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A New Calendar
From Pastor Jim
Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of
Egypt, “This month shall be the beginning of months for
you; it is to be the first month of the year to you.”
(Exodus 12:1-2)
January 1—the day we start looking at a new calendar
with different pictures for each month from what we
saw last year. Ever wonder why our calendar year starts
when it does? That’s a question I will leave for you to
investigate on your own.
What I have been thinking about more is when God
chose to create an entirely new calendar system. His
liberation of Israel from slavery in Egypt was such a
momentous occasion that He instructed Israel to make
the month of their deliverance the first month of their
calendar year. Rather than using the Egyptian calendar
system under which they had lived for many decades,
Israel was to adopt a calendar that would remind them
that a truly fresh start comes only by the gracious, rescuing hand of God.
One of the ways I seek to personalize God’s calendar
instruction to Israel is by making the day when the Lord
drew me to Himself and delivered me from my sin a
special, “new year’s” day in my own calendar. Consequently, November 17 of each year has a special significance for me. Far more than January 1, that is my “new
start” day on which I am most keenly aware that a truly
fresh start can and does
come from the merciful,
delivering hand of God
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Then I am reminded of
another calendar change
that God effected—only
this one came about
without a specific command. Even more momentous than the
exodus of Israel from
Egypt is the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. The
significance of this

event is so huge that it caused the
special day set aside for worship
and rest to be changed from the last
day of the week to the first day of
the week—the day on which He
rose. I can’t help but notice, as well,
that rather than an annual reminder
and celebration of deliverance such
as Israel observed with their new
calendar, we have a weekly reminder of our Lord’s
resurrection and the spiritual deliverance and life He
brings through it. A truly fresh start of the week, of the
year, of a life, comes only by the gracious, rescuing
hand of the Lord.
As long as we are on the subject of calendars, it should
also be pointed out that the impact of Jesus’ coming to
earth and accomplishing His Father’s will is reflected
every time we say or write what year it is. Our accounting of years is based on a reckoning of when Christ was
born. Granted, the reckoning is not completely accurate—since it was adopted, we have realized that Jesus
was actually born about 4-5 years before “year 0”!
However, the point is that calculations of the year center around the time before Christ (B.C.) or the time after
Christ (A.D. – anno domini – in the year of our Lord).
God in His providence has seen fit to remind us that
Jesus Christ is the center of history, the one around
whom and for whom the universe exists. May His purpose be fulfilled in our lives—even in the way we view
and keep our calendars!
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News From Darl & Jill Powell
Upon our return to Senegal in June, Darl stepped into
the interim field leader position for 6 months. We have
experienced more change within our national staff than
all the other years combined, and we faced the fear of a
potential Ebola outbreak. Yet with all the different
events, God has given us patience and wisdom. He has
revealed, protected and truly blessed us.
We had no idea when Darl was offered the interim field
leader position all that it would entail. In spite of the
challenges and additional responsibility, we appreciated
the opportunity to get to know our team and their ministries better.
As ‘acting’ field leader, Darl attended the West Africa
leaders conference in Mali this past September. This
conference gave him the chance to hear what was happening in other ministries around West Africa, and likewise he shared about the various ministries in Senegal.
Throughout our time at Dakar Academy, one of the
highlights is working with our national staff. We have
been blessed to forge deep relationships with our workers. You can imagine the emotional roller coaster we
went through when it was revealed that four of our
workers had committed offenses that required us to release them from their contracts. This upheaval among
our staff all happened within an eight-month period. We
have worked with most of these men since our arrival at
D.A. They were part of our team. The feelings of anger,
betrayal, concern for their extended families and sadness are still with us each day. Our national staff needs
your prayers.
In spite of our staffing challenges, we continue to say
we have felt God’s hand of protection over us during
this Ebola crisis. To date Senegal is still Ebola-free, but
please do not stop praying for us or the countries that
continue to suffer.
We have been blessed to be part of the staff at Dakar
Academy since our arrival in Senegal in 2005. The dayto-day opportunity to work alongside our national staff,
even with the problems this past year, has been one of
our greatest joys. This experience has allowed us to
meet people who have enriched our lives.

In 2005 we originally agreed to come to Dakar Academy to temporarily fill the position of maintenance
director. The subsidy the school provides has helped
supplement our support and had financially allowed us
to remain in Dakar over the past 9 years. Though we
have enjoyed our time at Dakar Academy, we have felt
God pulling us to step out in faith and leave our present
ministry. This year He has confirmed our season at Dakar Academy is ending. We have informed the director
that after our scheduled home assignment, Darl will not
be returning to D.A. His desire is to use construction as
a relationship-building tool to facilitate village evangelism in future ministry opportunities. Jill has asked to
remain part-time as the housing/events coordinator, as
this is the aspect of her ministry she enjoys the most.
As always, our objective is to utilize our God-given
gifts and talents.
We covet your prayers as we seek God’s direction in
ministry. We yearn to hear Him; we need His confirmation as to the what, where and even when.
We look forward to seeing you during our home assignment which will start mid-August 2015. We are
praying for a fantastic end to this season over the next
few months.
We appreciate all you do: your support, your faithfulness to Him, and your heart for the lost.
Have a blessed New Year!
Building with Christ,
Darl and Jill Powell
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener

W

hat do Ram and Amminadab and Abijah and Ahaz
and Jechoniah and Abiud and Eliud have to do with your soul?
Is it possible that they are connected to the greatest hope the
world has ever know? I have really enjoyed spending some
time with the youth the past few months working through the
gospel of Matthew. As many of you probably already know,
we decided to do something a little bit differently this year during our Wednesday evening meetings. Instead of meeting at the
church we have been meeting at my (Jeremy’s) home and
spending time looking at the life of Jesus. Based on the comments and questions that the youth have had, I have been struck
by a couple of things: 1) How unique and amazing Jesus is. By
slowing down and looking at short sections from Matthew each
week, the circumstances around even Jesus’ birth are absolutely crazy. If He isn’t who He says He is, there is so
much left unanswered. 2) How timeless His life and message is. Week after week the words of Jesus connect, encourage, convict my life and the life of our youth. The discussion doesn’t have to go very long before they are discussing things like how birds of the air and the lilies of the field affect how they view things like homework. Be
praying for our youth. I sense God is doing work in many of their hearts, but this group as a whole can sometimes be
a little quiet, so it’s not always easy to know what that is. May Jesus be glorified through their transformed lives!

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
Revelation 5:13-14
What a scene! Christ is exalted in heaven and praised by every creature in heaven and earth. As we sing “All Hail
the Power of Jesus’ Name” this month, consider that Jesus is worthy of all praise, that He is truly Lord of all. The
heavenly beings worship Him without ceasing, and one day we who trust in Christ will join them in praising our
King. How? Ransomed from the fall, saved by grace, and ready to join the throng of those who will sing forever to
our Redeemer.
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January Bible Reading
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Genesis 1-3
Genesis 4-7
Genesis 8:1-11:9
Genesis 11:10-14:13
Genesis 14:14-18:8
Genesis 18:9-21:21
Genesis 21:22-24:27
Genesis 24:28-26:35
Genesis 27-29
Genesis 30:1-31:42
Genesis 31:43-34:31
Genesis 35:1-37:24
Genesis 37:25-40:8
Genesis 40:9-42:28
Genesis 42:29-45:15
Genesis 45:16-48:7
Genesis 48:8 – 50:26; Exodus 1
Exodus 2:1-5:9
Exodus 5:10-8:15
Exodus 8:16-11:10
Exodus 12:1-14:20
Exodus 14:21-17:16
Exodus 18:1-21:21
Exodus 21:22-25:9
Exodus 25:10-27:21
Exodus 28-29
Exodus 30-32
Exodus 33:1-35:29
Exodus 35:30-37:2
Exodus 38:1-40:16
Exodus 40:17-38; Leviticus 1-4

Join us this year as
we go through
the Bible canonically.

The tablets were
God’s work,
and the writing was
God’s writing
engraved on
the tablets.
Exodus 33:16

TUE

12

6:00 p.m. - Elders/Deacons
& Wives
Dinner

19

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

26

11

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

18

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

25

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

2014 Ministry Report Due
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

27

20

13

6

5

WED

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

28

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting

21

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting

14

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

29

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

22

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

15

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting

Church Office Closed

New Year’s Day

8

1

THU

7

Job 37:9-10

“Out of the south comes the storm,
And out of the north the cold.
From the breath of God ice is made,
And the expanse of the waters is frozen.”

MON

4

SUN

FRI

30

23

6:30 p.m. - Membership
Matters
Class

16

9

2

January 2015

31

9:00-11:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

24

9:00 a.m. - Membership
Matters
Class

17

10

3

SAT

5

6

January Birthdays
January

1 - Jessica Jones

January

5 - Isaac Wyss

January

8 - Elena Wyss

January 11 - Riley Horejsi
January 12 - Jackie Magler
January 20 - Tim Hood
January 21 - Tom Weber
January 22 - Jaya Stout
January 26 - Tina Lowe
January 27 - Hannah Horejsi
January 30 - Chris Jones

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

