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Handling Disappointment
From Pastor Jim
Here we are at the beginning of another new year.
Looking back on the year that has passed, every
one of us can think of many joys, many blessings,
many trials, many failures, many encouragements, many discouragements, many highlights
and many disappointments.
Few, if any, have ever asked me how to handle
joys, blessings, encouragements and highlights in
their lives. Somehow, we don’t seem to have any
problem with those experiences.
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The challenges we recognize usually revolve
around those occasions when we face trials, failures, discouragements and disappointments. So,
as we launch into the new year, let me ask a question: “How will you handle the disappointments
you are sure to experience in the coming year?”
You can count on being disappointed in 2016.
That’s part of being a finite person living among
finite people in a finite, fallen world. The question is never “Will I be disappointed?” but rather,
“Have I learned to handle disappointment in a
Christ-honoring, God-worshiping way?”
My experience has been that disappointment
comes from people. People disappoint me when
their attitudes, motives, words or actions are not
what I think they should be. At times it may be
because my expectations were not reasonable. In
some cases it is because my expectations were
not clearly communicated. It may also be due to
the fact that others had no desire or interest in
living up to my expectations!
However, even when our expectations are Biblical (and therefore reasonable), clearly communicated and well-received, we are going to experience disappointment. We can’t escape it while we
live in this fallen world. So again we come to the
question, “How will you handle disappointment
in a Christ-honoring, God-worshiping way in
2016?”

Here are three guidelines I find helpful. The first
is to remember that I am my biggest disappointment. Nobody disappoints me more than a small
fraction of the times I am disappointed in myself.
I see far more failures, sins and wrongs in my
own heart and life than I will ever see in anyone
else.
Jesus wants us to have that perspective. That, in
part, is why He said, “Why do you look at the
speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can
you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck
out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
take the speck out of your brother's eye” (Matthew 7:3-5). That is also why Jesus taught His
disciples to pray “… forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 6:12).
When I remember who is my biggest disappointment, it helps me put my disappointment in others
in proper perspective. This, in turn, leads me to
humble myself in the presence of and under the
mighty hand of God (James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6).
The second guideline for handling disappointment
is to focus on the reality that God is always absolutely sovereign and absolutely faithful. Whether or not I can trust other people, He can and
should be trusted completely and always.
(Continued on page 2)
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Handling Disappointment (continued from page 1)
The sovereignty of God is expressed clearly and forcefully in Psalm 115:3, “But our God is in the heavens; He
does whatever He pleases.” That would be the most
frightening statement in the universe if God were like
the gods of Greek and Roman mythology—gods made
in the image of man. However, the God of the Bible is
the God who is all-knowing, all-wise, perfectly righteous, completely just, eternally true and marvelously
compassionate, gracious, patient and abounding in lovingkindness and faithfulness. What pleases Him is what
is good, what is best, what is right.
The faithfulness of God speaks of His faithfulness to His
character—He always acts consistently with who He is.
Even when I am disappointed in myself because I am
not thinking or talking or acting consistently with who I
am as a redeemed and sanctified follower of Christ, I
can always count on God being consistent with Himself.
That’s the point of 2 Timothy 2:13, “If we are faithless,
He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.”
So when I am disappointed in myself or in others, I need
to use that disappointment to lead me to reflect on the
absolute sovereignty and faithfulness of my Lord and
my God. He, not myself nor anyone else in my life, is
the one who causes all things to work together for good
to those who love Him, who are called according to His
purpose (Romans 8:28). If I focus on loving Him and
keeping myself aligned with His purpose for me, He will
use even my disappointments to work out good for me.
The third guideline I find helpful in handling disappointment is to recall that Jesus experienced every disappointment I will ever face, and far more. However, He
never let His disappointment in people deter Him from
keeping on keeping on. Rather, Jesus kept His focus on
doing the will of His Father. He kept entrusting Himself
to the Father, knowing that He would never be disappointed in Him (1 Peter 2:23).
I find Jesus experiencing constant disappointment in His
life and ministry. Without question, some of that disappointment was brought on by the unreceptive people to
whom He ministered. However, I would guess that His
greatest disappointments came from those with whom
He ministered—those whom He was discipling.
If I am disappointed with people because it seems like
they never learn, all I need to do is see how often Jesus
experienced that with His disciples. He frequently had to

point out to them that their faith was so little (Matthew
8:26; 14:31; 16:8). After spending three years with Him,
they still didn’t grasp the implications of who He is
(John 14:5-6, 8-9). Throughout their time with Him up
until the night before He was crucified, they failed to
grasp what He had taught them often about humility,
servanthood and true greatness. So even as Jesus tells
them He is about to be betrayed and die, they get caught
up in yet another argument about who is the greatest
(Luke 22:24, cf. Luke 9:46). This, on top of the fact that,
while that argument was going on, one of the twelve
was in the process of betraying Him.
If I feel let down by those whom I thought were reliable
friends, I can consider how disappointed Jesus was, time
and again, even with the inner circle of His three closest
friends and companions—Peter, James and John. It is
Peter to whom Jesus has to say, “Get behind Me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to Me, for you are not setting
your mind on God’s interests, but man’s” (Matthew
16:23). Again it is Peter who makes the huge blunder of
giving Moses and Elijah equal status with Jesus, an error
so great that God the Father corrects him directly (Matthew 17:4-6).
It is this inner circle of disciples who cannot stay awake
and pray, even though Jesus has told them their need to
do so and how troubled He is (Matthew 26:37-45).
Finally, it is Peter who denies Him while He faces His
accusers (Luke 22:54-62).
We have disappointments, but we will never face a
disappointment Jesus has not experienced. However, I
have to believe His experience of disappointment was
infinitely more poignant that mine. After all, when I am
disappointed, it is as one who has often disappointed
others—especially my Lord. When Jesus experienced
disappointment, it was as one who has never legitimately disappointed anyone. He experienced disappointment
as one who has never, ever, disappointed God the Father!
This being the case, Jesus is my pattern and the Holy
Spirit He has given me is my power to handle disappointment well. I can count on being disappointed in
2016, but I am determined to handle it well through following Jesus’ pattern by the Spirit’s power. You are
going to be disappointed in 2016, too. What will you do
with your disappointment?
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January Birthdays

January 1 - Jessica Jones
January 5 - Isaac Wyss
January 8 - Elena Wyss
January 11 - Riley Horejsi
January 12 - Jackie Magler
January 21 - Tom Weber
January 26 - Tina Lowe
January 27 - Hannah Horejsi
January 30 - Chris Jones

Upcoming Men’s Bible Study
Men At Work
Men are invited to participate in a 10-week study on the topic of living
out the gospel at work. We will meet in the Fireside Room at Oakridge
on Saturday mornings from 7:30-9:00 a.m., beginning January 30. The
required Participant’s Guides are available in the bookstore for $9.00. There
is no outside reading required. We only desire to apply what we’re learning
to our daily lives. Sign up in the foyer if you are interested. See Pastor
Jonathan if you have questions.
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Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

O

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

ne of the best known songs of the church, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God is also among the most encouraging. It speaks of God’s power to deliver His people and the futility of opposing His will. The text of the version
we commonly sing today is based on a translation of Martin Luther’s text by Frederic Henry Hedge. J.S. Bach
adapted the melody, and his harmonization is a part of our hymnal.
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our shelter He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
God is a wall that cannot be broken. In difficult times in this life, He shelters us.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and pow’r are great and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.
The devil is still at work and, seeking to devour us. None of us can stand against the devil’s schemes.
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing.
We would be lost if we were on our own!
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth is His name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
God has provided one to fight for us—and He will win!
And tho’ this world with devils filled should threaten to undo us;
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us.
Life will be difficult, but there is no need to fear. God has promised victory; what God wills, God accomplishes.
The prince of darkness grim — We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.
That word above all earthly pow’rs — no thanks to them — abideth:
The Spirit and the gifts are ours thro’ Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.
The things of this life will pass away—including our present bodies—but Christ reigns forever.
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January Bible Reading
Genesis

Psalms

1

1-2

1

1:1-17

1:1-11

2

3-4

2

1:18-25

1:12-26

3

5-8

3

2:1-12

2:1-21

4

9-11

4

2:13-23

2:22-47

5

12-14

5

3:1-12

3

6

15-17

6

3:13-17

4:1-22

7

18-20

7

4:1-11

4:23-37

8

21-23

8

4:12-17

5:1-16

9

24

9

4:18-25

5:17-42

10

25-26

10

5:1-12

6

11

27-28

11

5:13-20

7:1-38

12

29-30

12

5:21-32

7:39-60

13

31

13

5:33-48

8:1-25

14

32-33

14

6:1-15

8:26-40

15

34-35

15

6:16-24

9:1-19

16

36

16

6:25-34

9:20-43

17

37-38

17

7:1-14

10:1-23

18

39-40

19

41

20

42-43

19

8:14-22

11:19-30

21

44-45

20

8:23-34

12

22

46-47

21

9:1-13

13:1-25

23

48

22:1-11 9:14-26

13:26-52

24

49

22:12-31 9:27-38

14

25

50

Matthew

Acts

18:1-24 7:15-29

10:24-48

18:25-50 8:1-13

11:1-18

23

10:1-20

15:1-21

The Discipleship Journal
Bible Reading Plan
This plan offers special features that will aid
you in your journey through the Bible.
By reading from four separate places in the
Scriptures every day, you should be able to
better grasp the unity of the Scriptures, as well
as enjoy the variety of different viewpoints.
Each month of this plan gives you 25 readings,
so there can be days when you catch up on the
readings you may have missed in the past week.
If you finish the month’s reading by the twentyfifth, you could use the final days of the month
to study the passages that challenged you or
intrigued you.
In the year ahead, ask God each day to speak
directly to you from the Scripture portions you
read. Be expectant and let your continued
exposure to God’s Word reshape your attitudes
and behavior as you gain a better understanding of His written testimony to us.

Tuesday

Wednesday

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

11

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

18

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

25

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

10

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

17

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

24/31

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro C.G. (24th)

4

26

19

10:30 a.m. - Project
Life
Ministry
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

12

5

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

27

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

20

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

13

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6

Psalm 31:24

Be strong and let your heart take courage,
All you who hope in the LORD.

Monday

3

Sunday

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

28

10:30 a.m. - Project
Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Butler C.G.
7:00 p.m. - Larson C.G.

21

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

14

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

7

Thursday

January 2016

29

22

15

8

1

Friday

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

30

23

16

10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday

9

2

Saturday
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Ministry Opportunities at Oakridge
We have several ministries offering opportunities to serve our church body!
See below how you may serve the Lord here at OCC!
Ministry

Role

Contact Person

Hospitality

Sunday morning coffee preparer

Jonathan Leslie – 651-439-4882

Men’s Ministry

Steakout helper

Jonathan Leslie – 651-439-4882

Missions Committee

Committee Member

Mike Jacobe – 651-430-1184

Newsletter

Photographer
Writer

Jim Odens – 651-439-4882

Promise Kingdom

Check-in attendant
Kids Activity Sheet Preparer
Nursery Caregiver
Substitutes
Summer Oaks helpers
Teacher/Helper

Jonathan Leslie – 651-439-4882

Sound Booth

Audio technician
Video technician

James DeCaro – 651-430-0544

Ushers

Usher

Jim Mathiowetz – 651-439-2335

Visual Arts

Artist
Event/Holiday Decoration
Ministry Archive Secretary
Prayer Partner

Susan Mueller – 651-351-0848

Women’s Ministry

Planning and executing events

Jill Odens – 651-342-6809

Worship Team

Instrumentalist
Singer

James DeCaro – 651-430-0544

Youth Ministry

Leaders/Assistants

Jonathan Leslie – 651-439-4882

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

