November 2015
Volume 9 Issue 2

Christian Accountability
From Pastor Jim
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At our recent men’s breakfast, one of the subjects
discussed was the desire and need for holding
ourselves mutually accountable within a circle of
trusted believers. Such accountability plays a key
role in any believer’s progress in sanctification
and in building up one another.
What is Christian accountability? In its most
basic sense, it is a relationship in which each
party has given the other party permission to be
directly and actively involved in his/her life for
the purpose of helping one another grow into
greater Christ-likeness. This involves regularly
sharing one’s successes and failures in motives,
thoughts, words and deeds. It involves asking
tough questions, making thoughtful observations,
offering Biblical and practical advice, confronting wrong attitudes and behavior, pointing each
other to the Lord Jesus and His all-sufficiency,
and praying with each other.
Christian accountability is a scary idea. It means
we voluntarily expose at least some of our innermost self to another person. It means we choose
to trust that person to love us, be honest with us,
be willing to say things that are necessary whether we like them or not, be for us and be discreet.
It also means we are willing to be the same kind
of Christian friend for the other person. What
makes all this possible and alleviates our fears is
when we realize that the most basic issue is not
our ability nor how much we can trust another
person, but rather whether we can trust our
gracious, all-wise, all-knowing, all-powerful
sovereign Lord.
Christian accountability is a needed practice.
No Christian is an island. No Christian can stand
alone. Just as a lion in Africa will go after and
take down prey that gets away from the herd, the
lion-like devil is sure to attack and just as sure to
devour anyone who thinks he/she can go through
life on his/her own. That’s one major reason why

our Lord designed the church—so together we
can face the challenges that come into our Christian lives from the world, the flesh and the devil.
We have natural accountability opportunities.
The most obvious and intimate relationship of
accountability for one who is married can and
should be with one’s spouse. The family including parents, children and grandparents provides a
wider accountability setting. The church body as
a whole should be viewed as a natural, Goddesigned provision for accountability, if we take
His Word seriously.
Then there are purposeful accountability measures
for which we need to take the initiative. An
accountability relationship can be started by a
man asking one or two other men to enter into the
venture with him, or by a woman asking one or
two other women to begin an intentional accountability relationship. Another type of purposeful
accountability relationship can be pursued by
becoming part of a care group.
Obviously, the level of openness varies in these
different settings, depending on the number of
people involved and the nature and depth of the
relationship. However, no matter what that level
of openness is at the beginning, one sign of effectiveness in the relationship is that it deepens as it
continues.
(Continued on page 2)
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November Bible Reading
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Luke 21-22
Luke 23-24
John 1-2
John 3-4
John 5-6
John 7-8
John 9-10
John 11-12
John 13-15
John 16-18
John 19-21
Acts 1-3
Acts 4-6
Acts 7-8
Acts 9-10

Join us as this year
we read through
the Bible canonically.

….when they arrived, they went
into the synagogue of the Jews.
Now these were more
noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received
the word with great eagerness,
examining the Scriptures
daily to see whether these
things were so. Therefore many
of them believed, ...
Acts 17:10-12

16
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30

Acts 11-13
Acts 14-15
Acts 16-17
Acts 18-20
Acts 21-23
Acts 24-26
Acts 27-28
Romans 1-3
Romans 4-7
Romans 8-10
Romans 11-13
Romans 14-16
1 Corinthians 1-4
1 Corinthians 5-8
1 Corinthians 9-11

November Birthdays
November 1 - Jared Magler
November 2 - Jim Mathiowetz
November 5 - Joelle Beyersdorf
November 5 - James DeCaro
November 9 - Jamie Horejsi
November 14 - Maddie Misener

November
November
November
November
November

15 - Robin Mathiowetz
18 - Don Anderson
22 - Greg Patten
25 - Stacy DeCaro
26 - Shirley Klenk

Christian Accountability (continued from page 1)
Speaking for your Elders, I want you to know that there is
an accountability relationship among us as Elders in
which each of us has invited the others to examine our
lives and speak into our lives as often and as pointedly as
needed. More than that, we have invited each other to
speak to our wives about our marriages and our lives, realizing that our wives know us best and have a perspective
on our marriage relationships that helps to provide a full
picture. Our accountability relationship among your

Elders also includes a commitment to be on each other’s
cases, particularly if any of us should be traveling alone
or in a similar situation in which Satan and the world will
bombard us.
Sin is our worst enemy. Life is a war. Accountability relationships are one valuable and effective tool to use in the
battle.

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

23

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
6:30 p.m. - Christmas Choir
Rehearsal

22

30

7:00 p.m. - Evangelism
Training

29

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOX COLLECTION DAY
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

16

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

9

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

2

Monday

15

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Christmas Choir
Rehearsal

8

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 .m. - Worship
6:30 p.m. - Christmas Choir
Rehearsal

1

Sunday

24

17

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Thanksgiving
Eve
Service

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Titus 2 Ladies
Bible Study

18

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Titus 2 Ladies
Bible Study

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Titus 2 Ladies
Bible Study

4

Wednesday

26
THANKSGIVING
DAY

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

19

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

12

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

5

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Friday

28

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

21

10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday

14

7

Saturday

Psalm 97:12

Be glad in the Lord, you righteous ones,
And give thanks to His holy name.

6:30 p.m. - Ladies Craft
Night
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

10

3

Tuesday
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Operation Christmas Child:
Good News. Great Joy.
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian relief and evangelism organization led by
Franklin Graham. The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy
children around the world and, together with the local church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
This tangible demonstration of God’s love arrives in the form of a simple gift: a shoebox filled with school supplies,
toys, clothing and, most importantly, prayer. Once each shoebox arrives at its destination, it is distributed to a needy
child, together with a gospel story book printed in the child’s language.
A child who chooses to follow Christ is then invited to attend a 12-lesson Bible study called The Greatest Journey.
The colorfully illustrated lessons, written in the child’s language, are presented by trained local teachers who help boys
and girls learn what it means to follow Christ and share their faith with others. Each child who graduates also receives
a New Testament.
Here are some ways you can get involved this year:
Pray. Pray that God will touch the heart of every child who receives a shoebox gift, and that He will bring many
children and families to faith in Jesus Christ.
Pack a gift. A shoebox filled with small toys and other gifts can open hurting hearts to God’s love. Brochures
and empty shoeboxes will be available in the church foyer on Sunday, Nov. 8. For more information, contact Deb
Jacobe (651-430-1184) or go to samaritanspurse.org/occ.
**FILLED SHOEBOXES WILL BE COLLECTED AT OAKRIDGE THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22**
Include a $7.00 donation. Remember to give $7.00 or more per box to cover shipping and other project expenses.
Donate online to follow your box.
Volunteer. Make an eternal impact on the lives of children through volunteer opportunities ranging from shortterm service at a Processing Center to seasonal involvement as a project leader to a year-round role on an Area
Team.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”
Matthew 28:19a

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

