OAK R ID GE COMMUN IT Y C HURC H

V ol u me 10, Is s ue 4
J an uary 2017

T H E O A KB R I D G E
Since We Can’t Cover Everything!
From Pastor Jim

A

s your lead pastor-teacher, one of the frustrations I experience on a regular basis is that there is so much Biblical
truth to teach and the opportunities to do so are so limited. This is one of the reasons I greatly appreciate our Oakridge
bookstore, where you are able to take advantage of the works of other faithful people who have produced valuable resources covering a wide variety of subjects pertaining to the Bible and the Christian life.
In addition to the books available in the Oakridge bookstore, we also have a DVD library of teaching and thoughtprovoking resources you may want to consider perusing. You can find them in the bookstore area. These DVDs are not
for sale, they are for lending. You can check them out from the church office and use them for your own personal benefit or to watch with your family or with a group of people you invite to enjoy them with you.
A wide variety of subjects, formats and approaches are represented among these DVDs. For example, there are dramas
such as Fireproof, Flywheel and Mary Had a Little Lamb (the Christmas musical presented by OCC). A broad selection
is available of seminars and conferences recorded live at various venues, covering a wide range of topics from creation
to eternity.
Here is a list of what we have for you to check out, watch and use as part of your growth in understanding and living out
Biblical truth. We expect the library of DVDs to grow as more materials become available. I encourage you to take advantage of them.
Always Singing One Note – a biographical sketch of William Tyndale presented by John Piper
Amazing Grace - The history and theology of Calvinism
The Blazing Center (with Study Guide) - 10-session study of the soulsatisfying supremacy of God in all things, led by John Piper

Inside this issue:

Breakthrough – an account of James O. Fraser’s pioneering ministry among
the Lisu people (36 minutes)

From Pastor Jim

The Case for Kids - Uncovers the heart issues affecting parents and their children

Hess Family News

Changing Hearts Changing Lives (video and guide) – a 13-session seminar
on personal ministry led by Paul David Tripp and David Powlison
Crazy Love (includes a study guide and study questions) – a 10-session seminar with Francis Chan
Expelled – a 95-minute exposure and protest of the censorship of the teaching
of intelligent design
(Continued on page 2)
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Since We Can’t Cover Everything!
(continued from page 1)

Fear God (with a personal reflection guide) – a visual consideration of the subject with Francis Chan
Fireproof – a 118-minute drama produced by the Kendrick brothers
Flywheel – a 114-minute drama produced by the Kendrick brothers
Forever – a 10-session, 25-minutes-per-session recorded conference led by Paul David Tripp on the subject of having
an eternal perspective
Genesis: the Key to Reclaiming the Culture – an 80-minute presentation by Ken Ham showing the relevance of Genesis to understanding where our culture has gone and where it needs to return

Gospel in Life (with accompanying book) – an 8-session, 10-minutes-per-session presentation by Tim Keller
Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands (with facilitator’s guide) – a 12-session video seminar led by Paul David Tripp
and Timothy Lane dealing with how to help others change in becoming more like Christ
The Marks of a Cult – produced by The Apologetics Group and featuring a variety of participants
Mary Had a Little Lamb – a recording of the Christmas musical produced by Oakridge in December of 2010
The Pilgrim’s Progress – 19 23-minute messages by Derek Thomas about the book by John Bunyan
Portrait of a Struggle (with a leader’s guide and a discussion guide) – a 10-session, 25-minutes-per-session presentation by Paul David Tripp about living as a Christian in a fallen world
The Prodigal God – a 6-session presentation by Tim Keller dealing with the Luke 15 parable of
the father and his two sons
Shepherding a Child’s Heart - A 15-part video series on parenting by Tedd Tripp
Suffering and the Sovereignty of God – 8 sessions from the 2005 Desiring God conference
featuring a variety of speakers on the subject. Additional resources are on the DVD.
The Supremacy of Christ in a Postmodern World – 6 sessions from the 2006 Desiring God
conference. Additional resources are on the DVD.
The Treasure Principle – a presentation on discovering the secret of joyful giving led by Randy Alcorn and Ryan
Rush
Tulip: The Pursuit of God’s Glory in Salvation (with study guide book) – a 16-session, 30-minutes-per-session investigation of the sovereignty of God in redemption, led by John Piper
War of Words – a 12-session seminar led by Paul David Tripp on getting to the heart of your communication struggles.
The book by the same name is available in the OCC bookstore.
What Did You Expect? (with discussion guide and leader’s guide) – a 10-session conference on marriage led by Paul
David Tripp, with each session taking 25 minutes
What’s the Difference? (with study guide) – a 10-session seminar led by John Piper about
God’s design for male and female, each session taking 30 minutes
Why We Believe the Bible (with study guide) – 10 sessions led by John Piper
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Hess Family News
Submitted by Dan Parker

Greg and Melanie Hess serve with SOAR International Ministries (Service
& Outreach Alaska to Russia) in Kenai, Alaska. SOAR partners with local
Russian evangelical churches in presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ to the
Russian people. The following is a report from the Hesses that gives us a summary of a major change in Russian law that will impact evangelical ministries,
an example of how SOAR works with the Russian churches and their current
activities.

New Russian Law Limits Evangelism?
On July 7 of this year, the Russian Parliament passed a new law that restricts
“missionary activity” - defined as anyone whose intention is to recruit new
members. This affects both Russians and foreigners - and even includes inviting someone to church! Although the bill is called an “anti-terrorism” bill purported to curb Muslim terrorist groups, the language of the bill is vague enough to include Christian evangelistic
activities. In fact, a few cases against Christians have been brought to court already. Unlike the communist era
when Christians were imprisoned and sent to work camps, the new consequences for breaking this law are steep
and debilitating fines – to the individual, the organization, and anyone who knew about the offender and did not
report them. You can imagine where that could lead!
This bill however, does not restrict legally registered churches from services or outreach activities on their own
property. Most of the churches that SOAR works with are safely registered and the new law has not caused any
significant changes in their ministries. So far, the types of ministries we are involved in have not been affected
either. We are being cautious and respectful however, not to put our Russian partners (or ourselves) at any risk.
Last month Greg was in Russia with Dick (director) and G.J. meeting with pastors to strategize ministry needs
and discuss the impacts of the new law.

An Intensive Summer Ministry
Also in July, Melanie accompanied 2 volunteer English as a Second Language teachers to a church in Podolsk,
Russia (a Moscow “suburb”). This was a new outreach opportunity by the church as a way to open their doors to
people who might not otherwise come into the church. Here the three of them taught an “English Intensive”
course at the church for children and adults.
Melanie taught the youngest group – a challenge to keep a classroom of boys and girls actively learning for 5 hours on hot summer days. But the work had its immediate rewards expressed as
daily love notes on the board – as you can see from the picture.
(The boys spent their breaks playing soccer…)
The church considered it a success as it did bring in some new
people who have continued to show interest in the church, and a
young man who had left the church in bitterness a few years ago.
His older sister came to tell me the story with tears in her eyes,
thanking us for coming. They hope to expand the ministry for next
year.
(Continued on page 8)
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Needs in Our OCC Ministries
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10
There are several ministries her e at Oakr idge Community Chur ch that need your help! Each believer in J esus
Christ has God-given abilities and interests that He intends to be used for His glory by serving one another within the
body.
Below are some of the opportunities that exist and a brief description of the ministry. All these ministries are open to
men and women. Please consider how you may glorify the Lord by serving here at Oakridge and then let the contact
person know you are ready to help!

Missions Committee Member

Meets the first Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
This committee maintains contact with OCC-supported missionaries and conveys news and information
to our congregation via our Sunday bulletins, foyer bulletin board and articles in The Oakbridge.
Contact: Mike Jacobe – 651-430-1184; jacobefamily@yahoo.com

Newsletter Photographer or Writer

Take photos of OCC events; write articles to help the OCC church family stay
informed on what’s going on in our church body.
Contact: Jim Odens – 651-439-4882; jim@oakridgecommunity.org

Nursery Caregiver

Care for babies and toddlers in the nursery during our worship service one Sunday a month.
Contact: Deb Jacobe – 651-430-1184; jacobefamily@yahoo.com

Sound Booth Audio or Video Technician

Work in the sound booth one Sunday a month operating the computer for a
slide presentation or monitoring the sound console. Training is available!
Contact: James DeCaro – 651-430-0544; macbkjames@mac.com

Usher Team

Anticipate the needs of the congregation and be ready to help people who worship with
us on Sunday mornings. Take the collection during the morning service.
Contact: Jim Mathiowetz – 651-439-2335; nstarpr@aol.com

Visual Arts Committee

Honor the Lord through art and interior decorating. This ministry meets
at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Thursday of the month.
Contact: Susan Mueller – 651-351-0848; suzimue@gmail.com

Worship Team Instrumentalist/Singer

Help lead our congregation in musical worship one Sunday a month.
Practice with the worship team one Tuesday evening and one Saturday morning a month.
Contact: James DeCaro – 651-430-0544; macbkjames@mac.com
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Song of the Month—This Is Our God
Submitted by James DeCaro
Inspired

by the Nicene Creed, This Is Our God is a song that summarizes some of the basic truths about who God is.
God is the powerful creator of all things. He is one—and yet He is Father, Spirit, and Son. The Son was born and sent
to save us. He died, is now alive, and has promised to return. The Spirit has worked throughout history to give God’s
words to prophets and to equip the church.
Creeds like the Nicene are intended to summarize important truths and combat false ideas. The primary false teaching
that the Nicene Creed was formed in reaction against was Arianism, a teaching from the early 4th century that said
Jesus was a created being and that Christ and the Holy Spirit are not equal with the Father. If words like “creed” or
“doctrine” inspire drowsiness and don’t make you perk up, consider that Christ’s deity is absolutely foundational to our
salvation. If Jesus were not fully God, how could He be the one to save us? Or how could we worship one who is not
fully God? God Himself is the only one worthy of worship, and so it would be idolatry to worship Jesus if we did not
consider Him to be God.

As we sing This Is Our God, be thankful to God for the truths it contains and to those who have labored over the years
to teach them faithfully.
VERSE 1
God, our Father, full of power,
Maker of the heavens, Maker of the world,
Forming all things, seen and unseen,
Truly the Almighty, beyond all measured worth.
Holy is His Name.
CHORUS
We believe the Lord our God, is One,
Father, Spirit, Son; This is our God!
We believe forever He will reign,
Let the church proclaim: This is our God!
VERSE 2
Our Lord Jesus sent to save us,
Born unto a virgin, lived a perfect life,
Greatly suffered, dying for us,
From the grave He’s risen, seated now on high.
Holy is His Name.
BRIDGE
Jesus will come back again
To judge the living and the dead.
Usher in the age to come,
Let everyone sing “Amen.”

VERSE 3
Spirit, holy, One in glory,
Speaking through the prophets,
Empowering the Church,
Life is given by and through Him,
With the Son and Father,
Worshiped and adored.
Holy is His Name.
Inspired by the Nicene Creed (325 A.D.). Music and words by Neil DeGraide, Doug Plank, Dave Fournier, Zach Jones, and George Romanacce.
© 2015 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP). Sovereign Grace Music, a division of Sovereign Grace Churches. All rights reserved. Administrated
worldwide at www.CapitolCMGPublishing.com, excluding the UK which is adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family.
www.SovereignGraceMusic.org
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January Bible Reading
1

Genesis 1-3

2

Genesis 4-7

3

Genesis 8-11

4

Genesis 12-15

5

Genesis 16-18

6

Genesis 19-21

7

Genesis 22-24

8

Genesis 25-26

9

Genesis 27-29

10 Genesis 30-31
11 Genesis 32-34
12 Genesis 35-37
13 Genesis 38-40

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

14 Genesis 41-42
15 Genesis 43-45

January Birthdays
January 1– Annika Dunckel
January 1 - Jessica Jones
January 5 - Isaac Wyss
January 8 - Elena Wyss

January 11 - Riley Horejsi
January 12 - Jackie Magler
January 21 - Tom Weber
January 26 - Tina Lowe
January 27 - Hannah Horejsi
January 30 - Chris Jones

16

Genesis 46-47

17

Genesis 48-50

18

Exodus 1-3

19

Exodus 4-6

20

Exodus 7-9

21

Exodus 10-12

22

Exodus 13-15

23

Exodus 16-18

24

Exodus 19-21

25

Exodus 22-24

26

Exodus 25-27

27

Exodus 28-29

28

Exodus 30-32

29

Exodus 33-35

30

Exodus 36-38

31

Exodus 39-40

New Year’s Day

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

29

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

30

23

22

31

24

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:30 p.m. - Larson Care Group
12:30 p.m. - Project Life
Ministry

26

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:30 p.m. - Larson Care Group

19

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee Mtg.
7:30 p.m. - Larson Care Group

12

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:30 p.m. - Larson Care Group

5

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Friday

Psalm 34:3

28

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

21

14

7

Saturday

O magnify the Lord with me,
And let us exalt His name together.

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

18

17

16

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

4

Wednesday

15

10

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

3

Tuesday

10:30 a.m. - Project Life 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

9

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

2

Monday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Elders &
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Deacons
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

8

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Time

1

Sunday

January 2017
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Hess Family News (continued from page 3)
Current Events
When he has time, Greg continues to work on repairs to SOAR’s airplane. One of
those repairs in the wings near the fuel bladders proved to be difficult because access inside the wing is only through a hole about 6 inches across. After a few days
of fighting – Greg’s bruised arm showing who was winning the fight - Melanie was
recruited for her skinny arms to help complete the job.
In December, the three SOAR guys – Greg, G.J. and Dick
(director) – traveled across Western Russia meeting with
pastors to see what their ministry needs were and how
SOAR could help. In a whirlwind trip they visited St. Petersburg, Ryazan (our home last winter), Sochi, Abkhazia,
and Podolsk.
This month Melanie will travel with a SOAR team for the
Stuff-a-Stocking trip. There they plan to distribute stockings to orphanages in the Ryazan and St. Petersburg areas. The team is also putting together a three-day Bible camp
for children in Ryazan.

Prayer Requests for the Hess Family
Please pray for the Hess family and the SOAR team as they minister to Russian people.
 Pray for God’s wisdom and leading as they work with local evangelical churches.
 Pray for direction and safety as they plan and implement projects during the coming year.


OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

