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From Pastor Jim

I read recently that there are over
250 theological seminaries in the
United States of America. I can name
several right here in the Twin Cities
area alone! Granted, many of those
seminaries promote teachings that are
far from the truth of the Word of God.
However, the point is that advanced
theological education is readily available to anyone who wants it. This is in
addition to the hundreds of Bible colleges and universities in our nation offering Bible education on the undergraduate level.
In contrast to the educational privileges we enjoy in our
country, many pastors in Liberia, Africa, are functioning
without any formal Bible education or training at all—or
with very little, at best. They may have much zeal, but it
is not accompanied by much Biblical knowledge. Consequently, they are limited in their ability to feed their
flocks and to protect their flocks from false teaching.
This has been an ongoing concern for Pastor Ben Kangar of Calvary Chapel in Red Wing, Minnesota. Ben
grew up in Liberia, coming to the United States from that
country more than 20 years ago, and he has family members and relatives still living in Liberia. Early in 2013
Ben shared with our pastors’ prayer group that meets
monthly his concern for pastors in Liberia to be taught
and trained.
Out of this expressed concern has come a plan to minister to the pastors of Liberia so they can more effectively teach, minister to and protect their flocks. The first
step in this plan is a Pastors Conference scheduled to be
held in Monrovia, Liberia, March 17-21, 2014. During
this conference the Liberian pastors will have the opportunity to focus intensively on six important topics which
they themselves have requested to be covered.
Oakridge Community Church is privileged to be part of
this ministry to the churches of Liberia. Our initial involvement is in sending Pastor Jonathan to help teach the
Liberian pastors during this Pastors Conference in
March. He will be joining four other pastors, all of whom
will be teaching each day of the conference.
Jonathan and the other pastors will leave Minneapolis
on Wednesday, March 12. Upon arrival in Liberia, they

will try to beat jet lag, finalize preparations for the conference and be ready to minister in some churches there that
Sunday. After the conference is over, these American
pastors will again minister in some Liberian churches the
following Sunday and spend the next few days looking at
some other gospel-oriented ministries operating in the
country. One of those ministries is an institution caring
for and teaching children with disabilities.
One of our desires is that this trip will be the first in a
series that leads to better Biblical understanding and more
effective ministry on the part of the Liberian pastors.
However, we are also praying that God will open the door
for people from Oakridge and other churches here in Minnesota to serve the Liberian churches in other ways, as
well, on future trips—such as helping in the ministry to
children with disabilities.
The cost for our involvement in this Pastors Conference
is estimated to be about $3,200. This includes travel expense, meals and lodging, transportation in Liberia and
expenses related to the conference itself. I
encourage
you to give generously to
this venture. You can do
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener
If any of you have shown up at the church building during the day on Tuesdays you may have seen a big pile of
black bags on the front steps. These are bags that are used to carry meals that are delivered by volunteers to the
homes of seniors and adults with disabilities throughout the Stillwater area. For most of these individuals this is
their main meal of the day. Because many of these individuals are also homebound, the visit from these volunteers
may be one of the few chances they get to interact with another real, live human being.
Christmas is a time to reflect on the hope and joy that comes from the gift of Jesus Christ. This gift is completely
unmerited; completely undeserved. It came at great cost to the giver of the gift. We are called to live in light of this
gift. We are called to love others because God first loved us; to bless others because we have first been blessed.
Our Friday Night Light event for December gave us a chance to play a small role in blessing these seniors and
adults with disabilities by going to the kitchen where the meals that are delivered from Oakridge are put together.
The families of our youth spent the night helping package portions of the meal that will be sent out for the following week to these individuals. My prayer is that this small act of service will be used by God to bless the individuals who received these meals, as well as a reminder of God’s grace to us that had the opportunity to serve. There is
a need for more volunteers to help with the delivery of these meals, so if anyone is interested in learning more
about possibly becoming a volunteer, please call and/or email me so I can give you more information.
Jeremy
651-724-4996
jmisener@preshomes.org
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January Bible Reading
For this year’s
Bible reading
schedule, we will
read one Old
Testament and one
New Testament
passage each day.
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Genesis 1-2; Matthew 1
Genesis 3-5; Matthew 2
Genesis 6-8; Matthew 3
Genesis 9-11; Matthew 4
Genesis 12-14; Matthew 5:1-26
Genesis 15-17; Matthew 5:27-48
Genesis 18-19; Matthew 6
Genesis 20-22; Matthew 7
Genesis 23-24; Matthew 8
Genesis 25-26; Matthew 9:1-17
Genesis 27-28; Matthew 9:18-38
Genesis 29-30; Matthew 10:1-23
Genesis 31-32; Matthew 10:24-42
Genesis 33-35; Matthew 11
Genesis 36-37; Matthew 12:1-21
Genesis 38-40; Matthew 12:22-50
Genesis 41; Matthew 13:1-32
Genesis 42-43; Matthew 13:33-58
Genesis 44-45; Matthew 14:1-21
Genesis 46-48; Matthew 14:22-36
Genesis 49-50; Matthew 15:1-20
Exodus 1-3; Matthew 15:21-39
Exodus 4-6; Matthew 16
Exodus 7-8; Matthew 17
Exodus 9-10; Matthew 18:1-20
Exodus 11-12; Matthew 18:21-35
Exodus 13-15; Matthew 19:1-15
Exodus 16-18; Matthew 19:16-30
Exodus 19-21; Matthew 20:1-16
Exodus 22-24; Matthew 20:17-34
Exodus 25-26; Matthew 21:1-22

“Do not think that I
came to abolish the
Law or the Prophets;
I did not come to
abolish but to fulfill.
For truly I say to you,
until heaven and earth
pass away, not the
smallest letter or
stroke shall pass from
the Law until all is
accomplished.”

January Birthdays
January 1 -Jessica Jones

January 20 - Tim Hood

January 5 - Isaac Wyss

January 21 - Tom Weber

January 8 - Elena Wyss

January 22 - Jaya Stout

January 11- Riley Horejsi

January 27 - Hannah Horejsi

January 12 -Jackie Magler

January 30 - Chris Jones

Matthew 5:17-18

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

20

27

19

26

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
5:00 p.m. - Elders
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Meeting
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Croixdale Sunday
Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

6:30 p.m. - Elders and
7:00 p.m. - Worship Team
Deacons Meeting
Practice

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Service

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

29

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

30

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

28

23

22

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

16

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

2

Thursday

21

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

15

14

13

8

12

7
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Missions
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Committee
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Meeting
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

5

1 Thessalonians 5:23

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; 1
and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved
New Year’s Day
complete, without blame at the coming of our
Church Office Closed
Lord Jesus Christ.

Sunday

July 2013
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24

17

10
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Friday

January 2014

25

18

11

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice
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Hide the Word in Your Heart in 2014
Submitted by Pastor Jonathan

A

couple years ago we had the privilege of memorizing the Word of God together as a church—
specifically, the great chapter of Romans 8. In addition to the blessing it was to me personally, I appreciated
the encouragement it was to my family to be memorizing and meditating on the same passage of Scripture
each week!
I don’t know about you, but I miss that. Therefore, I would like to invite the whole church to join the Promise Kingdom children in memorizing a passage of Scripture each week. The new verse to memorize will be
printed in the bulletin and posted on the Oakridge website as well as in the Promise Kingdom blog.
We are using the verses from a church-wide Bible memory program created by David and Sally Michael
called Fighter Verses. This is a five-year Bible memory program designed to encourage believers to fight the
fight of faith by memorizing God’s Word. Many of the passages we learn are aimed at reminding us of the
person and work of Jesus Christ, as well as arming us with weapons with which to fight against the schemes of
Satan (Ephesians 6:10-12).
A resource my kids have found helpful for memorizing is the mobile device app created by Children Desiring God. It has been developed for both iPhone and Android devices. The search phrase for finding the app on
your phone or device is “Fighter Verses.”
I pray you will join us as we hide more of God’s Word in our hearts for the purpose of increasing our faith,
arming our fight against sin and encouraging others with the precious Word of God. To get you started, our
verse to recite this coming Sunday, January 5, is Isaiah 41:10—Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed,
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ

in all

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

Oakridge Community
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

