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New Mercies for a New Year
From Pastor Seth

T

here is something remarkably gracious about the way God has ordered His
universe. We know that time is linear, meaning that it continues to progress toward a determined
end— what the Bible calls “the day of God” (2 Peter 3:12), when Christ will be revealed (1 Peter 1:13), the
nations will be judged (Acts 17:31), and the people of God will receive their promised inheritance through our
Lord Jesus (Matthew 25:34). However, as the universe progresses toward this end, it does so in cyclical patterns; and as a result, this fallen world’s journey to its point of termination is blessed with what we might call
many “new beginnings.” Every morning is the beginning of a new day. Every seven days, the Lord’s Day
launches us into a new week. Every four(ish) weeks bring us into a new month. And every 365(-ish) days, 52
weeks, or 12 months, we get to the start of a new year. Each of these cycles, in a sense, marks a new beginning
when the old day, week, month, or year comes to a close and the new one begins.
Genesis 8:22 tells us that God is the one who has established these cycles, and He will maintain them until the
end. “While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day
and night Shall not cease.” In the light of Lamentations 3:23, we confess that if every day is marked by new
mercies from the LORD, then surely every week, every month, every year of our lives will be also. God is
governing time and weather and days and months and seasons for the glory of His name and the good of His
creatures, and He will ensure that new mercies accompany each new cycle that He brings upon us. This new
beginning of 2021 is appointed for us by God, and His lovingkindness and mercy will be with us as we venture
out into it.
As we begin this new year, the question left for us to answer is this: “What am I going to do with this new beginning God has given me?” Whatever answer you give, I pray that at least part of it will be a determination
not to waste it. I am not sure how you used 2020. I do not know the level of success or failure you sense as you
think back on the year that has passed. But I am sure we would all confess that in some ways, we did not take
advantage of the new beginnings God gave us last year as we wish we would have. The opportunities to grow
in our fellowship with God in Christ, opportunities to be more faithful to Him in our daily lives, opportunities
to lovingly serve our neighbors—did we really take advantage of them all?
As I consider my own failures in these areas (and others), I am
reminded of Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” Before we
start making any “New Year’s resolutions,” this verse needs to
be at the forefront of our minds. We must remember that before God, we who have been crucified with Christ do not live
by our works or by our performance. We live by faith in the
Son of God alone. He is the One who loves us, and He gave
His life to save us completely (Hebrews 10:10-14). So, despite
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any failures and shortcomings in our efforts to live up to any spiritual resolutions, remember that Christ truly is
our life. And in Him, God will meet us every day in 2021 with the new mercies that His Son has secured for
us, mercy that will be enough to equip us to “make the most of [our] time” in these evil days.
We have all traveled together through the year of 2020. We have all had many ups and downs along the way.
And we are all (I think) happy to see this year “in the books.” However, we begin a new year now. The past is
gone, new days are ahead of us—with new joys and new challenges and new mercies. No matter what comes
our way in this new year, we must remember that “The LORD’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His
compassions never fail. They are new every morning.” With Jeremiah, let’s confess to the LORD in faith and
hope, “Great is Your faithfulness.”

I wanted to close this article with a prayer from The Valley of Vision. It is titled, “New Year.” May the Lord
strengthen your faith to launch out into this new year as you make this prayer your own.
O Lord, length of days does not profit me except the days are passed in Thy presence, in Thy
service, to Thy glory.
Give me a grace that precedes, follows, guides, sustains, sanctifies, aids every hour, that I may
not be one moment apart from Thee, but may rely on Thy Spirit to supply every thought, speak
in every word, direct every step, prosper every work, build up every mote of faith, and give me a
desire to show forth Thy praise; testify Thy love, advance Thy kingdom.
I launch my bark on the unknown waters of this year, with Thee, O Father, as my harbour,
Thee, O Son, at my helm, Thee, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails.

Guide me to heaven with my loins girt, my lamp burning, my ear open to Thy calls, my heart full
of love, my soul free.
Give me Thy grace to sanctify me, Thy comforts to cheer, Thy wisdom to teach, Thy right hand
to guide, Thy counsel to instruct, Thy law to judge, Thy presence to stabilize.
May Thy fear be my awe, Thy triumphs my joy.
Amen.
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JANUARY BIBLE READING
Discipleship Journal Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan runs 25 days of the month
which allows for catch-up days.

January 1

Matthew 1:1-17

Acts1:1-11

Psalm 1

Genesis 1-2

January 2

Matthew 1:18–25

Acts 1:12–26

Psalm 2

Genesis 3–4

January 3

Matthew 2:1–12

Acts 2:1–21

Psalm 3

Gen 5–8

January 4

Matthew 2:13-23

Acts 2:22-47

Psalm 4

Genesis 9-11

January 5

Matthew 3:1–12

Acts 3

Psalm 5

Genesis 12–14

January 6

Matthew 3:13–17

Acts 4:1–22

Psalm 6

Genesis 15–17

January 7

Matthew 4:1–11

Acts 4:23–37

Psalm 7

Genesis 18–20

January 8

Matthew 4:12–17

Acts 5:1–16

Psalm 8

Genesis 21–23

January 9

Matthew 4:18–25

Acts 5:17–42

Psalm 9

Genesis 24

January 10

Matthew 5:1–12

Acts 6

Psalm 10

Genesis 25–26

January 11

Matthew 5:13–20

Acts 7:1–38

Psalm 11

Genesis 27–28

January 12

Matthew 5:21–32

Acts 7:39–60

Psalm 12

Genesis 29–30

January 13

Matthew 5:33–48

Acts 8:1–25

Psalm 13

Genesis 31

January 14

Matthew 6:1–15

Acts 8:26–40

Psalm 14

Genesis 32–33

January 15

Matthew 6:16–24

Acts 9:1–19

Psalm 15

Genesis 34–35

January 16

Matthew 6:25–34

Acts 9:20–43

Psalm 16

Genesis 36

January 17

Matthew 7:1–14

Acts 10:1–23

Psalm 17

Genesis 37–38

January 18

Matthew 7:15–29

Acts 10:24–48

Psalm 18:1–24

Genesis 39–40

January 19

Matthew 8:1–13

Acts 11:1–18

Psalm 18:25–50

Genesis 41

January 20

Matthew 8:14–22

Acts 11:19–30

Psalm 19

Genesis 42–43

January 21

Matthew 8:23–34

Acts 12

Psalm 20

Genesis 44–45

January 22

Matthew 9:1–13

Acts 13:1–25

Psalm 21

Genesis 46–47

January 23

Matthew 9:14–26

Acts 13:26–52

Psalm 22:1–11

Genesis 48

January 24

Matthew 9:27–38

Acts 14

Psalm 22:12–31

Genesis 49

January 25

Matthew 10:1–20

Acts 15:1–21

Psalm 23

Genesis 50
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A DUNCKEL UPDATE

G

reetings from grey and chilly Budapest! We can’t complain,
though, because it doesn’t get nearly as cold or snowy here as in
Minnesota, and the bushes are already sporting tiny green buds, in hopes of
an early spring.
They aren’t the only ones ready for new beginnings. As this new year
starts, Joshua steps into a fresh new role on our team. Over the last couple
of months the former Strategic Partnering Team leader has been coaching
Joshua to take over leadership of the team starting in January. Joshua will continue to work with his former connections in European ministry networks and leaders, but will also add on some supervisory duties and responsibility for
the direction of the Strategic Partnering Team.

Kara and Joshua Dunckel

The SP Team exists to support ministry leaders who work in areas where ReachGlobal does not have a city team.
We call these areas “white spaces” in ReachGlobal. When we see God moving in a network or ministry and are able
to provide them with clarity, coaching, or connection to resources, we either refer them to a city team they can connect with locally, or, in the ‘white spaces’, provide these through SP team members. Some ministries Joshua’s SP
teammates support include the International Church Initiative and Trinity Video Seminary.
Joshua’s main areas of focus up to now have been church unity, ministry to Muslims, ministry to refugees and immigrants, and missions sending. He connects ReachGlobal with organizations like the European Evangelical Alliance,
Vision 5:9, and the Refugee Highway Partnership, among others. This is a broad spread of ministry foci and keeps
things pretty busy around here.
As we prayed about the decision to take on this new role last month, one of our major concerns was how to fit in
more responsibility without abandoning fruitful ministry collaborations. The very week Joshua’s new role was decided, in two separate routine meetings with staff on two different teams in two different countries, two leaders
asked about the possibility of working part-time or having a staff member work part-time with the SP team. Their
hearts are for areas of ministry in which Joshua has been the only active team member. So already we see God
providing just what we need in order to follow his leading.
Kara continues to work at home, teaching our children,
hosting a language class generously taught by a Hungarian friend, and helping Joshua with any administrative
work that will buy her a quiet hour with a cup of tea in
front of a computer.
Noemi has been enjoying some weeks of distance learning at home, but will be returning to in-class instruction
at the International Christian School of Budapest this
month. Isobel, Anders, & Annika are still able to be
homeschooled at this point, so covid hasn’t interrupted
their lives as much as the lives of so many of their peers.
We hope to visit the US this year and will update you
when we have specific plans. It would be so great to see
your faces again! Thank you for your love and support
for our family and ministry.
Grace & Peace,
Joshua & Kara Dunckel
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Annika, Anders, Joshua, Kara, Isobel and Noemi

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Conquering
Through
Christ
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

9:00 a.m. - Membership
Matters Class
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Damascus
Care Group(24th)
4:00 p.m. - Taste & See
Care Group (24th)

28

27

26

24/31

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group

21

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Conquering
Through
Christ
Care Group

14

9:00 a.m. - Membership
Matters Class
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus
Care Group

19

13

20

18

12

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
5:15 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

17

11

10

7

6

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus
Care Group
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9:00 a.m. - Membership
Matters Class
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Damascus
Care Group
4:00 p.m. - Taste & See
Care Group
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Romans 8:37-39

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

SUNDAY
New Year’s
Day

29

22

15

8

1

FRIDAY

30

23

9:00 a.m. - Care Group
Leaders
Meeting

16

9:00 a.m. - Women’s
Ministry
Study

9

8:00 a.m. - Men’s
Ministry
Study
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SATURDAY

JANUARY 2021
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OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church is to spread
a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church is to glorify God
by delighting in, declaring and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Oakridge Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
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