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Prayer Summit Coming
From Pastor Jim

You are probably aware that I am involved with
two different pastors’ meetings that gather on a
monthly basis for fellowship and prayer. We get
together to share our joys and sorrows, our challenges and blessings—and to pray for one another and for the flocks we shepherd.
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One of these groups regularly focuses on actually
praying for most of the hour and a half we are
together. It is interesting and instructive that, not
surprisingly, this is the group of pastors that is
knit most closely together and the group that
continues to grow in number.
We pastors do not want to “hoard” the blessing
we experience from praying together. Rather, we
want the flocks we shepherd to get in on the joy
and the privilege of praying with us and looking
into the Word of God with us as a guide to our
praying together. That is why we have called a
Prayer Summit for Saturday, October 3, to be
held at Bethany Faith Home, 9348 75th Street N.
in Stillwater, starting at 8:30 a.m.
In this Prayer Summit people from a variety of
churches will gather together to worship the Lord
throughout the morning in song, Scripture meditation and prayer. We will learn from some of the
prayers in the New Testament and pray in light of
what we have learned. Our time together will
conclude with a lunch and further opportunity to
connect and fellowship with believers from these
other churches
You have heard me say publicly that two areas in
which I desire to see much growth in Oakridge
are prayer and evangelism. Devoting ourselves to
prayer expresses our dependence on the Lord in a
way that is matched only by steadfast obedience
to the Lord. Oh, how we need to depend on Him
more! This is true in us as a body of Christ, in our

families and in our individual walks with Him.
It is also true for the community of committed
Christ-followers throughout our region. Our
participation in this Prayer Summit is one way in
which we can join together with brothers and
sisters from the region to call on our Lord, worship His glorious name and seek His will.
What other churches will be represented from the
region? Here is a list of those with whom we look
forward to pray during our time together:
Berean Baptist Church, Glencoe
Bethany Faith Home, Stillwater
Calvary Chapel, Red Wing
Christ Redeemer Church, Woodbury
Common Ground Church, Lake Elmo
Crosswinds Community Church, Stillwater
Stillwater Evangelical Free Church, Stillwater
Valley Baptist Church, Lakeland
Woodbury Baptist Church, Woodbury
It is my hope that the privilege and importance of
prayer, especially praying together with fellow
believers, will lead many from Oakridge to participate in this Prayer Summit. Will you join me
there?

Inside this issue:
From Pastor Jim
News from Carla Stiles

1
2-3

October Song of the Month

3

October Bible Reading/
October Birthdays

4

October Calendar

5

Upcoming October Events

6

Page 2

News From Carla Stiles
Greetings from Chiang Mai!
Life continues on here with our English program with
university students. This past year has seen many students
come and go. We’ve had several students graduate and
move on to work all over the country. It’s always hard to
see them go but it’s also fun to go visit them and see them
as adults in the working world!
After 21 years working with this program, I can still say
that I am so blessed because I still absolutely love what I
do! I am so thankful to God that He has given me a ministry that is so perfect for the way He made me. Every
year we pray for some Christian students to come and
these last two courses have seen that happen. Ream, a 4th
year English education major, started studying with us in
June. She has such a positive influence on her friends,
and they really respect her for her beliefs. She started
coming to Bible class and at first brought Pop, a nonbeliever who is also in my advanced class. Each week she
asked if she could bring her roommate, and after 3 weeks
we were up to 3 different roommates! They all attend a
small church plant that is focusing on students, new believers and seekers. We also had 4 other believers start
studying with us.
We also pray for students who are truly seeking God, and
we now have around 10 students in my Bible class and
about 8 in another class. Noi, Zag, Na and Pop are really
seeking truth. We did a brief overview of the time of the
kings and mentioned David and then introduced a part of
Psalm 139. We wanted them to see that God had created
each one of them and knows everything about them. He
is everywhere, always there for them. At the end, Pop
shared his heart – “In the other stories, I haven’t quite
seen enough to support that God really is here, but this
Psalm now supports that and makes me believe He really
is here.”
Zag has been very interested and is always asking questions about God and Christians. I took him along up to

Front row: Ream, Na and Pop. Zag is in the back.
The rest are team members.

Wiang Kaen for a weekend, where he encountered Christians and went to church for the first time. He later told me
that he wanted to go to church again because of the joy
and closeness of the members that he saw there. He has
reworked his schedule and has gone to Ream’s church a
couple of times now.
Some highlights –
Engineering English camp at Chiang Mai University
Parties – fun themes – racecars, cupcakes, chocolate,
black and white, around the world,
Bible classes – 3 groups
Several trips to visit former students
Among all the exciting things that are happening, there is
also sadness. Our team is in transition right now. Our
team leader and his wife decided in April that they would
be heading back to Australia at the end of the year. As a
team of four, to lose half of the team is hard. We have
looked in many places for others who have a heart for university students but come up empty-handed every time. It
seems like God may be bringing this program, as it is, to a
close. We are going to get some help from another organization to help us finish out our book so we’ll have courses
in November and January.

Please pray for us and for the students during this time.
The students are so sad about Wisdom Tree closing. It’s
way more than just an English course – it’s a family to
them. It’s a place where they can relax, be themselves,
feel loved and valued. In the Bible stories we use, we are
sharing with them that God had a plan to rescue His people. He cared for them and He kept His promises. Now
we are walking through this time with them sharing with
them that God has a plan for Wisdom Tree and for each
of the teachers. We’ve been able to share our journeys
with them – the joys and the tears. There is another organization, Campus Outreach, that would like to rent the
building that we use if we don’t continue on.
(Continued on page 3)
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October Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

I

f it hadn’t already been taken, perhaps another title for our October song of the month would be “In Christ
Alone.” The emphasis of the song is on Christ’s work and sufficiency; He alone is righteous, no other can give
rest, and there is no one merciful to me like my God has been through Jesus. The way the song supports these truths is,
however, a little different than we are accustomed to seeing. The first verse reads like a list of things we use to justify
ourselves before God. Having good character is not enough. Not being like a criminal is not enough. Simply not sinning
is not good enough for God! As the verse closes, our only hope of righteousness is in Jesus.
As we sing Not In Me this month, let’s do two things. Remember to look to Jesus and His work on the cross for mercy,
rest and life. And as we live out lives obedient to God, let us trust in His work and power rather than in the things He
gives us the grace to do.
No list of sins I have not done,
No list of virtues I pursue,
No list of those I am not like,
Can earn myself a place with You.
O God! Be merciful to me—I am a sinner through and through!
My only hope of righteousness is not in me,
But only You.
No humble dress, no fervent prayer,
No lifted hands, no tearful song,
No recitation of the truth can justify a single wrong.
My righteousness is Jesus' life,
My debt was paid by Jesus' death,
My weary load was borne by Him,
And He alone can give me rest.
No separation from the world,
No work I do, no gift I give,
Can cleanse my conscience,
Cleanse my hands;
I cannot cause my soul to live.
But Jesus died and rose again—The pow'r of death is overthrown!
My God is merciful to me and merciful in Christ alone.

News From Carla Stiles (continued from page 2)
I don’t know what’s next for me – I’m asking God to
please reveal His plan to me. Please pray for us as a team
that we would:
 Be listening hard to Him about the next steps
 Help our students through this time
 Help transition our students over to Campus Outreach
Pray for me to really hear God – to be open to whatever

the next step is for me. And pray for good closure, if
indeed God is releasing me from this ministry. It’s hard–
I have so many good memories, and I know there will be
tears ahead.
Thank you so much for your support and prayers. I really value them, especially as I walk through the next few
months of transition and change.

Page 4

October Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Matthew 1-4
Matthew 5-6
Matthew 7-8
Matthew 9-10
Matthew 11-12
Matthew 13-14
Matthew 15-17
Matthew 18-19
Matthew 20-21
Matthew 22-23
Matthew 24-25
Matthew 26
Matthew 27-28
Mark 1-3
Mark 4-5
Mark 6-7
Mark 8-9
Mark 10-11
Mark 12-13
Mark 14
Mark15-16
Luke 1
Luke 2-3
Luke 4-5
Luke 6-7
Luke 8-9
Luke 10-11
Luke 12-13
Luke 14-16
Luke 17-18
Luke 19-20

Join us as this year
we read through
the Bible canonically.

“Heaven and earth
will pass away,
but My words
will not pass away.”
Mark 13:31

October Birthdays
October 2 - Jamie Runk
October 4 - Brigita Fiske
October 14 - Jamie Beyersdorf
October 17 - Kara Dunckel
October 17 - Noemi Dunckel
October 19 - Dave Brown
October 21 - Joshua Dunckel
October 22 - Lilli Leslie

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

19

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

26

7:00 p.m. - Evangelism
Training

18

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

25

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3:30 p.m. - Boutwells Sunday Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

27

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Titus 2 Ladies
Bible Study

28

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Titus 2 Ladies
Bible Study

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Titus 2 Ladies
Bible Study

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

29

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

22

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

21

15

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

8

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

1

Thursday

14

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Titus 2 Ladies
Bible Study

7

20

13

12

11

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

6

5

4

Psalm 19:14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
Be acceptable in Your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.

Sunday

October 2015

30

23

16

9

2

Friday

31

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

24

7:00 a.m. - Men’s
Breakfast
10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday

17

8:30 a.m. - Fall Work Day

10

8:30 a.m. - Prayer
Summit at
Bethany Faith
Home

3

Saturday
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Upcoming October Events
Saturday, October 3
Prayer Summit at Bethany Faith Home
(9348 75th Street N., Stillwater)

8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Ten local church bodies are gathering to pray for the strengthening and sanctification of
God’s people and the spread of the gospel in our region! Come and join fellow believers for
this special time! (For more information, see Pastor Jim’s article on page 1 of this issue.)

Saturday, October 10
OCC Fall Work Day
8:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to come and help with this stewardship
ministry at OCC. There will be indoor and outdoor project
opportunities. Questions? Contact Doug Mueller.

Saturday, October 17
Men’s Leadership Breakfast at OCC
7:00-9:00 a.m.
All men are invited for fellowship and discussion of the difficulties, fears and
failures in our leadership responsibilities as men and to explore how we can
encourage one another and grow in this important area. If attending, sign up in
the foyer.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

