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The Oakbridge
Checked Out www.oakridgecommunity.org Lately?
From Pastor Jim
There are many reasons to make
browsing the Oakridge Community
Church web site a regular—at least
weekly—routine. Want to read the
Scripture text for the next Sunday’s
Bible message? Go to
www.oakridgecommunity.org/
announcements, and you will find the
message text and title are posted on that
page each Monday morning.
Wondering what activities are coming up on the church
calendar? Head to www.oakridgecommunity.org/events,
and you will find the monthly calendar there. If you click
on an event in which you are interested, it will open to a
page with more information about that activity—like the
time and place for which it is scheduled.
Looking for a phone number or address of a member or
friend of OCC? All you need to do is go to the members
page (www.oakridgecommunity.org/members), enter the
password, and the current church directory is there for
your use! If you don’t yet have the password for the members page, it is available in the church office to regular
attenders. It will also be in the bulletin this Sunday.
Beginning tomorrow, November 1, there will be another
reason to check out the members page of our web site. I
plan to post a weekly blog there every Friday morning. I
intend to cover a wide variety of subjects and information,
in hopes that it will be of value and of benefit to you.
Are you looking for a discussion starter to use with family or friends to begin a gospel conversation? Take them
to www.oakridgecommunity.org/the-gospel and watch
The Gospel video with them. Then ask them what they
learned from the video and start discussing what it said.
The video is less than 6 minutes long, but it is packed with
truths about which discussions could last for many hours!
Missed church last Sunday? We can’t make up for the
fellowship with others that you missed or the joy of worshiping the Lord together in singing and praying. However, you can keep current with the Bible messages by going
to www.oakridgecommunity.org/sermons and clicking on
the title of the sermon you missed. You can listen to the
message online from our web site or download it to your

computer to save and hear it later. The message outline
and questions to consider for each message are also accessible there.
Are you remembering an article in a past issue of The
Oakbridge that you would like to read again or get information from, but can’t find that issue in your email anymore? No problem. Just go to
www.oakridgecommunity.org/newsletter and look for the
issue you want to reference. It’s online, beginning with
the December 2012 Oakbridge.
Much more information is found on our web site, but I
am guessing that you get the point. The OCC web site is a
valuable resource, and it’s there for you to use. I hope you
take full advantage of it.
Since I am dealing with technology matters, let me also
remind those of you who use smartphones and tablets of a
way for you to save time and effort. You are able to use
those devices to schedule church events in your personal
calendar as the announcements about those events appear
on the video monitor in the church auditorium before the
Sunday morning service begins. All you do is touch that
announcement as its notification appears on your device,
and it will be added to your calendar.
You can also use your smartphone or tablet to follow
along in the Scriptures during the adult auditorium class at
9:00 a.m. and during the Bible message of the worship
service. It’s easy to do—even I do so during the auditorium class when Pastor Jonathan is teaching! One of the
features I like about this
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Operation Christmas Child
The Power of a Simple Gift

O

Submitted by Deb Jacobe

peration Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian relief and evangelism organization led by Franklin Graham. The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to
demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy children around the world, and, together with the local
church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
This tangible demonstration of God’s love arrives in the form of a simple gift: a shoe box filled with school
supplies, toys, clothing, and, most importantly, prayer. Once each shoe box arrives at its destination, it is distributed to a needy child, together with a gospel story book printed in the child’s language.
In 2013 Samaritan’s Purse celebrates 20 years of distributing gift-filled shoe boxes. More than 100 million
boxes have been handed out to children in Jesus’ name since 1993.
Here are some ways you can get involved this year:
Pray. Pray that God will touch the heart of every child who receives a shoe box gift, and that He will
bring many children and families to faith in Jesus Christ.
Pack a gift. A shoe box filled with small toys and other gifts can open hurting hearts to God’s love. Instructional brochures and empty shoe boxes will be available in the church foyer beginning Sunday,
November 3. For more information, contact Deb Jacobe (651-430-1184) or go to
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ,

**Filled shoe boxes will be collected at church through Sunday, November 17**
Include a $7.00 donation. Remember to give $7.00 or
more per box to cover shipping and other project expenses.
Donate online to follow your box.
Volunteer. Make an eternal impact on the lives of children
through volunteer opportunities ranging from short-term
service at a Processing Center to seasonal involvement as a
project leader to a year-round role on an Area Team.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.”
Matthew 19:14
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He’s Always Been Faithful to Me
Song of the Month

Submitted by Doug Mueller
Our November Song of the Month is He’s Always Been Faithful,
written by Sarah Groves, a resident of the Twin Cities. After graduating
from college in 1994, Sarah spent four years as a school teacher in this
area before pursuing songwriting and performing with the encouragement
of her husband. Her music started to attract widespread attention in the
early 2000s. She now has issued ten albums and been awarded multiple
Dove awards. Her songs cover a range of musical styles, with lyrics
drawing on scriptural themes and allusions describing her walk of faith.
The verses in He’s Always Been Faithful reflect on God’s sovereignty,
providence and unchanging nature. These lead us to celebrate God’s
faithfulness, both experienced and expected, as the chorus affirms that
“All I have need of, His hand will provide. He’s always been faithful to
me.” The gentle and simple melody reminds us that we are to have
childlike faith in God. The mild dissonances in the changing chords of
Sarah Groves
the accompaniment provide depth and richness and remind us that the One
in whom we have faith is the triune God who created the universe with a word. As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday at the end of the month, this song should help us keep in mind that, as God’s redeemed, we give
thanks not only for the blessings of the year past, but for the years to come and into eternity. By the way, don’t
be surprised if Great is Thy Faithfulness comes to mind while you are singing this song, as Sarah seems to
have intended the beginning of the chorus to have that effect.
Morning by morning I wake up to find
the power and comfort of God's hand in mine.
Season by season I watch Him amazed,
in awe of the mystery of His perfect ways.
I can't remember a trial or a pain
He did not recycle to bring me gain.
I can't remember One single regret
in serving God only and trusting His hand.
This is my anthem, this is my song,
The theme of the stories I've heard for so long.
God has been faithful He will be again;
His loving compassion, it knows no end.
(Chorus)
All I have need of His hand will provide.
He's always been faithful to me.
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November Bible Reading

This year the order of the
Old Testament readings is
similar to Israel’s Hebrew
Bible. The New Testament
readings are based upon
non-conclusive research
regarding the order in which
the books were authored.
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12
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17
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Mark 15-16
Matthew 1-4
Matthew 5-7
Matthew 8-9
Matthew 10-12
Matthew 13-14
Matthew 15-17
Matthew 18-20
Matthew 21-22
Matthew 23-24
Matthew 25-26
Matthew 27-28
Luke 1
Luke 2-3
Luke 4-5
Luke 6-7
Luke 8-9
Luke 10-11
Luke 12-13
Luke 14-16
Luke 17-18
Luke 19-20
Luke 21-22
Luke 23-24
Ephesians 1-3
Ephesians 4-6
Colossians, Philemon
Philippians
Acts 1-3
Acts 4-6

“Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?”
And He said to him, ‘YOU
SHALL LOVE THE LORD
YOUR GOD WITH ALL
YOUR HEART, AND WITH
ALL YOUR SOUL, AND
WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’
This is the great and foremost
commandment. The second is
like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ On these two command-

ments depend the whole Law
and the Prophets.”
Matthew 22:36-40

November Birthdays
November 1 - Jared Magler

November 15 - Robin Mathiowetz

November 2 - Jim Mathiowetz

November 18 - Don Anderson

November 5 - James DeCaro

November 22 - Greg Patten

November 9 - Jamie Horejsi

November 25—Stacy DeCaro

November 14 - Madelyn Misener

November 26—Shirley Klenk

1-3:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

11

10

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Liberia Presentation
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

24

Operation Christmas Child
SHOEBOX COLLECTION
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 noon - Elders & Wives
Meeting

25

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Beyersdorf
Baby Shower

18

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
1-3:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit
10:20 a.m. - Worship
6:30 p.m. - Elders and
12:00 p.m. - Youth Plan. Mtg.
Deacons Meeting
1:45 p.m. - Good Sam. Svc.
3-5:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

4

Operation Christmas Child
SHOEBOX KICK-OFF
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3-5:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit

17

Tuesday

Wednesday

6

13

26

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team
Practice

19

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Thanksgiving Eve
Service

27

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

20

1-3:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

12

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit 1-3:00 p.m. - Parable Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

5

Psalm 105:1-2

Oh, give thanks to the LORD; call upon His name;
Make known His deeds among the peoples.
Sing to Him, sing praises to Him;
Speak of all His wonders.

Monday

3

Sunday

28
Thanksgiving
Day

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

21

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

14

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

7

Thursday

2013
November
July 2013

29

6:00 p.m. - Friday
Night
Light

22

15

8

1

Friday

8:00 a.m. - Church
Decorating

30

23

10:00 a.m. - Titus 2
Panel
Discussion

16

9:00 a.m. - Worship Team
Practice
6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout

9

8:30 a.m. - Fall Work
Morning at
Mancia’s

2

Saturday
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Upcoming Events in November
Men’s Steakout
at Oakridge Community Church
Saturday, November 9
6:00 p.m.

Titus 2 Panel Discussion On Mothering
Saturday, November 16
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Moms with young children will have the opportunity to hear
the experiences and glean wisdom from "older" moms of
the congregation who are ahead of them on the journey.

Thanksgiving Eve Service
Wednesday, November 27
7:00 p.m.
Join us on this occasion for praising our great God!
Please bring a pie for the pie & coffee fellowship time afterward.
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OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunitychurch.org

