLISHING members in the faith through life-on-life missional discipleship.
4. DEPLOYING servant-leaders for a life of kingdom-impact.

Our Values:

As we go about our mission there are several values that are most important to us:
1. Practicing indiscriminate LOVE regardless of social, economic or racial status.
2. Demonstrating personal, family, organizational, financial, and leadership INTEGRITY.
3. Living by FAITH in Christ and attempting faith-oriented goals in an environment of
innovation and change.
4. Speaking and proclaiming the TRUTH regardless of the consequences.
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