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From Pastor Seth

few weeks ago, as we were walking through 1 Timothy 1:8-11 in our Sunday morning worship, we scuttled through a two-part discussion concerning the lawful use of God’s
Law in relation to the Christian life. One section of that study I was not able to address
relates to the three uses of the Law. In this issue of The Oakbridge, we will consider one
of the three uses, and return to address the other two in the future.
Historically speaking, the role of God’s Law in the Christian life has been a major issue
of debate. Every time the Holy Spirit has revived the Church’s hunger and thirst for God’s
Word, a question has been revived with it: “What do Christians do with God’s Law?” This
is especially true as we look back to the time of the Reformation. Martin Luther gave admirable and painstaking
effort to penetrate through the veil of questions swirling around this topic. Though he would eventually make
brief mention of what would later be classified as a third use of God’s Law (he never identified it as such), he
focused mainly on two uses. Luther writes, “We do not reject the Law, as our opponents say we do. We establish the Law and require people to obey it, and we say that the Law is good and beneficial, but in its own peculiar way—that is, first, to bridle civil transgressions, and then to reveal spiritual transgressions” (emphasis added). We will return to discuss the first use of bridling “civil transgressions” next month.
Though Luther taught two main uses of the Law, for him, it’s primary and intended use was spiritual. The Law’s
spiritual function has a “two-pronged” effect. First, it is established to terrify the sinner and make clear the righteousness of God’s judgment against him or her. In Luther’s commentary on the book of Galatians, he writes the
following: “. . . the proper function of the Law is to accuse us and to reveal sin so as to strike terror into our conscience, so that we feel God to be offended and angry, and ourselves to be guilty of eternal death.” In essence,
when the Law functions appropriately, it razes to the ground any wall of self-confidence in the sinful human
heart, and leaves us defenseless and without excuse before the judgment seat of God (Romans 3:19). It is also
important to understand that for Luther, this aspect of the spiritual use of the Law is not only for the unbeliever.
Even in the life of the believer, Luther writes, “Both Law and Gospel, then, reside in a Christian. The time of the
Law is when it exercises me, torments me with heaviness of heart, oppresses me, and brings me to the knowledge of sin and increases it. Here, the Law is doing what it was intended to do, and a Christian often feels this
throughout his life.”
However, the spiritual work of the Law is not complete until it brings into sharp focus the grace and mercy of
God presented to the sinner in the Gospel of His Son. “What is the purpose of this humbling, bruising, and beating down [from the Law]?” Luther asks. “It serves to bring us into grace. So the Law is a minister that prepares
the way for grace.” This is precisely the point of 1 Timothy 1:10. As Paul lists out all of the “profane” and
“unholy” behavior the Law was established to condemn, he adds this all-encompassing statement: “the Law . . .
was . . . laid down for . . . whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine.” In Greek, the wording is vivid. The Law
was “laid down” (verse 9) for everything “laid down against” (verse 10) sound
doctrine. And, as we saw a few weeks ago, the “sound doctrine” of verse 10 is
defined in verse 11 as doctrine “in accordance with the Gospel of the glory of
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It is amazing to read in the book of Acts of when Jews who
had become believers in Christ began to see and understand
that the Gospel was not only for them but also for all peoples.
In the beginning of Acts 11, Peter is confronted by the
“circumcised believers” who doubt that God would grant
repentance to Gentiles. They are even upset that Peter would
share a meal with uncircumcised men! Only after hearing
Peter recount his vision from the Lord and the miraculous
appearance of the three men from Caesarea leading him to
preach the Gospel to the gentiles, all while witnessing the
Spirit descending on those who heard, did the circumcised
believers dare to believe that the Gospel is for the Gentiles
as well. In Acts 11:18 we read “When they heard this, they
ceased their objections and praised God saying, ‘So then,
God has granted the repentance that leads to life even to the
Gentiles.’”
A few short chapters later in Acts 13 we read that as believers
Ryan, Elena, Deb and Isaac
are worshiping together in the Church of Antioch, the Holy Spirit
says, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them”. The church responds by fasting, praying, laying their hands on them and sending them off.
The Lord had set in motion the active Gospel pursuit of all peoples by calling His church to go and make disciples of “all nations” (Matthew 28:19).

“The purpose of TEAM is to help churches send missionaries to make disciples
and establish reproducing churches among the nations to the glory of God.”
TEAM, the missions organization I work for, has made this biblical truth a core approach to its philosophy of
missions. The church, not TEAM, is the primary sender of workers into the world. TEAM’s mission statement
reads, “The purpose of TEAM is to help churches send missionaries to make disciples and establish reproducing
churches among the nations to the glory of God.”
As the Director of Personnel, one key function that I oversee is maintaining close connections with the sending
churches of TEAM missionaries. While there are many aspects to this relationship, I have spent a lot of time
this past week helping churches prepare to receive missionaries back into their physical presence for a Home
Assignment. A Home Assignment is a mandatory part of a missionary’s work, ranging anywhere from 3 months
to 1 year, depending on the length of time spent on the field prior to this. Generally there is an 80/20 rule. 80%
of time is spent on the field, 20% of time is spent working in the home country. While rest and spiritual nourishment are included in Home Assignment tasks, Home Assignment is not a vacation. It’s purpose is to continue to
build partnerships (financial, prayer, and work related) and to deepen relationships. It is a time to further professional development and recruit for needs on the field. Here’s a little secret: Missionaries often feel like Home
Assignment is harder than being on the field! Living out of suitcases, sleeping in random beds for months on
end, rarely having your own space, and no predictable routine can feel exhausting. Add on the list of to-dos
(speaking at churches, never ending social engagements, trainings, and fund-raising, etc.) and it can be a pretty
intense period of time. So, never ask a missionary how their vacation is going! (This is a pretty common question.)
(continued on page 3)

2

AN UPDATE

FROM

RYAN

AND

(continued from page 2)

DEB WYSS

There are currently 71 people on home assignment who serve with TEAM. TEAM contacts each sending church
to work together with the missionary to make a plan for their time at home. As an interesting tidbit, the sending
church must also give approval that the missionary is ready to return to the field.
Last week I contacted 4 churches on behalf of one missionary family who is currently serving in Chad, Africa.
They will be returning to spend 12 months in the United States after over 4 years on the field. When they return
to the United States, they will leave behind one son who is enrolled at Rift Valley Academy in Kenya (where the
Leslies are stationed!). They will also be helping another son as he transitions to a university here in the United
States after growing up in Africa. A third son will be enrolled in public school during the year they are back.
Helping kids transition to a different country, even one their parents call home, is a BIG TASK. The father of
the family is a missionary medical doctor, and so this Home Assignment must also serve as a time to work on
his re-certification to be a legally licensed practitioner. The sending churches also made requests that the missionaries preach while home, visit the small groups within the church, and be available for fellowship time with
the congregation. TEAM also sends the church a list of ways they can support the missionaries while they are
home. (There is a picture graphic of this on the missions bulletin board this month). Take a look for tips on how
to love missionaries when they are back for Home Assignments.
Thanks for your love and care for Oakridge missionaries! You all do a great job of staying connected with and
supporting those the church has sent into the field!

THREE USES OF THE LAW –
LUTHER’S “SPIRITUAL USE”
(continued from page 1)

Luther’s comments quoted above come from a section of his commentary on the book of Galatians where he is
working through Galatians chapter 3. This chapter is a foundational segment of Scripture for anyone seeking to
gain a better understanding of this use of God’s Law. The thrust of the chapter may be best seen in Galatians
3:22-24. Verses 22-23 read, “But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in
Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. Now before faith came, we were held captive under the Law,
imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.” The NASB’s translation of verse 24 says it well:
“Therefore, the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.” That is
what Luther calls the “spiritual use” of the Law, shutting sinners out from attaining any other hope of salvation
before God apart from receiving by faith God’s free grace in Christ.
We will let Luther have the final word in this article. May his words strengthen your hope in Christ, and bless
your lawful use of His Law. “[W]hen our conscience is made afraid by the Law, the doctrine of the Gospel
and grace comes to raise us up and comfort us again, telling us that Christ came into the world not to break
the bruised reed, nor to quench the smoldering flax, but to preach the Gospel of good news to the poor, to heal
the broken and the contrite in heart, to preach forgiveness of sins to the captives . . .” (Isaiah 42:3 and
Matthew 12:20).
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Submitted by James DeCaro

II

The Recap
Last month, I wrote about one set of themes to use when analyzing the Psalms. Robert Godfrey’s book Learning to Love the Psalms describes the themes of the Psalms in the following way:

Primary Theme

God's goodness and unfailing love for the righteous
human response: praise

Secondary Themes

the sinfulness of the righteous
human response: confession of sin and lament
the mysteries of providence in the success of the wicked
human response: expressions of envy and prayer for relief
confidence in God and the future despite difficulties
human response: prayer for relief and praise
It is a challenge to figure out how many songs we sing are taken from the Psalms of the Bible. Do we count
only the songs that are direct translations? How about songs that paraphrase a whole Psalm? What if they
include just part of a Psalm? What counts as a song that is inspired by a Psalm? Does a single reference to
part of a Psalm mean we are singing the Psalms? Rather than give an exhaustive list, here are some examples
from the songs that we sing.

Metrical Psalms
While we have sung some Psalms in metrical translation, none of the songs we currently sing are from this
category. Psalms in meter tend to be sung to a commonly known hymn tune, and we have sung a number of
Psalms this way over the years, but none has been a regular part of our congregational singing.

Full Paraphrase – God, Be Merciful to Me
In six verses, this song captures basically the whole of Psalm 51. While the lines of the song do not match up
thought for thought with the Psalm, they stay very close.
Psalm 51:1–2

Song

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!

God, be merciful to me;
On Thy grace I rest my plea
Plenteous in compassion Thou,
Blot out my transgressions now;
Wash me, make me pure within;
Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.
(continued on page 5)
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Partial Paraphrase – O Worship the King
While several verses of Psalm 104 are used in O Worship the King, many of the 35 verses are left out. While
the song contains the major themes of Psalm 104, it is not a complete representation of all the thoughts and
images of the Psalm.
Psalm 104:3–4

Song

He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters;
he makes the clouds his chariot;
he rides on the wings of the wind;
he makes his messengers winds,
his ministers a flaming fire.

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.

References – May the Peoples Praise You
This song by the Gettys takes its title from Psalm 67 and references God as the Lord of all the produce of the
earth, but most of the song is about the fulfillment of God’s promises in Jesus. May the Peoples Praise You
looks at Psalm 67 from a post-resurrection perspective.
Psalm 67:3–4

Song

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

May the peoples praise You
Let the nations be glad
All Your blessing comes
That we may praise
May praise the Name of Jesus

The examples above show a wide variety of topics from the Psalms and approaches to singing them. Look for
one more article next month on how we can evaluate our singing in light of the themes of the Psalms.
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OCTOBER BIBLE READING
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Galatians 5:13—6:18
Catch-up day
Ephesians 1
Ephesians 2
Ephesians 3:1—4:16
Ephesians 4:17—6:9
Ephesians 6:10-24
Catch-up day
Philippians 1:1-26
Philippians 1:27—2:30
Philippians 3:1—4:3
Philippians 4:4-23
Catch-up day
Colossians 1:1—2:5
Colossians 2:6—3:11

Psalm 81
Psalm 82
Psalm 83
Psalm 84
Psalm 85
Psalm 86
Psalm 87
Psalm 88
Psalm 89
Psalm 90
Psalm 91
Psalm 92
Psalm 93
Psalm 94
Psalm 95

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through
the Old and New Testaments in two years, and through
the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

6

Colossians 3:12—4:18
Catch-up day
1 Thessalonians 1
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
1 Thessalonians 2:17—3:13
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
1 Thessalonians 4:13—5:11
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28
2 Thessalonians 1
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
2 Thessalonians 2:13—3:18
Catch-up day
1 Timothy 1
1 Timothy 2
1 Timothy 3:1-13
1 Timothy 3:14—4:16

Psalm 96
Psalm 97
Psalm 98
Psalm 99
Psalm 100
Psalm 101
Psalm 102
Psalm 103
Psalm 104
Psalm 105
Psalm 106
Psalm 107
Psalm 108
Psalm 109
Psalm 110
Psalm 111
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1 Chronicles 16:23-25a

14

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - OCC Family Meeting
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Grp.

27

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group

20

28

21

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Elders &
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Deacons
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Grp.
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8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Deacons
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Meeting
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
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Monday

29

22

15

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

30

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

23

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

9

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group
2:30 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

31

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Grp

24

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group

17

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Grp

10

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
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Thursday

2

Wednesday

1

Tuesday

October 2019

Sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Tell of His salvation from day to day.
Declare His glory among the nations,
His marvelous works among all the peoples!
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,

Sunday

7

6:30 a.m. - OCC Men’s
Meeting
8:00 a.m. - Elders
Meeting

25

6:30 a.m. - OCC Men’s
Meeting

18

6:30 a.m. - OCC Men’s
Meeting
8:00 a.m. - Elders
Meeting

26

19

8:30 a.m. - OCC
Fall
Work
Day

12

10:00 a.m. - Women’s
Ministry
Bible
Study

6:30 a.m. - OCC Men’s
Meeting

11

5

Saturday

4

Friday

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

October 11 - Carol Hubin
October 14 - Jaime Beyersdorf
October 17 - Kara Dunckel
October 17 - Noemi Dunckel
October 21 - Joshua Dunckel
October 22 - Lilli Leslie

Oakridge Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church is to spread a joyful passion
for the absolute, eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church is to glorify God
by delighting in, declaring and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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