TITHES AND OFFERING – LESSON 2
Hold up the appropriate icon at the start of each element of worship. Describe what is being pictured in each one. Have
children help as much as possible.

Sing “Holy, Holy, Holy,” the song
learned last month in the unit on Praise.

First Catechism ‒ Question 106

Sing “This Is My Father’s World,” the
hymn for this month.

Read Genesis 4:1-7 directly out of the Bible. Use
facial expressions to indicate what was in Abel’s
and Cain’s hearts as they gave their offerings,
and later to indicate Cain’s anger.

Remind children about the offering that
you will be taking this month for your
special mission/project. Have some
extra money in the classroom so that
everyone will be able to give something
when the offering is collected. Sing “O
Worship the King,” reminding children
that giving is a special part of worship.

Teach the lesson using the full lesson script.
Have a basket of fruit and a sheep (stuffed
animal) to illustrate. Read through the entire
lesson. Remember to emphasize the hearts of
the two brothers and THE PROMISE that Abel
believed.

Remind children about the focus of last
week’s lesson: all things belong to and
come from God. Give thanks to God as
you remember some of the things they
were thankful for last week.

May the God of peace be with you all. Amen
(Romans 15:33).

What did we learn today about God?
1)
2)
3)

God sees the heart of His worshippers. He loves a cheerful giver.
Worshiping God is very important. We must look at our hearts and ask if we have a heart like Cain, or a heart like Abel?
Jesus is the Promise, the sacrifice for all of us. We worship because of Him.

ACTIVITIES:
1) You may want to act out the story, allowing each child an opportunity to play Cain or Abel, identifying them by the sacrifice
they bring.
2) Complete the activity sheet and the coloring sheet as time permits.
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Learn

Read
•

Malachi 3:8-12

Week Two—The Right Offering

•

Genesis 4:1-7

Week Three—The Right Focus

•

Ezra 2:68-69

Week Four—The Right Amount

•

Exodus 35:4-5, 20-22, & 29

•

Luke 21:1-4

Week One—The Right Reason

Sing
• “This Is My
Father’s World”

Memorize

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-7
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WEEK TWO: Tithes & Offerings

The Right Offering
SUPPLIES

Needed

TO PRINT:

•

Large Memory Verse to hold
up (1 copy)*

TO GATHER:

•

Hymnal/lyrics for songs*
(Optional: guitar or music to
sing along with)

•
•

Basket for offering*

•

Props for lesson: Sheep
stuffed animal and basket of
fruit
Supplies needed for offering
activity page: 1 copy of
activity page/child, crayons,
cotton balls, glue

OPTIONAL:

•

Kid’s Activity Sheet
(1 copy/child)

•

Elements of Worship Icons*
(Found in the introduction
section.)

*These items will be needed every week.

LEADER’S

Review

When we think of Cain and Abel, we often jump immediately
to the actions of Cain once God refused his offering. We’re
always reminded of Cain’s question, “Am I my brother’s
keeper?” Well, today we are! We are the keepers of truths for
the little ones in our midst. Our challenge is to show them
the truth of the reality that God looks at the heart while we
try to live in our outward actions. How many times have we
tried to make our actions appear better than what we’re
really feeling? Yet God continues to see every part of us—both
inside and out. The actions He sees are too often disturbing
to face and acknowledge. No wonder Cain was quick to beg
ignorance with regard to his brother’s death. It was an easier
course of action to take!
Deep in the riches of these texts we find the truth of our
lives: we must work, we must give back, and we must trust
someone. But in whom do we trust? Do we trust our own
actions to be enough, or do we have to trust in the love of
another to make sure our offering is sufficient?
Abel understood. He knew that his actions weren’t enough;
God needed to be part of his life to make sure the offering
was complete. Cain’s trust was more in himself and his own
abilities to appease the demanding God. What irony then
when Cain faced the wrathful God who shows more mercy
than he could have ever dream.
This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
(Verse from “This Is My Father’s World”)
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Call to Worship – “O Worship the King”

Sing the first verse of “O Worship the King” that we learned several months ago. (1 minute)
O worship the King all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

Praise

Sing a worship song with the children. (5 minutes)
•

“This Is My Father’s World”

Tithes and Offerings

Since the Doxology is so often sung at the end of the offering in churches, we will learn and
sing the Doxology at the end of each offering time this month. (2 minutes)
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Confession of Faith

Lead the children in confessing their faith by teaching the following catechism question.
(3 minutes)

First Catechism—Question 106
Q. What does the tenth commandment teach you?
A. To be content with whatever God chooses to give me.
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WEEK TWO: Tithes & Offerings

THE Lesson

WEEK TWO: Tithes & Offerings

Reading of the Word
Read Scripture. (1-2 minutes)

Genesis 4:1–7
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten
a man with the help of the Lord.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain brought to
the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his
flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for
Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 The Lord
said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not
be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but
you must rule over it.”
1

Prayer

Have a prayer of praise for our great covenant-keeping God who promised a Messiah.
(1-2 minutes)
We praise You, O Lord, for Your faithfulness. Just as You promised throughout the Old
Testament, You sent Jesus, the Messiah, to save us from our sins and cleanse us by His
blood so that we may live with You forever. Thank You! In Jesus’s name, amen.

Hearing the Word

Teach the lesson to the children using the text below as a guide. (6-8 minutes for lesson;
10-15 minutes for activity)
Last week, we talked about the right reasons to give our tithes and offerings. Let’s see what
we remember.
Review Questions:
• Who gives us all things? God
• What kind of things does God give to us? Sunshine, place to live, pets, family, everything
• How did God’s people, the Israelites, react to His good gifts? They robbed Him.
• What did God tell the Israelites He would do if they brought their tithes and offerings?
Bless them with bountiful crops and give them more than they needed
• What is the real focus behind giving our tithes and offerings? To thank God!
We saw that God gives us everything we have. We learned we have a lot of things, don’t we?
Sometimes we can’t find places to put everything we have! Of all those things you have,
what is your favorite thing? Is it a book, a toy, a blanket, a special cup? What is the one
thing that is so important to you that you always know where it is? (Wait for answers.)
Those are all great things. Isn’t it wonderful to think about how much God loves us to give
us great things in life? He knows what we like. He made us all different with different likes
and dislikes. He even made us to worship Him in different ways. Some people worship by
singing, some worship by dancing, and some worship by sitting still.

4
Teach Me to Worship — Children’s Worship Curriculum | Copyright © 2020 PCA CDM

Today we will see that while we can each give to God in our own way, there is something
that has to be the same for each of us: our hearts must be right before God. Although we
look at the outward situation we can see with our eyes, God looks at the heart.
Let’s pray before we begin: “Dear Lord, thank You for making us all different. We are so
blessed to like and do different things. Would You help us to see how our hearts hold the
answer for what we can give You? In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.”
Today we are going to talk about two brothers. They grew up knowing about God. They
worshiped God with their parents. They had been taught many good things regarding how
to follow God. They knew that they needed to give back to God in thanksgiving for all He
had done for them. When they grew up, they started to work. I know we don’t like to do
some of the chores that are required of us, but God made work part of His plan for our
lives. We find that these young men worked without complaint because that was part of
the life that God had planned for them. One of the boys was a shepherd. He liked animals,
especially sheep. While he was out with the sheep, he had a good time watching them
graze and growing out their woolly hair. (You may want to use a sheep stuffed animal here
as an illustration.) His brother was a farmer. He loved to see how plants grew and produced
fine fruits and vegetables. He was so impressed with how they flourished from a little seed
into a great big crop of food. (You may want to have a basket or real or artificial fruit to
illustrate.)
Their story is in the first book of the Bible, Genesis. These two brothers, Cain and Abel,
both gave offerings to God. When God’s people worshiped Him, they were required to give
certain offerings several times each year. They gave offerings for thanksgiving, forgiveness,
harvest time, friendship, and other things. They always were to give God their best—
the “first fruits” of their labors, the firstborn of their livestock. One day for one of these
offerings, Abel, who was the shepherd, sacrificed the firstborn and best of his sheep, while
his brother, Cain the farmer, brought to God some fruit of the ground, that is, no particular
part of his crop.
Knowing that the shepherd gave such a thoughtful and sacrificial offering, how would you
describe his relationship with God? Do you think he loved God? Do you think he was aware
of God in his life? Do you think God was the most important thing in his world? It seems he
cared about what God wanted. Abel, the shepherd, really loved God and showed his love by
offering the best he had. God was pleased with his offering of thankfulness and love.
Cain the farmer, however, did not make an offering in faith and failed to bring the very best
of what he had grown. He went through the motions of making an offering, but he decided
not to bring the very best. His heart was not trusting in God.
Knowing how he acted, do you think Cain loved God or cared about what God said and did?
God wasn’t pleased with Cain’s offering. Do you know why? God looks at our hearts rather than
just what we say and do. He knows when we are doing something just to look good. He knows
when our actions aren’t telling the truth of what is in our hearts. We can learn a lot about our
hearts by looking at Cain’s and Abel’s lives and how they worshiped with their giving.
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WEEK TWO: Tithes & Offerings

(Hearing the Word–Continued)

WEEK TWO: Tithes & Offerings

(Hearing the Word–Continued)
Do you remember what Jesus said is the greatest commandment? It is to love the Lord your
God with all your heart, mind, and soul. That means we live all of our life to worship and
love God not just on Sunday morning in church, but also when we are in school, when we
are playing outside with our friends, or when we are giving our tithes and offerings. John,
Jesus’ disciple wrote: “This is how we know what love is. Jesus Christ laid down his life for
us.” Jesus showed us how to give with our whole hearts when He died on the cross for our
sin. He was the promise made to Cain and Abel’s parents. God would make it all right again
through the seed of the woman—Jesus. Abel believed that promise and wanted to give his
very best to the God who promised.
Cain and Abel showed us a lot of things in their offerings. Abel really believed God was the
true God and following God was a very important thing to do. Because he gave God his
best, we know Abel’s heart was eager to show how important God was to him. Cain knew
about God and what He required of His followers, but Cain didn’t really love God. Through
the offering he brought, we can see he did not trust God’s promise.
Do you believe the promise? Is Jesus the answer for all your sin? Our tithes and offerings
are reflections of what we think of God. Whether we give a lot or a little, God knows what is
in our hearts regarding our gifts to Him. Jesus loves us, died for us, and takes care of us. We
give to Him, thanking Him from the love in our hearts.

ACTIVITY: Have the children complete the Offering Activity page. Print one sheet per
child on card stock. Have them write in the word “HEART” in the blank space at the top,
color the fruit, glue cotton balls onto lamb, and put their name and a cross inside the heart.
“We give Him our heart, He gave us His life.”

Benediction

Recite the following verse. (1 minute)
May the God of peace be with you all. Amen (Rom. 15:33).
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