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Active November!
From Pastor Jim
We have just had the kick-off to our annual involvement in Operation Christmas Child this past Sunday.
That is just the first of several emphases we will have in
the coming weeks—one right after the other!
This coming Sunday, November 2, is the International
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. As a reminder of the need and the importance of praying for
our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, we intend
to show a highly impactful video at the beginning of our
worship service that day—a video titled Liena’s Prayer.
The picture has some realistic scenes of persecution that
parents of young children will want to be prepared to
discuss with them. At the same time, I don’t think anyone will be able to watch the video without being greatly moved and appropriately challenged.
Then on Sunday, November 9, we plan to commemorate Orphans Day at the beginning of our worship service. The second Monday in November is the annual
World Orphans Day. Because God has a special place
in His heart for orphans, we want to have the same.
What a blessing it is to have families within our body
who have taken in orphans, treasured them and made
them their own! I love the daily reminder that every
adopted child in our congregation gives me that I am
adopted too—by my merciful and gracious God.
November 16 is the day when we will bring in all the
Operation Christmas Child boxes we have filled and
pray for God to use them to open up many opportunities
for the gospel to be proclaimed and bear fruit among the
children to whom they are given and the families those
children represent.
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There will be a noticeable change
in our service on November 16 in
another way. Beginning on that
day, we will begin our worship
service with the reading of the
Scripture passage on which the
sermon will be based, enabling
that text to be on our minds even
while we are worshiping the
Lord in our singing, praying and
giving. Rather than the practice we have followed for
some years now, the Scripture passage will be read by
a man other than myself each week, and he will read it
aloud as all of us listen and follow along in our own
Bibles.
I am excited about this change, in part because it enables us to involve more people in the worship service.
Another reason for my enthusiasm about it is that it is
another opportunity for some of our men to lead the
church body by example in their reverence for the
Word of God—a reverence demonstrated by their
preparation for reading it, their demeanor in reading it
and their purpose for reading it.
Of course, being the month of November, we look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving Day. Our Thanksgiving Eve service will be a little different this year. It
will be geared for children of every age! Our desire is
to tell the story of how Thanksgiving Day began as a
special celebration in the history of our land. There will
also be opportunity to praise and thank the Lord in
song, testimony and prayer. This will be an event in
which I am sure you will want to participate.
That brings us to November 30, which is the first
Sunday of Advent. On that day we will begin our
lighting of the Advent candles during our worship
service, accompanied by appropriate Advent readings.
What a thrill to remember the coming to this earth of
the Son of God, taking on human flesh to redeem us
from our sin and give us life, joy and peace!
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Operation Christmas Child
Good News. Great Joy.
Submitted by Deb Jacobe

O

peration Christmas Child is a project of
Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian relief and evangelism
organization led by Franklin Graham. The mission of
Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s
love in a tangible way to needy children around the
world and, together with the local church worldwide,
to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
This tangible demonstration of God’s love arrives in
the form of a simple gift: a shoe box filled with school
supplies, toys, clothing and, most importantly, prayer.
Once each shoe box arrives at its destination, it is distributed to a needy child, together with a gospel story
book printed in the child’s language.
A child who chooses to follow Christ is then invited to
attend a 12-lesson Bible study called The Greatest
Journey. The colorfully-illustrated lessons, written in
the child’s language, are presented by trained local
teachers who help boys and girls learn what it means
to follow Christ and share their faith with others. Each
child who graduates also receives a New Testament.

Here are some ways you can get involved this year:
Pray. Pray that God will touch the heart of every child
who receives a shoe box gift, and that He will bring
many children and families to faith in Jesus Christ.
Pack a gift. A shoe box filled with small toys and
other gifts can open hurting hearts to God’s love.
Brochures and empty shoe boxes were made available
in the church foyer beginning Sunday, Oct. 26. For
more information, contact Deb Jacobe (651-430-1184)
or go to samaritanspurse.org/occ.
**Filled shoe boxes will be collected at
church through Sunday, Nov. 16**
Include a $7.00 donation. Remember to give $7.00
or more per box to cover shipping and other project
expenses. Donate online to follow your box.
Volunteer. Make an eternal impact on the lives of
children through volunteer opportunities ranging from
short-term service at a Processing Center to seasonal
involvement as a project leader to a year-round role on
an Area Team.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.
Matthew 28:19a
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener

“Our calendars never lie.” This is a phrase I have been challenging our youth with as this fall school year has
begun. Most of our youth have grown up in Christian homes. They know all the “correct” answers to questions like,
“Is Jesus the most important part of your life?” But do their calendars line up with their “correct” responses? As I’ve
been challenging them (and myself) with this phrase, I have been struck by how much our calendars reflect what we
value. Is learning about and worshiping Jesus within community more important than….homework? Is learning
about and worshiping Jesus within community important enough…to ask my boss not to schedule me on a certain
night/day? Is reading the Bible…prayer…worship more important than….sleep? Is reading the Bible…prayer…
worship more important than…hanging out with friends? Is reading the Bible…prayer…worship more important
than watching TV…surfing the internet…talking on the phone? The list could go on and on. As we’ve discussed our
individual “lists,” it is interesting to note that most, if not all, of the things on our list are not inherently evil. But our
calendars do expose our values, because where we decide to spend our time does expose where we are deciding to
place our focus. Be praying that God would become so beautiful to all of us that our calendars would naturally reflect our desire to gaze upon and worship our wonderful, amazing, awesome God! Our youth are developing heart
habits even at this age, because as those of us who are a few years beyond them can attest, the struggle to place God
at the center of our calendars doesn’t go away when we graduate high school. May all of our calendars attest to our
love and worship of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

November Birthdays
November 1 - Jared Magler
November 2 - Jim Mathiowetz
November 5 - Joelle Beyersdorf
November 5 - James DeCaro
November 9 - Jamie Horejsi
November 14 - Maddie Misener
November 15 - Robin Mathiowetz
November 18 - Don Anderson
November 22 - Greg Patten
November 25 - Stacy DeCaro
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November Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Jeremiah 31-32; Titus 2
Jeremiah 33-35; Titus 3
Jeremiah 36-37; Philemon
Jeremiah 38-39; Hebrews 1
Jeremiah 40-42; Hebrews 2
Jeremiah 43-45; Hebrews 3
Jeremiah 46-48; Hebrews 4
Jeremiah 49-50; Hebrews 5
Jeremiah 51-52; Hebrews 6
Lamentations 1-2; Hebrews 7
Lamentations 3-5; Hebrews 8
Ezekiel 1-3; Hebrews 9
Ezekiel 4-6; Hebrews 10:1-23
Ezekiel 7-9; Hebrews 10:24-39
Ezekiel 10-12; Hebrews 11:1-19

For this year’s Bible reading
schedule, we will read one
Old Testament and one New
Testament passage each day.

...by which He has granted
to us His precious and very
great promises, so that
through them you may
become partakers of the
divine nature, having
escaped from the
corruption that is in the
world because of
sinful desire.
2 Peter 1:4

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Ezekiel 13-15; Hebrews 11:20-40
Ezekiel 16; Hebrews 12
Ezekiel 17-19; Hebrews 13
Ezekiel 20-21; James 1
Ezekiel 22-23; James 2
Ezekiel 24-26; James 3
Ezekiel 27-28; James 4
Ezekiel 29-31; James 5
Ezekiel 32-33; 1 Peter 1
Ezekiel 34-35; 1 Peter 2
Ezekiel 36-37; 1 Peter 3
Ezekiel 38-39; 1 Peter 4
Ezekiel 40; 1 Peter 5
Ezekiel 41-42; 2 Peter 1
Ezekiel 43-44; 2 Peter 2

Piecemakers’ Christmas Stocking Project
Submitted by Jill Odens

On Saturday, October 18, the Piecemakers held a "Christmas Stocking Sewing" event. The Christmas stocking
project was introduced to OCC by Melanie Hess last fall. One of the projects SOAR does each year is take the
stockings to Siberia, where the local churches fill the stockings and deliver them to orphanages. The contents of the
stockings fulfill basic needs (shampoo, soap, tooth brushes) and provide a few toys and a Bible for each child. The
stockings are used by the children after Christmas for their personal storage and are greatly appreciated by
them. Several of us had received the pattern and directions, and Wendy Hood had even made quite a few and sent
them to the Hess family in Alaska.
This Fall we decided to pool our resources and time to produce together more than we were able to do individually.
We were thrilled to have Melanie and Hannah (age 12)
Hess join us for our work day. Altogether there were 14
ladies who participated on Saturday. They were all needed,
as there was much to be done: pressing fabric in preparation for cutting stocking components, cutting various
components, sewing the pieces together—often ironing after
each step, and finally seeing the completed stocking take
shape. While we completed just 16 stockings on Saturday,
we have another 85 or more at various stages of the process.
We are looking forward to our next work day on Saturday,
November 8!

TUE

WED

THU

10

6:30 p.m. - Elders and
Deacons
Meeting

17

5:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

24

9

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group
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Operation Christmas Child
Shoe Box Collection Day
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

23/30

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro C.G. (11/23)
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives Mtg.
(11/30)

1-3:00 p.m. - Pray Exhibit
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

1-3:00 p.m. - Pray Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

Daylight Savings Time Ends
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

25

18

11

4

3

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Thanksgiving
Eve
Service

DAY

THANKSGIVING

27

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting

26

20

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

19

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting

13

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Pray Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting

12

6

5

Psalm 86:12

28

21

14

7

I will give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
And will glorify Your name forever.

MON

2

SUN

November 2014
FRI

29

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

22

15

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Piecemakers Christmas
Stocking Project

8

1

SAT

5
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Song of the Month
Submitted By Doug Mueller

Augustus Toplady wrote the
words to Rock of Ages when
he was 23 years old and a
pastor in rural England in the
mid-1700s. He was a prominent hymn writer of his day
and wrote many well-known
hymns, including Now Why
This Fear and Unbelief, one
of our previous songs of the
month. Toplady’s dedicated
understanding of the
Reformed view of predestination and our absolute
dependence on Christ and Christ alone plays prominently in his work.
Tradition holds that Toplady was inspired to write
Rock of Ages by his experience of being caught out in a
violent storm and finding shelter in a narrow fissure in a
nearby cliff. The words draw allusions to the Rock of
faith in Christ providing strength and shelter against the
storms of life (Matthew 7: 24-27) and the need for sinful man to be covered in the presence of God’s holiness
(Exodus 33:20-23). The use of the term “cleft,” suggesting that the rock was subjected to a strong and cutting blow, reminds us of the suffering of Christ that provided for our reconciliation with God (Isaiah 53). The
last verse poignantly and plaintively points to the “Rock
of Ages” as our only hope when we stand before God.
It is our prayer that we will gain deeper insight into
the hopelessness of our condition without Christ and
greater appreciation for the wonderful plan of redemption through Christ’s perfect life and sacrificial death as
we sing Rock of Ages this month.

Rock of Ages
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Save from wrath and make me pure.
Could my tears forever flow,
Could my zeal no languor know,
These for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.
In my hand no price I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling.
While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

