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Reformation Day
From Pastor Jim

Five hundred years ago this month, October 31, 1517, the hammer in the hand of Martin Luther
pounded a nail into the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. That nail fastened
a list of ninety-five theses, items about current religious practice in the Roman church which
Luther believed needed to be considered, debated and changed.
The main issue addressed in the ninety-five theses was the practice of selling indulgences, offering common people deliverance from temporal punishment for their sins in return for the payment of money or the performance of certain good works prescribed by church authorities. The
idea behind this practice was that while oral confession of one’s sins enabled the removal of the
guilt and eternal condemnation those sins deserved, the indulgences were needed in order to
avoid punishment for those sins in one’s earthly life or in purgatory.
Luther’s challenge to the practice of selling indulgences is considered by church historians to be
the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, a movement seeking to recover the gospel of Jesus
Christ and to restore Biblical beliefs and practices. This Reformation became a broad movement
sweeping across much of Europe and spearheaded by key men in addition to Luther—men such
as Ulrich Zwingli in Zurich and John Calvin in Geneva, Switzerland.
As the Reformation developed, five foundational themes came to the forefront, summarizing the
key issues which led to the division between the Roman Catholic system and the Protestant
movement. These five themes came to be called the “Solas of the Reformation.” They are Sola
Scriptura (Scripture alone), Sola Gratia (Grace alone), Sola Fide (Faith alone), Solus Christus
(Christ alone) and Soli Deo Gloria (To the Glory of God alone). May we stand firmly on these
Biblical truths all our days!
The time and effort involved in studying the Biblical grounds for these Solas, investigating the
background and events of the Reformation or examining the lives, ministries and writings of
the leaders of the Reformation is time well spent. That is something I encourage you to do, with
the caveats that you realize every single leader of the Reformation had serious weaknesses as
well as great strengths, and that the praise for the great good accomplished in the Reformation
goes to the Lord, while the accountability for the wrongs and inconsistencies belongs to the men
responsible.
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Contemplating the Reformation brings two main thoughts to
mind. The first has to do with the desperate need for the
Reformation. The dominant religious belief and practice had
become so corrupted by the 16th century that the head of the
organization was authorizing the sale of indulgences based on
fear of punishment—in order to pay for the completion of a
cathedral being built in Rome! For mercy and grace God
extends freely (Isaiah 55:1-2), man was exacting payment!
(Continued on page 2)

Reformation Day (continued from page 1)
The sale of indulgences was merely the tip of the iceberg of false teachings and ungodly practices
which existed in the dominant Roman church as the 16th century began. The history of the previous
centuries is a chronicle of regular spiritual decline, another evidence of the pattern seen often in
Scripture that mankind since the garden of Eden will inevitably go into a downward spiral characterized by unbiblical thinking and immoral practices. The pattern in Israel seen in the book of Judges
was not restricted to that period of time! The only hope for breaking such a pattern among the human race is the powerful, sovereign, free grace of God.
This brings us to the second main thought which comes from contemplating the Reformation: the
amazing grace of God in stemming the tide of evil by raising up men such as Luther, Zwingli, Calvin
and Hübmaier to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in a far more Biblical fashion, correct many of
the prevailing, erroneous practices, and promote the Five Solas. While there is nothing to commend
itself in observing Halloween on October 31 each year, there is much to commend in observing that
day in a special way by thanking God for His providential mercy and grace in orchestrating the Reformation.
Think of this: where would we be if it were not for the Reformation? If God had justly allowed history
to keep going on the course in which it was headed in 1516, what would be the likelihood of our hearing the true gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace five hundred years later? We are appalled at the
condition of our world and dismayed even at what we see in much of the evangelical church in our
day. Think of what would be the case by now if the Reformation had not taken place at all!

“Think of this: where would we be if it were not for the Reformation?”

Imagine yourself crawling up hundreds of steps on your hands and knees, all the way repeating the
same words over and over trying to convince God to forego punishing you for your sin! Picture yourself paying money to reduce the time you will spend in purgatory! That was the teaching and practice
five hundred years ago—think about where that would have gone by today if it were not for the Reformation! O how precious is the reality that through faith in the crucified, risen and exalted Lord Jesus
Christ the sinner is washed, sanctified and justified (1 Corinthians 6:11)! How wonderful that there is
no such place as purgatory even hinted about in the Bible! How glorious that whatever discipline God
gives His children in this life is exercised in love and for our good (Hebrews 12:4-13)!
All month long, and especially this October 31, let us be humbled by the realization of how much deception and evil lurks and rules in the heart of sinful man. This is the first important lesson to be
learned from the Reformation. Hard on the heels of this lesson, however, should be our grateful rejoicing in the God of grace who sovereignly overcomes the deception and evil of sin through the true
gospel of Jesus Christ, a gospel which He brought to the forefront again through the men He raised
up and events He orchestrated in the Reformation.
There is nothing like celebrating this grace of God together as His people. So, on this 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we will have a showing of the film Martin Luther, Heretic in the auditorium
of Oakridge Community Church on Tuesday, October 31, at 7:00 p.m. I invite you to come and bring
your family, your friends, neighbors and acquaintances to this event.
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October Bible Reading
1

2 Chronicles 22-24

2

2 Chronicles 25-27

3

2 Chronicles 28-29

4

2 Chronicles 30-32

5

2 Chronicles 33-34

6

2 Chronicles 35-36

7

James

8

Galatians 1-3

9

Galatians 4-6

10 1 Thessalonians
11 2 Thessalonians
12 1 Corinthians 1-4

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

13 1 Corinthians 5-8
14 1 Corinthians 9-11
15 1 Corinthians 12-14
16 1 Corinthians 15-16
17 2 Corinthians 1-4
18 2 Corinthians 5-9
19 2 Corinthians 10-13
20 Romans 1-3
21 Romans 4-7
22 Romans 8-10

October Birthdays
October 2

Jamie Runk

October 11

Carol Hubin

October 14

Jaime Beyersdorf

October 17

Kara Dunckel

October 17

Noemi Dunckel

October 21

Joshua Dunckel

October 22

Lilli Leslie

23 Romans 11-13
24 Romans 14-16
25 Mark 1-3

26 Mark 4-5
27 Mark 6-7
28 Mark 8-9
29 Mark 10-11
30 Mark 12-13
31 Mark 14
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October Calendar

Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Monday

2:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

15

But as for me, I will hope continually,
And I will praise You yet more and more.

Psalm 71:14

Sunday

1

Monday

2

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

17

Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Ministry Forever Series

Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study

18

Friday

3

Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Ministry Forever Series

Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

5

Friday

Tuesday

19

Tuesday

4

16

20

Saturday

21

Sunday

22

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Group

6

Saturday

8

Monday

23

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting

9

Tuesday

24

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

25

Thursday

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice

10
11

Thursday

12

Friday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Ministry Forever Series
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts Committee Meeting
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Group

13

Saturday

14

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

27

Saturday

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Ministry Forever Series

26

Friday
Tuesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
3:30 p.m. - Boutwell’s Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Monday

7

Sunday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Group

28

Sunday

29

8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Team Practice
Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Kick-Off
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service

Monday

30

8:30 p.m. - OCC Fall Work Day

Tuesday

31

Reformation Day
7:00 p.m. - Martin Luther, Heretic film
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Song of the Month—Victory in Jesus
Though not inspired by Psalm 145, Victory in Jesus has a lot in common with the themes found
there. Like Psalm 145, our song of the month for October is a song of praise. In the 78 years since it was
written, Victory in Jesus has recounted how God sent Jesus to save us, commending His works and declaring His mighty acts.
Psalm 145 tells us of God, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. We sing
this month about the demonstration of God’s love through His son.
Psalm 145 tells us God’s works “speak of the might of [His] awesome deeds.” We sing this month about
Christ’s power to heal and cleanse from sin.
Psalm 145 tells us that God’s kingdom is everlasting. We sing this month about the hope of glory, when
Christ returns and we dwell with Him forever. Victory in Jesus, indeed!
I heard an old, old story how a Savior came from glory,
How He gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me;
I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood's atoning,
Then I repented of my sins and won the victory.
Refrain:
O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever.
He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood;
He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him,
He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood.
I heard about His healing, of His cleansing power revealing.
How He made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see;
And then I cried, "Dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit,"
And somehow Jesus came and brought to me the victory.
I heard about a mansion He has built for me in glory.
And I heard about the streets of gold beyond the crystal sea;
About the angels singing and the old redemption story,
And some sweet day I'll sing up there the song of victory.
CCLI Song # 1259
Eugene M. Bartlett
© Words: 1939 Mrs. E.M. Bartlett. Renewed 1967 Albert E. Brumley And Sons (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC)
Music: 1939 Mrs. E.M. Bartlett. Renewed 1967 Albert E. Brumley And Sons (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC)
CCLI License # 345647

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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