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Joyful Surrender

A Meditation on Romans 12:1
From Pastor Jim

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

I am sure that over the years of my life I have sung the song I Surrender All hundreds of times, mostly in the
first half of my lifetime. It is a great song, yet about 90-95% of the time I hated singing it!
My attitude had nothing to do with the writer of the words nor the words he wrote. As far as I can tell, Judson
VanDeVenter had a great perspective and good understanding of the central theme of his poem, and this is
reflected well in what he wrote. There is only one clause in the song as he wrote it which I think could be
improved, and others have already done so!
The reason for my distaste for singing I Surrender All was the way it was usually sung—pretty much as a
funeral dirge! Most of the time the song was used as an invitation hymn at the end of a worship service, when
people were encouraged to come to the front of the auditorium to make a public commitment with respect to
whatever conviction the Lord had placed upon them at the time. But the song was sung so somberly and slowly
that it seemed like the congregation was deep in mourning—and it got slower and slower with each verse!
Sadly, the tune used with the song was highly conducive to such an approach.
What was this approach to singing the song communicating? I don’t know about anyone else, but I was
getting the idea that surrendering to Jesus was viewed as the most painful, agonizing, excruciating step a person
could take.
I can guarantee you that such an idea was not at all what Judson VanDeVenter had in mind when he wrote
the words of the song. Rather, he rightly saw surrendering to Jesus as the most desirable, beneficial, wise and
pleasing step possible for a person. Why? Because the Jesus to whom he surrenders is the blessed Savior, as
VanDeVenter points out in the chorus of the song.
There is no reluctance, no sorrow, no sense of loss in the words of the song itself. Rather there is an eagerness: “All to Him I freely give.” A sense of joyful commitment: “I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence
daily live.” A sense of awe and worship: “Humbly at His feet I bow.” A sense of leaving the muck and mire for
true Treasure: “Worldly pleasures all forsaken, take me, Jesus, take me now.” A sense of finally belonging:
“Make me, Savior, wholly Thine.” A sense of power bestowed rather than helplessness: “May Thy Holy Spirit
fill me, may I know Thy pow’r divine.” A sense of anticipation: “Fill me with Thy love and power, let thy
blessing fall on me.”
Surrender may be an undesirable response in a military war. However, there are times when surrendering is
both needful, wise and the only path that leads to true joy. It is the drowning person who surrenders to the lifeguard coming to his rescue whose life will be spared. Refusal to surrender ensures his tragic death. For this
drowning person, surrender is a wonderful act!
So it is with surrendering to Jesus Christ. Why would I not want to surrender to one who takes me out of
death into life? Out of blindness into sight? Out of darkness into light? Out of condemnation into full acceptance by God? Out of bondage into freedom? Out of helplessness into power? Out of despair into hope?
I long for the day when the wonderful words of Judson
VanDeVenter’s song can be sung to a tune and in a manner reflecting
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All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.

An Update from Ryan & Deb Wyss
Dear Oakridge Community Church,
We are so thankful for all that we’ve been able to see God do during 2017 as
we partnered together with you for the sake of the Gospel around the world.
Here are a few snippets of what happened which spark praise and worship in
our hearts.
*60 missionaries left the U.S. under the accountability of TEAM this
year to speak the good news to those who have not heard.
*An ethnically Chinese couple in their 60’s are sharing the good news
with atheists in China and are absolutely loving it. They proclaim the
Gospel, have Bible studies and provide discipleship. Of course, already
understanding the language and culture is a huge asset to the work!
*A husband and wife doctor team were denied entry visas to work in the
country they were planning on serving. Instead of giving up, they turned
around and moved to the Philippines to work in a local hospital caring for
the sick and preaching the Gospel!

Ryan, Elena, Deb and Isaac

*A team that has been going for a long time in France has been growing with new workers and energy and
passion this year. They have a desire to disciple and strengthen the youth of the French church. A meld of
French nationals and those with experience working with youth has been an encouraging boost to this work.
*An experienced family opened a new ministry area in Poland to interact and share Christ with international
students from many countries, some of which are not easily accessible.
*A young married couple left as the first missionaries sent out from their church. They have joined a team
working to reach people in remote Nepal.
*A young family was unsure of their next steps, but God opened a door for them to return to Thailand and
work alongside a Thai church and support them as they reach their own with the good news of Jesus.
Community development projects and assisting women in difficult situations has been an avenue to share the
Gospel for them.
*A man who had prepared to serve in the Middle East was told that the spot was no longer available, just as he
was about to move to that location. Instead, he prayerfully considered and committed to a team in North
India, and was on the ground within one month!
*On a personal note, Elena (who has struggled with various tummy troubles since birth) was released from
the care of her Gastroenterologist because her intestines and stomach are healthy! This is a HUGE
victory and one that we never even expected to see!

Ryan and a new appointee

New appointees and staff

Appointee mentor team
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OCC December Gatherings
Women’s Ministry Christmas Celebration
Saturday, December 2

Grand Oaks Christmas Fellowship
Tuesday, December 12

Thanks to
Teri Anderson
for photographing
these events!
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January Bible Reading
1

Genesis 1:1–2:3

Psalm 1

2

Genesis 2:4–4:26

Psalm 2

3

Genesis 5:1–6:8

Psalm 3

4

Genesis 6:9–9:29

Psalm 4

5

Genesis 10:1–11:9

Psalm 5

6

Genesis 11:10-26

Psalm 6

7

Genesis 11:27–12:20 Psalm 7

8

Genesis 13-14

Psalm 8

9

Genesis 15-16

Psalm 9

10 Genesis 17

Psalm 10

11 Genesis 18:1-5

Psalm 11

Two-Year Bible
Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is
designed to take you
through the Old and New
Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms
and Proverbs four times
during that period.

12 Genesis 18:16–19:38 Psalm 12
13 Genesis 20-21

Psalm 13

14 Genesis 22-23

Psalm 14

15 Genesis 24–25:11

Psalm 15

16 Genesis 25:12-18

Psalm 16

17 Genesis 25:19–26:35 Psalm 17

January Birthdays

18 Genesis 27-28

Psalm 18

19 Genesis 29-31

Psalm 19

20 Genesis 32-33

Psalm 20

January 1 - Annika Dunckel

21 Genesis 34-35

Psalm 21

22 Genesis 36:1–37:1

Psalm 22

January 1 - Jessica Jones

23 Genesis 37:2–38:30

Psalm 23

24 Genesis 39-40

Psalm 24

January 8 - Elena Wyss

25 Genesis 41-42

Psalm 25

January 11 - Riley Horejsi

26 Genesis 43-44

Psalm 26

27 Genesis 45-46

Psalm 27

January 21 - Tom Weber

28 Genesis 47-48

Psalm 28

29 Genesis 49-50

Psalm 29

January 27 - Hannah Horejsi

30 Catch-up day

Psalm 30

January 30 - Chris Jones

31 Catch-up day

Psalm 31

January 5 - Isaac Wyss

January 26 - Tina Lowe
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January Calendar
Monday

1

Tuesday

New Year’s Day
Church Office Closed

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

Thursday

6:30p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting
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5

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting

Tuesday

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice

8

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

11

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

12

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Men’s Meeting
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Monday

22

Tuesday
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
Thursday

25

Friday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
1:00 p.m. - Options for Women Ministry
6:30p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study
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Saturday

28

8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study
9:00 a.m. - Worship Team Practice
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Monday

29

30

15

16

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Tuesday

Monday
Tuesday

Saturday

Sunday

13

14

19

27

Saturday
Sunday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

24

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Friday

Friday

18

23

9

Thursday

6:30p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study

21

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Monday

10

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

Thursday

Sunday

6
7

17

20

Saturday

Sunday

Psalm 104:24

6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting

2

3

O Lord, how many are Your works!
In wisdom You have made them all;
The earth is full of Your possessions.

10:30 a.m. - Options for Women Minstry

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

31

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

Song of the Month

A

s Isaiah 64:6 says, “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.” Even our right actions are, in God’s eyes, completely unworthy. Miraculously, God has provided
clean clothes for us through the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Nicolaus von Zinzendorf wrote the text for our
song of the month to express two important ideas: 1) Jesus took the penalty for our sins by shedding his blood on
the cross—our sin was imputed to Him, and 2) Jesus lived a perfectly righteous life—and His righteousness has
been imputed us.

Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
’Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
Ev’n then this shall be all my plea,
Jesus hath lived, hath died, for me.

Bold shall I stand in Thy great day;
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

This spotless robe the same appears,
When ruined nature sinks in years;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of Christ is ever new.

The holy, meek, unspotted Lamb,
Who from the Father’s bosom came,
Who died for me, e’en me to atone,
Now for my Lord and God I own.

Jesus, the endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me—
For me a full atonement made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood,
Which, at the mercy seat of God,
Forever doth for sinners plead,
For me, e’en for my soul, was shed.

O let the dead now hear Thy voice;
Now bid Thy banished ones rejoice;
Their beauty this, their glorious dress,
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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