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Reflection
How can a particular God, a personal God, a God with a name, a character, a
God who means to work redemptively in history, now achieve a worldwide
result? How can He be known by a human population that is now divided,
diverse, dispersed by his own action (Gen 11:8)? The call of Abraham is
God’s missional answer to this problem… With the Abrahamic covenant,
God is creating a particular people who will carry forward God’s gracious
concern for all creation and serve the universal history of humankind. The
election of Abraham is not God turning his back on creation or universal
history for the sake of salvation history but rather his forwarding it.”
- Michael Williams in Far As The Curse Is Found

C AL ENDAR
A DV E N T
C H R I S T M AS
EPIPHANY
LENT
EAST ER
P EN T EC OST

The fullness of the resurrection requires more than a day to unpack. The Easter season is a fifty-day celebration
that ends on Pentecost Sunday (the Greek word pentekoste means “fiftieth”). The Easter season is a time to let
the implications of the resurrection sink in deeper, inviting us to realign our worldview and conform our living
to the reality that we have been raised with Christ to new life. Easter is full of joy and the laughter of love—
the grave is empty, love has won, Christ is risen! Give yourself over to the experience of that joy—take in the
absolute wonder of God’s purposeful plan of salvation (from Seeking God’s Face by Philip Reinders).

O RDI N A RY T I M E
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Calling
Please stand.

The call to worship
establishes the lines
of communication in
worship. God always
comes to us before
we come to God.
Biblical worship is a
response to God’s
gracious revelation
of himself to his
people.
Regular text is read
by the leader. Bold
text is read by the
congregation.

PRELUDE			

COME AND SING

							

(MU S IC ON PAGE 3)

CALL TO WORSHIP

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the
King of Glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! Lift up your
heads, O gates! That the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory!
- Psalm 24:7-10

SONGS OF PRAISE		
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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION
BEHOLD
(MU S IC ON PAGES 4-5)

COME AND SING

JEREMY QUILLO
JEREMY QUILLO © 2006 SONG# 4750121
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

I will sing with the voice
That He’s placed in my soul
So the world will hear what He has done
We must sing
if our hearts have been changed
By our God
Let the whole world know
that He has come

Come and sing
with the angels to the King
Come and bring Him your song
Come and sing
with the angels to the King
Come and bring Him your song
I will walk through the valley
But I still hear His voice
For the words of the Lord are in my heart
I will rise in the morn with the joy
That is my strength
Remembering the sound of His voice

Refrain
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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION
ANNE STEELE, GEORGE KEITH,
ARR. JEFF BENNETT
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
Fear not, I am with thee O be not dismayed;
for I am thy God, I will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.
When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy trials to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.
When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flames shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy filth to dispose and thy gold to refine.
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BEHOLD

TAYLOR LEONHARDT © 2016
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCCCCLI# 887363

The empty filled, the wounded healed,
the broken back together.
The poor are blessed, the weary rest.
We will dance forever.
The blinded see, the chained are free,
the doubtful, now believer.
The outcast known, the orphan home.
You are my redeemer

Behold, behold,
behold what love can do.
Behold, behold,
He’s making all things new.
The lost returned, the voiceless heard,
the mourner now rejoicing.
The mountains shake, the world awake,
creation all composing.
The sad untrue, the earth renewed,
the song has found its singer.
The darkness light, the dead alive.
You are my redeemer

Refrain
You are making all things new.
You are making all things new.
You are making all things new.

Refrain
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Confession
CALL TO REPENTANCE
The call to
repentance
invites us
to honest
expression
within the
context of
our covenant
relationship
with God, a
relationship
in which
honesty
about our sin
is welcome
and safe.
All we have
is given to
us by God.
Our offerings
express
this joyful
dependance
and our
commitment
to join God
in his work of
renewal.

O Lord, You who are all merciful, take away my sins from me and enkindle
within me the fire of Your Holy Spirit. Take away this heart of stone from
me and give me a heart of flesh and blood, a heart to love and adore You,
a heart which may delight in You, love You, and please You, for Christ’s
sake. Amen.
- Ambrose of Milan, 4th Century
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count
his sin. - Romans 4:7–8
SONG OF ASSURANCE				

AMAZING GRACE

JOHN NEWTON / ARR. EDWIN O EXCELL
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now I’m found,
was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far
and grace will lead me home.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun;
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we first begun.
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PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERING						

(Children ages 3-Kindergarten are dismissed for Wee Worship.)

HOW GREAT THOU ART
STUART K. HINE
SWEDISH FOLK MELODY
ARR. BY STUART K. HINE
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r thru’out the universe displayed

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:
how great Thou art, how great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
When thro’ the woods and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;

Refrain
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

Refrain
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art.

Refrain
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MESSAGE 						
HOPING IN THE PROMISE OF GOD

The Word of
God is the
chief and
final means
through
which God
speaks to us;
the principle
and most
direct way
we hear
from God in
worship.

The Spirit
makes the
reading and
preaching of
God’s Word
a powerful
means of
nourshing
and
comforting
God’s
people, and
awakening
people of
new faith.

REV. MATT MAY
		

Genesis 15:1-21
(Pages 10 & 11 in the black Bible)

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said,
“O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the
word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own
son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it
to him as righteousness.
7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans
to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know
that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a

female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over
against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful
and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for

certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will
be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out
with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you
shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and
a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a

covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river
of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”
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(Space provided for sermon notes.)
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Communion
INVITATION TO THE SACRAMENT
Communion,
or the Lord’s
Supper is
a covenant
renewal meal,
instituted by
Jesus the
night before
his crucifixion.
It points back
to the cross,
forward to the
return of the
King, but also,
when we
receive it in
faith, it is true
fellowship
with King
Jesus, in his
presence and
at his table.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
SONG OF RESPONSE

BE THOU MY VISION

TRADITIONAL IRISH MELODY
USED BY PERMISSION. NCCC CCLI# 887363

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me save, that thou art-thou my best thought by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be Thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with Thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

Doxology

used by permission. nccc CCLI# 887363

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
WHO SHOULD PARTICIPATE:
North
Cincinnati
Community
Church
welcomes all sincere Christians—those who
are trusting in Jesus Christ for salvation,
understand the meaning of the Lord’s
Supper, and are in good standing with
congregations that proclaim the gospel—
to receive Holy Communion with us.
DIRECTIONS FOR TAKING COMMUNION:
Starting with the first row exit towards the
center aisle of the section in which you are
seated (see diagram below). Gluten free
bread is available from the elder standing
to the far left of the stage. Once you have
received the elements you may eat and
drink at anytime. Please dispose of the
cups in the baskets located at each door.

PRAYERS FOR THOSE NOT COMMUNING
Because North Cincinnati Community
Church is a church that is not only for
convinced Christians, but also for people at
different stages in their spiritual journey, we
gladly extend room for you to process, think,
and dialogue. Use the prayers provided
below as guides to reflect upon and
respond to what God is doing in your life.
PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the
truth, and the life. Grant that I might be
undeterred by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. If
what you claim is true, please guide me,
teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of
you that is coherent, convincing, and that
leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
PRAYER OF BELIEF
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and
more sinful than I ever before believed, but
through you I am more loved and accepted
than I ever dared hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment
on the cross, and offering forgiveness
and new life. Knowing that you have been
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins
and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

A WORD TO PARENTS:
Children are welcome at the communion
table. To receive the Lord’s Supper, a child
must have been baptized and been formally
received as a communing member by the
Session of this church or the governing body
of the church to which you belong. If you
have any question about how the process
works, please contact Pastor Michael.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you
the fulfillment of all my need, and may
turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable
me to lay aside the sin that clings so
closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the
Pioneer and Perfecter of my faith. Amen.
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in
baptism and in a life of committed discipleship
in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people,
and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.
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Announcements & Events
Financial Update Through April 30, 2018

Month to Date General Fund Giving Goal:
$ 76,923.04
Month to Date General Fund Actual Giving: $ 81,555.89
Month to Date Difference: + $4,632.85
Year to Date General Fund Goal:
$538,461.70
Year to Date General Fund Actual: $529,782.34
Year to Date Difference: - $8,679.36
Our weekly general fund giving goal is $15,384.62 per week.

Interfaith Hospitality Network Week - May 20-26

We will host families from Interfaith Hospitality Network the week of May 20-26. There are many
different ways to contribute – a total of 29 spots to bring food for the evening meals and 46 spots
to give time to help set up the church, host the guests and make them welcome, or tear down the
rooms/do laundry after the guests leave. That means that one service week can use 75 Volunteers!
We hope you can help! The volunteer sign-up can be found online at http://signup.com/go/AJFSycW.
Questions? Stop by the table in the lobby.

Inquirer’s Class - June 2

Inquirer’s class covers the vision, missions, philosophy of ministry, roles, basic beliefs, polity, and
programs of North Cincinnati Community Church. It is designed to answer your questions about
NCCC and prepare you for church membership, although it is not required. The class, led by Senior
Pastor Michael Craddock, will begin with a continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at 12:30
p.m. RSVP to annette@northcincy.org.

Church Picnic - June 3

Save the date! We will celebrate the beginning of summer and Gottruth. following our worship
service on Sunday, June 3. Lunch and drinks will be provided. We ask that you bring a dessert to
share and lawn chairs or a blanket for your family. Games will be available after lunch. We hope
you will be able to join us!

Lost and Found Items

Are you missing a Bible, coat, or coffee mug? Look for them in the following places:
•
Bibles and miscellaneous items are located on the cart in the rear of the sanctuary.
•
Coffee mugs are located in the wall cabinet at the end of the coffee station.
•
Coats are located on hangers in the entryway.
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The week-long camp is open to all rising 1st-6th graders. Those
who attend the camp will receive instruction each night in the
area of their choosing Monday-Thursday. The camp concludes
with a Family Night on Friday evening.
Register online: www.northcincy.org using the Event tab.

2018 Camps
Art
Baseball
Basketball
Outdoor Adventure
Volleyball
Skateboarding
Soccer
Cooking

MVP : Pursuing Christ as #1.
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The “Just One More” Ministry of North Cincinnati Community Church benefits
the Rosenow family. Scott and Kathy Rosenow founded The Shepherd’s Crook, an
adoption ministry that helps special needs orphans around the world come home to
their forever families. The following is a list of items that are their greatest needs.
Note: Some brands are specified due to allergy/nutritional/coordination issues.
■■

■■
■■

■■

Regular syrup –
(not light or sugar free)

■■

Unsweetened applesauce
Cereals (favorites are Cheerios,
Life, Crunchy Raisen Bran,
Corn Flakes)

■■

Plackers dental flossers

■■

Bars of Ivory soap

■■

Hot cereal – Cream of Wheat
(2 1/2 Minute) or Cocoa Wheats

■■

Jam or honey

■■

Bottled lime or lemon juice

■■

Worchestershire sauce

■■

■■

Raisins

■■

■■

Dried Cranberries (regular not
low sugar)

Stand-up pump toothpaste:
Crest for Kid’s or other brands for
older children

■■

■■

Hard plastic disposable
cups (9 oz. and 16 oz.),
foam plates, bendable straws.
OxyClean Versatile Free
powder stain remover
AA and AAA batteries
Kroger or Target extra large
waterproof bed pads
Kroger, Target, Amazon or
Kohl’s gift cards

Please place donated items in the bin in the lobby. If you are interested in providing
perishable meal components for the Rosenows, contact Patrick Farrell:

pjfarrell@zoomtown.com
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GLOBAL MISSIONS AT NORTH CINCY
The Global Missions Team Purpose: We exist to glorify God by obeying and participating in God’s
Great Commission, both home and abroad.

MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHTS

Nenad & Silvana Kovačevic´

Nick & Uliana Morari

Nenad is the lead pastor at Baptistička Crkva
Mačkovec, in northern Croatia. He is vibrantly
evangelistic and has a heart to reach his country
through church planting. NCCC has served
alongside Nenad and his church for 20 years,
running camps for the youth in Mačkovec.

Nick started the Admirals Basketball Academy in
2012 to reach the youth in Moldova with the Gospel.
Many of them (ages 8-21) come from single parent
households and/or poor backgrounds. Through this
ministry, the youth are growing in Christ and now
have a hope for their future.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAITH PROMISE

SUMMER 2018 MISSION TRIPS
CROATIA - June 15-25
English Camp for youth in Mačkovec
This year marks the 20th anniversary of our
partnership in Croatia.
LONDON - July 2-9
L.E.A.P London Evangelism And Prayer
Please pray for our teams traveling this summer;
for travel safety, spiritual growth, and that they
would glorify God in all they say and do.

Faith Promise funds are those given by the North
Cincy family above and beyond regular contributions
or tithe offerings.
100% of Faith Promise funds go to missionaries
we support who have unexpected needs or new
ministry opportunities.
Faith Promise pledges are collected in February,
then we pray and watch for God to provide!
2018 Pledge Amount

$32,370.00

2017 Surplus

$11,367.66

2018 Actual Pledge Funds
Received to Date

$20,477.73

2018 Distributions to Date

$6,425.00

Available for Distribution

$25,420.39
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Connecting on Sunday Morning
Opportunities for Adults

SUNDAY MORNING COMMUNITIES
9:30 a.m.
Walking with God through Pain & Suffering
Multipurpose Room A
Shepherds: Wade & Melissa Smith
Teacher: Matt May
The problem of pain and suffering is
something that every person across every
culture, throughout all generations has had to
wrestle with, yet sadly in our Western culture
(and even the Church for that matter) we seem
to be far less equipped to handle suffering
and far more traumatized by it. In this 8-week
class, we will use Tim Keller’s book, Walking
with God Through Pain & Suffering, as a
resource to discuss how to better understand
suffering biblically and how to walk with God
in the midst of it. Also, we’ll hear stories
of folks in our church who’ve endured
suffering or are currently suffering now, and
how the Lord has met them in midst of it.
Express Your Faith
Multipurpose Room B
Shepherds: Cecil & Paula New
Teacher: Michael Craddock
The Bible calls every follower of Christ to “be
prepared to give an answer for the hope that
you have [in Christ]” but how prepared do most
of us feel to help another person investigate
the hope of Christ we have in the gospel? Join
us as we learn a very practical and proven
approach for helping others investigate the
good news of Christ from veteran pastor
and personal evangelist, Randy Pope.
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TIME OF PRAYER
9:30 a.m.
Location: Conference Room
This time has been set aside to pray for the
body and leadership of North Cincinnati
Community Church, our national leaders,
for missions, and for specific/individual
needs, praise and thanks. The time will
begin
with
fellowship/sharing
and
a
short devotional.
Contact Eric or Kathie
France for more information (ericbfrance@
gmail.com
or
kathie.france@gmail.com).

17 And he was teaching them and saying to
them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all the nations’?
(Mark 11:17) .

Connecting on Sunday Morning
Opportunities for Youth

NORTHCINCY KIDS SUNDAY
9:30 a.m.
Nursery (0-2 year olds)
Elementary Sunday School Connect Classes
(2 year olds - 4th grade)
Location: Hallway classrooms

JR. HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL CLASS
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Brunch is our
Sunday
Morning
Community for students in grades 7 through 12
that meet for a time of fellowship and discussion
over breakfast.

Club56 (5th & 6th graders)
Location: Room 110
10:45 a.m.
Nursery (0-2 year olds)
Wee Worship (3 years old-Kindergarten)
Location: Meet in the hallway when dismissed
during the service and pick up in the ‘K Room.’
It is our desire that in all that we do, “we will
tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds
of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has
done. So the next generation would know them,
even the chldren yet to be born, and they in
turn would tell their chlidren. Then they would
put their trust in God and would not forget his
deeds but keep his commands.” Psalm 78:4,6-7.
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North Cincy Women
The Women’s Servant Team
would love to connect with you.
As women’s ministry servants,
we seek to engage women in
the community, connect women
to the body, equip women in the
faith through Word-based and
relationally-driven small groups
and studies, and deploy women
empowered by the gospel to serve
where they live, work, and play.
New Here?
1. Find one of our
Servant Team
members and ask
for a FREE t-shirt.
2. Follow our North
Cincinnati Women’s Ministry
Facebook Page.
3. Contact Elleen May at:
eileenmay@outlook.com for
more information on how to
connect with us.

Ways to Connect:
One Conference: in Chattanooga,
October 4-5, 2018.
Conference cost is $75 and
registration is online at pcacdm.org/
one-conferences-chattanooga/
Early registration is highly
recommended, this conference will
sell out.
The Servant Team has rented a
house for our stay. Lodging for
2 nights is $60 and can be paid
by check made out to NCCC with
Chattanooga House on the memo
line.

Doreen Ogden, Kim Knight, Melissa Smith, Rachel Craddock, Allison Brown,
Addie Shrimpton, Eileen May, and Paula New

Ways to be Equipped:
Our Bible Studies and Discipleship
Groups will resume in September
2018.
In the fall, Bible Studies will be
using Jen Wilkin’s Genesis study
and will meet Thursday mornings at
the church or Wednesday evenings.
Beginning in May you can sign
up for interest in one of our nine
potential Life on Life Discipleship
Groups. Life on Life Groups are
small groups of women (4-6) and
a weekly, one-year commitment.
Matt May and Michael Craddock will
meet with the women interested in
the possibility of being matched to
a Life-on-Life leader.
Contact Paula New paula.new@
gmail.com for information.

Ways to Connect:
Summer Social: SAVE THE DATE!
July 14, with Speaker Kim Knight.

Looking to be Deployed?
This summer we will be training
leaders for our Alongside Groups.
Alongside Groups will be small,
age-diverse groups that will
meet once a month beginning in
September 2018.
We are looking for Volunteers,
Workers, and Substitutes for our
Little Lions/Little Lambs Childcare
for the 2018-2019 ministry year. This
is a paid opportunity available to
women 7th grade and beyond.
Email rachel_craddock@icloud.com
for more information on deploying
opportunities.

Ways to Connect:
Summer Play Groups: will meet
Thursday Mornings at Cottell Park
from 9:30-11am.
They begin on June 7th.
Email Allison: hicks.292@gmail.
com to be added to our punchbowl
invite list.

19

Connecting Throughout the Week
Ministry Opportunities for Youth
True North is a student movement for the glory of God and the good of others. If you are a student
between 7th and 12th grade, join us throughout the week (see flyers below) or for one of our Annual
Events (email eric@northcincy.org for events and dates).
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Connecting Throughout the Week
Ministry Opportunities for Youth
American Heritage Girls
American Heritage Girls (AHG) is a Christ-centered leadership and character development ministry.
It allows girls to experience new challenges, serve others, make new friends and have tons of
fun, all in a safe, faith-filled environment. AHG offers girls ages 5-18 an exciting progressive
program of: Social Development, Girl Leadership Opportunities, Life Skill Enhancement through
a multi-level badge program, Character Development through community service and citizenship
programs, Development of Teamwork and Confidence, and Spiritual Development. AHG’s mission
is “Building women of integrity through service to God, family, community and country.” AHG meets
at North Cincinnati Community Church twice a month. It is open to all girls in the community. If
you are interested in learning more, please contact Shelley Russell, Troop Coordinator (oh3124.
coordinator@gmail.com).
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Engaging Young Children in Worship at North Cincy
[14] but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14, ESV)
If you are the parent of a young child, please know that Jesus was delighted
to have children in his company and we are too. Learning to engage with
God in the context of Sunday worship is a life-long journey for all of us,
and it is a privilege to be part of that journey. Doing many activities with
a child is different than doing the same activity without a child – such as
eating dinner – and the same is true with weekly public worship. This doesn’t
mean these activities are less delightful, but it does make them different.
As you navigate those differences, here are some ideas that other families have
found helpful as you assist your child to engage with God in worship this morning:
•

Remember that Biblical worship is much more than standing still. God
made us a people to move, and if they’re response to worship is clapping,
dancing, excitement, or movement that is okay with us.

•

Consider sitting up front. It helps young children, especially pre-readers, to
be able to visually engage with those who are upfront (musicians, pastors,
liturgists, etc.).

•

Use this worship program to help your young reader follow along. One of
the specific reasons we have a printed program and video projection is so
that parents of young children can assist their children by pointing to the
words we are singing to help them follow along.

•

Encourage your child to engage during the sermon by doodling or drawing.
Activities like drawing pictures of what they hear or listening for key words
on any given morning are a great way to engage.

Please also know that you are not alone in this journey. There are lots of
people around you right now who are navigating the same calling to train their
children as worshippers, and lots of people who have gone before you. Don’t
hesitate to ask other families about the practices or publications that they
have found helpful, such as Robbie Castleman’s book, Parenting in the Pew.
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NCCC Leadership
Senior Pastor: Michael Craddock
Assistant Pastor of Connection & Discipleship: Matt May
Assistant Pastor of Student Ministries: Eric Shrimpton
NorthCincy Kids Nursery Coordinator: Cheryl Poole
NorthCincy Kids Coordinator (PreK, K & Wee Worship): Leah Nystrom
NorthCincy Kids Coordinator (Grades 1-4 & Club 56): Alli Brown
Office Administrator: Annette Linton
Bookkeeper/H.R. Assistant: Kathy Toth
Facilities Manager: Jim Ertel
Treasurer: Josh Hutt
Worship Coordinator: Emily Lange
Session: Jeff Admiraal, Gordon Anaple, Steve Brown, Matt Hicks,
Gary Knight, Cecil New, Mark Shaw, Mike Sostok
Diaconate: Jay Bennett, Brett Frey, Ken Jacques, Ted Phelps,
Cameron Poole, Jeff Rynders, Marcus Schuelke, Jim Siciliano, Tim Silvieus

Church Office: 6170 Irwin-Simpson Road Mason, OH 45040
Phone: 229-0190 Fax: 229-8212
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday:
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Bookkeeper’s Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Email address: info@northcincy.org
Website: www. northcincy.org
NCCC on Twitter: @northcincy
NCCC on Facebook: www.facebook.com/northcincy
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NCCC Vision & Mission
Our Vision:

Followers of Jesus in the past summarized the purpose of human existence, saying “Man’s
chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.” While this is the ultimate reason for which
God made all human beings, the unique mission with which Jesus has charged the church
is to “make disciples” (Matt. 28:16-20). By definition a “disciple” is a “follower”, learner, or
imitator of another.
As a church our vision is to make followers of Jesus who will in turn fulfill their chief end
of enjoying and glorifying God. The result of men, women, and children becoming and
growing as mature and equipped followers of Christ is transformation personally (2 Cor. 5:17)
and at every level of society.

“We exist to glorify God by making and deploying mature and equipped followers of Christ
for the sake of personal, family, community, and global transformation.”

Our Mission:

The making of a mature and equipped follower of Christ is a process. Ultimately, the
transformation of a person who is unfamiliar with Jesus or his church into a person who
is a servant-leader like Jesus depends on the work of the Holy Spirit. However, humanly
speaking, that process commonly consists of the following process that makes up our
mission.
1. ENGAGING the unchurched where we live, work, and play.
2. CONNECTING newcomers to the community of God’s people.
3. ESTABLISHING members in the faith through life-on-life missional discipleship.
4. DEPLOYING servant-leaders for a life of kingdom-impact.

Our Values:

As we go about our mission there are several values that are most important to us:
1. Practicing indiscriminate LOVE regardless of social, economic or racial status.
2. Demonstrating personal, family, organizational, financial, and leadership INTEGRITY.
3. Living by FAITH in Christ and attempting faith-oriented goals in an environment of
innovation and change.
4. Speaking and proclaiming the TRUTH regardless of the consequences.
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