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Inductive Bible Study Week 8 (two part extended study) 
 

Read James 2:1-7  

 

Introduction 

 

Imagine an idyllic church setting.  Soft light showing through stained glass cast over smiling 

families dressed in their Sunday best, quietly chatting with one another before the church service 

begins. Suddenly, a bent-over, bearded figure in filthy clothes bumps his way through the foyer 

doors looking for somewhere to sit down. The happy, chatty sounds die down, all eyes are on the 

bearded man, and the feeling in the room changes. What happens next? In reality, in most 

churches, this man either gets quietly interrogated as to why he’s there, or he’s discreetly ushered 

off to sit in a more appropriate place of the sanctuary.  

 

We all imagine ourselves as impartial to outward appearances, but reality often reveals our 

biases.  

 

In the beginning of chapter 2, the Apostle James exhorts believers to demonstrate their faith 

through action by not showing preferential treatment. Whenever our interactions favor others 

based on outward appearances (like wealth, or social status), rather than on the person’s spiritual 

position in Christ, we are at best minimizing and at worst ignoring the work of Jesus on the cross 

that declares believers to be fellow heirs and adopted sons of God (Romans 8:14-17). 

Preferential treatment is a sin against both God and man and the church should have no part in it. 

 

Conversation about money and status in the church are often uncomfortable, but James discusses 

these issues often. James, the practical theologian that he is, urges believers to only make 

distinctions that God himself makes. As you study this passage, follow James’s example and let 

the word honestly examine you in this area. 

 

Observation 

 

Read the passage carefully. James uses a hypothetical situation to illustrate his point. Now read 

the passage three more times, imagining yourself in the position of the rich man, the poor man, 

and finally yourself in your own church as the story unfolds. 

 

 Who is James talking to? 

 How does the passage describe the rich and favored? The poor and marginalized? (v. 2, 
5-7) 

 What are the ways the believers in the passage have sinned? (v. 4, 6) 

 What is the reason James gives for not showing partiality? (v. 1) 

 What do you notice about the order of events in verse 5? Read Ephesians 1 and make 
note of correlations you find. 
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Interpretation 

 

Let’s now look at the passage in conjunction with other Scriptures, and allow the Bible to 

interpret itself. 

 
 Read Galatians 3:26-29. When we are partial to other believers in the church, what 

practical effects of Christ’s work are we denying? 

 Read Philippians 3:4-8. What are the earthly, sinful claims for preferential treatment Paul 

could have made? What was his response instead? 

 Read 1 Corinthians 15:19. What is all believers’ hope in? (More on this below). 

 Read 1 John 3:14. How is a believer known? 

 Read the following passages and list the sins that the wealthy are prone to: 1 Timothy 

6:17, Jeremiah 9:23, Proverbs 22:7, Proverbs 30:8-9, Psalm 62:10, Ecclesiastes 5:13, 

Luke 12:19. 

 

Application 

 

Self-examination is encouraged in Scripture (Psalm 4:4b). Even if you don’t show partiality, we 

all have room for growth in humility, faith and obedience.  

 
 To whom are you most prone to show partiality and why? What does this reveal about 

your character? 

 By definition, all believers are “in Christ”. If you judge other believers as less than 

esteemed, are you not also judging Christ living in them?  

 We read in 1 Corinthians 15:19 above that our hope is in Christ alone. If you struggle 

with partiality, what are you putting your hope in instead of Christ alone? 

 God often chose to reveal His power and glory through the poor and downtrodden in 

Scripture, i.e., David and Goliath, Moses and the Israelites, the disciples, etc. Why do you 

think this is? 

 

For Further Study 

 Go online to blueletterbible.org and do a word search for the word “poor” in the ESV 

version of the Bible. Read as many verses as you can. Now, in one or two sentences, sum 

up God’s view of the poor and what our response as believers should be to the poor in our 

midst. Post these somewhere visible and meditate on them prayerfully in the coming 

weeks, asking what God might have you do practically to better emulate His commands 

regarding the poor and asking Him to make His heart for the poor your own. 
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Part 2  
 

Read James 2:8-13 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Understanding social dynamics does not require a degree is sociology. All it takes is witnessing 

lunch hour at your local high school.  

 

Preppies, jocks, nerds, punks, stoners and the drama club kids all cloister together with their 

kind, and its no mystery why. Everyone feels the need to belong, according to their interests and 

talents. The unfortunate side is there are rules to who’s in and out. If you don’t wear the right 

clothes, make straight A’s, perform on the field, or listen to the right music, you’re excluded. 

Later, in adult life, the rules may change, but the dynamics remain. You’re either in, or you’re 

out. But the church, James says, is a family where partiality is a sin.  

 

In response to judgment, our hearts are can be self-justifying. “I may not be perfect, but in the 

end, God will weigh the good and the bad”. The problem is to break one law is to break them all.  

 

The one unifying factor in the Kingdom of God is all Christians have received mercy from God, 

in Christ. Social hierarchies of rich and poor, black and white, those with status, and those with 

none no longer apply in the family of God.  

 

Our response to others through the power of the Holy Spirit is impartiality and mercy.  Through 

Jesus, mercy triumphs over judgment.  

 

Observation 

 What is the royal law?  Why does James mention it here (reference James 2:1-7)?  What 
is his intent in writing this passage to his original readers? 

 James describes those who show partiality in two ways (v. 9).   How does he describe 
them? 

 Underline each time James uses the word mercy (v. 13).   What is mercy?  How does 
James relate mercy to judgment? 

 

Interpretation 

 Simply, what is the law mentioned in v 9-11?  Referencing, Matthew 22:37-40, how does 

this law differ from the royal law?  Which law was James’ audience more concerned over 

or more likely to live by? 

 In v. 10, James writes of the “whole law”.  In Galatians 5:3, Paul also writes of the 

“whole law”.  Is it possible to keep only part of the law and why do we think we can?  

Referencing Matthew 5:17-18, is the “whole law” in effect today?  Has the Law been 

accomplished and if so, how? 

 In v 12, James writes of two types of judgment, one explicitly stated and another inferred.  

What are those two types of judgment?  In the context of James 2:8-13, what is the law of 
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liberty and who embodies it? How are we to speak and act under the law of liberty?  And 

how does that relate to the royal law and partiality? 

 Mark the following words in James 2:8-13:  law, transgressors, judgment, mercy.  How 

does this passage explain and inform us of the Gospel? 

 

Application 

 The sin of partiality is not just rich over poor.  It can be partiality towards education or 

lack, ethnic similarities or differences, or even those who have experienced similar abuse 

or addictions versus those who have not.  Partiality can even be playing favorites with 

those who are just more agreeable and enjoyable to be around.  How have you recently 

showed partiality?   

 In what ways do you forget about the unity of the whole law and use a perceived disunity 

of the law to defend your sin?  The doctrine of unity of the law (“whole law”) brings 

disbelief for the sinner and frustration for the religious.  Which way do you most often 

respond?   

 How does the statement “Mercy triumphs over judgment” change how you live out each 

day?  Share with the group how God’s mercy through the cross of Christ triumphs over 

the judgment you deserve under the whole law.  How can your actions towards others 

change beginning today knowing that God’s mercy triumphs over the judgment you 

deserve? 

 


