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Books to Take Off the Shelf and Read
From Pastor Jim
Read any truly good books lately? By good, I don’t mean merely interesting or spell-binding. Rather, I mean books
that are good for helping you grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I mean books
that will give you a Biblical perspective and challenge toward being more effective in ministry to the body of
Christ and to the lost.
Let me draw your attention to several books that have been added recently to the Oakridge
Book Store—books that have been put on the shelves because they will aid in accomplishing
the purposes stated above.
One book that serves to wake us up to the reality of the persecuted church is Safely Home by
Randy Alcorn. I have to admit that, while I highly appreciate many of Alcorn’s non-fiction
works, some of his novels have not interested me enough to get past the first chapter. However, Safely Home was one that I had a hard time putting down. Although it is a novel, it is a
story drawn from actual, documented experiences of persecution. If you read only one novel
a year, this is the next one for you to read.
Is anger an issue for you? Then a book released just a couple of weeks ago should be near
the top of your reading list. It is Good & A ngry by David Powlison. Powlison is the Executive Director of the Christian Counseling and Educational Foundation, based in Glenside,
Pennsylvania. His newest book reflects solid Scriptural truth, broad experience, unique
perspectives and keen insights. If you are serious about having a Biblical understanding of
anger, you will want to read this book.
Suffering is a fact of life in this fallen world. As hard as we
work at avoiding pain and sorrow, we never completely
succeed. Perhaps we should spend less time trying to avoid
suffering and more time learning how to deal with it ourselves and how to help others who are suffering! Here are
some books we offer that will help accomplish those objectives.
For those experiencing the throes of suffering themselves,
two books should be considered. One is Holding on to
Hope: A Pathway through Suffering to the Heart of God by
Nancy Guthrie. Guthrie and her husband experienced the
loss of their infant daughter 199 days after her birth. Since
then, the Lord has used this author to help many through
the grieving and suffering process.
(Continued on page 3)
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October Song of the Month
Let Your Blood Plead for Me
Words by Isaac Watts
Arranged by Jeremy Quillo and Bobby Gilles

Let Your Blood Plead for Me is about our desperate need for Jesus Christ. Before trusting Christ, we think that we
have no need for a savior. We may think, “I’m a good person,” and believe that we are going to heaven based on some
nice things we have done or because we believe that God will accept everyone. Once we see God for who He is,
though, we see the truth; we are unworthy in God’s eyes. We realize that we need Christ and that only His blood makes
us clean and frees us from slavery to sin.
Singing this, there are many things it would be appropriate to feel. Chief among them should be thankfulness and
rejoicing. While the text is reflecting on our state before trusting in Christ, it is doing so in order to gain a greater appreciation for the work of Christ and our purity in Him. So rather than singing a tune which inspires sorrow over our
sin, the one we will be using in October captures a feeling of gladness.
Lord, how secure my conscience was,
And felt no inward dread!
I was alive without the Law,
And thought my sins were dead.

My guilt appeared so small before,
Till terribly I saw
How perfect, holy, just and pure,
Was Your eternal law.

My hopes of heaven were firm and bright,
But then Your standard came
With a convincing power and light,
To show how vile I am.

My soul was in the bonds of sin,
The cold and jagged chain.
I had provoked a dreadful God—
And all my hopes were slain.

Let Your blood plead for me.
Let Your blood wash me clean.
I believe, Lord, I believe
Your blood has covered me.
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Another book for those who are grieving is Grief Undone: A Journey with God and Cancer by
Elizabeth W. D. Groves. Groves’ impactful experience with grief was in the loss of her husband
in 2007 due to cancer. Her story involves not only herself, but also their four children who were
ages 13 and older when their father died. It is a story—a true story of the journey from discovery
of her husband’s cancer to the time when the book was written.
If your interest is in helping those who are suffering, two books you will
want to look at are Being There: How to Love Those Who are Hurting by
Dave Furman and What Grieving People Wish Y ou Knew about what really helps (and what really hurts) by Nancy Guthrie. Furman is a pastor in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. His condition is painful, physical disability,
and he effectively helps us realize what is involved in such a way that we
are able to understand much better how to effectively love and minister to
those who suffer. Guthrie uses her experience of grief along with the ordeals of others to help us understand how to minister more effectively to
those who are hurting.
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October Bible Reading
Ecclesiastes

Jeremiah

John

James

1

1

1-2

1:1-18

1:1-11

2

2:1-16

3-4

1:19-28

1:12-18

3

2:17-26

5-6

1:29-34

1:19-27

4

3:1-15

7-9

1:35-42

2:1-13

5

3:16-22

10-11

1:43-51

2:14-26

6

4

12-13

2:1-11

3:1-12

7

5

14-15

2:12-25

3:13-18

8

6

16-18

3:1-15

4:1-10

9

7:1-14

19-22

3:16-21

4:11-17

10

7:15-29

23-25

3:22-36

5:1-6

11

8

26-29

4:1-14

5:7-12

12

9

30-31

4:15-26

5:13-20
1 Peter

13

10

32-34

4:27-42

1:1-9

14

11

35-38

4:43-54

1:10-16

15

12

39-43

5:1-15

1:17-25

Song of Songs
16

1

44-46

5:16-30

2:1-8

17

2

47-48

5:31-47

2:9-17

18

3

49

6:1-15

2:18-25

19

4:1-7

50

6:16-24

3:1-7

20

4:8-16

51

6:25-40

3:8-12

21

5

52

6:41-59

3:13-22

Lamentations
22

6

1

6:60-71

4:1-11

23

7

2

7:1-13

4:12-19

24

8:1-7

3

7:14-24

5:1-7

25

8:8-14

4-5

7:25-36

5:8-14

The Discipleship Journal
Bible Reading Plan
This plan offers special features that will aid
you in your journey through the Bible.
By reading from four separate places in the
Scriptures every day, you should be able to
better grasp the unity of the Scriptures, as well
as enjoy the variety of different viewpoints.
Each month of this plan gives you 25 readings,
so there can be days when you catch up on the
readings you may have missed in the past week.

If you finish the month’s reading by the twentyfifth, you could use the final days of the month
to study the passages that challenged you or
intrigued you.
Ask God each day to speak directly to you from
the Scripture portions you read. Be expectant
and let your continued exposure to God’s Word
reshape your attitudes and behavior as you
gain a better understanding of His written testimony to us.

Operation Christmas Child
Kick-Off Sunday
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

30

31

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson Care Group

27

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson Care Group

20

12:30 p.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee Mtg.

13

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson Care Group

6

Thursday

28

21

14

7

Friday

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

29

8:00 a.m. - Men’s
Breakfast

22

15

8:30 a.m. - OCC
Fall Work Day

8

1

Saturday

Job 19:25

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,
And at the last He will take His stand on the earth.

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
10:30 a.m. - Project Life 6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Ministry
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

25

24

23

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship
3:30 p.m. - Boutwells Sun. Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

18

17

16

19

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Elders &
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Deacons
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

10

9

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

5

Wednesday

12

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sumday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

4

Tuesday

11

3

Monday

2

Sunday
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October Birthdays

October 2 - Jamie Runk
October 4 - Brigita Fiske
October 14 - Jaime Beyersdorf
October 17 - Kara Dunckel
October 17 - Noemi Dunckel
October 21 - Joshua Dunckel
October 22 - Lilli Leslie

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

