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God-Glorifying Marriage
From Pastor Jim
Weddings have been on the minds of many of us recently, as daughters in three families of our church body were given
in marriage within eight days during the month of October! Weddings are certainly special occasions in which we are
able to celebrate the joining of man and woman as husband and wife, and the beginning of a new household in which we
trust the Lord will be honored and obeyed.
In our culture, the wedding is the beginning of the marriage relationship. Weddings take place on a specific day, while
the marriage goes on until death parts a couple. A smooth, beautiful wedding does not make a marriage. Some of the
most spectacular weddings have ended up with some of the worst marriages! On the other hand, some of the simplest,
far less-expensive weddings have led to some of the most God-honoring marriages.
So what is the key to a truly God-glorifying marriage relationship? There is one, you know! In fact, that key is what I
shared with the attendees of our daughter Kim’s wedding. Surprisingly to many, that key is not:
 Viewing marriage as a portrayal of the relationship between Jesus Christ and His bride, the Church
 The godly submission of the wife to her husband as to the Lord
 The husband loving his wife as Christ loved the church
 The attraction, affection and sacrificial devotion to each other as husband and wife
All of the above are definitely involved in a God-honoring marriage. However, Scripture tells us there is a vital key
behind them all that is essential if any of those qualities and activities are to be genuinely demonstrated in the name of
Jesus Christ for the glory of God.
The key to a truly God-glorifying marriage relationship, according to Ephesians 5, is that husbands and wives be filled
with the Spirit of God! So often we start a discussion about marriage in Ephesians 5 by going straight to verses 22-33
and saying that wifely submission and husbandly love are the keys. However, those verses are merely a continuation of
a list of attitudes and lifestyles that started with the command of Ephesians 5:18, instructing us, “And do not get drunk
with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.”

It is this filling of the Spirit of God that enables a variety of spiritual activities on
the part of God’s people, according to the verses that follow. The Spirit’s filling is
demonstrated and expressed through speaking to one another with songs, hymns
and spiritual songs (5:19). His filling enables us to sing and make melody to the
Lord in a heartfelt, meaningful manner (5:19). When He fills us, we are genuinely
and expressively thankful to God for His sovereign providence in our lives (5:20).
His filling results in mutual submission in the fear of Christ (5:21): the submission
of the wife to her husband as her head (5:22-24, 33), the submission of the loving
husband to the needs of his wife (5:25-33), the obedient submission of children to
their parents (6:1-3), the submission of the father to the needs of his children (6:4),
the obedient submission of slaves/employees to their masters/employers (6:5-8)
and the submission of masters/employers to the well-being of their slaves/
employees (6:9)—all for the Lord.
(Continued on page 3)
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Operation Christmas Child:
Good News. Great Joy.
Operation Christmas Child is a pr oject of Samar itan’s Purse, a Christian relief and evangelism organization led by Franklin Graham. The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a
tangible way to needy children around the world, and together with local churches worldwide, to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ.
This demonstration of God’s love arrives in the form of a simple gift: a shoebox filled with school supplies,
toys, clothing and, most importantly, prayer. Once each shoebox arrives at its destination, it is distributed to a
needy child along with a gospel story in the child’s language.

Franklin Graham explains the mission of Operation Christmas Child: “After the shoebox gifts, we want as
many children as possible to enroll in our 12-lesson discipleship course, The Greatest Journey. Many children are coming to Christ as they study the lessons. A girl in Mongolia named Munkhtuya said: ‘Through
these lessons, I became a Christian and started going to church. Now I pray to God. Before I received Jesus
as my Savior, I had fear in my heart. Now I feel peace and all my fears are gone. I thank God.’ ”
Here are some ways you can get involved this year:
Pray. Pr ay that God will touch the hear t of ever y child who r eceives a shoebox gift, and that He will
bring many children and families to faith in Jesus Christ.
Pack a gift. Brochures and empty shoeboxes became available in the church foyer on Sunday, Oct. 30. For
more information, contact Deb Jacobe (651-430-1184) or go to samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Include a $7.00 donation. You can also donate online and follow your box.
Volunteer. Make an eter nal impact on the lives of childr en thr ough volunteer oppor tunities r anging
from short-term service at a Processing Center to seasonal involvement as a project leader to a year-round
role on an Area Team.
**Filled shoeboxes will be collected at Oakridge Community Church through Sunday, Nov. 13**

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.– Matthew 28:19a
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November Song of the Month—
I Sing the Mighty Power of God
Isaac Watts

Isaac Watts originally wrote I Sing the Mighty Power of God for inclusion in a hymnal for children, but it is a great
song for people of any age to learn and sing. The first and second verses retell the story of God creating the heavens
and the earth. It is all to God’s praise when we remember His great power that made all that we can see. Remembering this story leads us to see His goodness and mercy—that even though we live in a fallen world, God has provided
all that we need. While it might seem that the focus of this song is particularly material, the final verse in our hymnal
(and some stanzas omitted from the original) make it clear that Watts’ desire was to exalt God for His great power
and love.

Verse 1
I sing the mighty pow’r of God
That made the mountains rise,
That spread the flowing seas abroad
And built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule the day;
The moon shines full at His command
And all the stars obey.

Verse 3
There's not a plant or flow’r below
But makes Thy glories known;
And clouds arise and tempests blow
By order from Thy throne;
While all that borrows life from Thee
Is ever in Thy care,
And everywhere that we can be,
Thou, God, art present there.

Verse 2
I sing the goodness of the Lord
That filled the earth with food;
He formed the creatures with His word
And then pronounced them good.
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed
Where'er I turn my eye:
If I survey the ground I tread
Or gaze upon the sky!

Original verse not present in our hymnal:
In heaven He shines with beams of love,
With wrath in hell beneath;
’Tis on His earth I stand or move,
And ‘tis His air I breathe.
His hand is my perpetual guard,
He keeps me with His eye:
Why should I then forget the Lord
Who is for ever nigh?

God-Glorifying Marriage — (continued from page 1)
So if being filled with the Spirit is the key to the marriage relationship, what should we know about this filling?
While developing them in any detail takes more space than I am able, here are five observations I shared about the
filling of the Spirit at Kim and Kevin’s wedding. Most of them are gleaned from the statements in and the context of
Ephesians 5.
 Being filled with the Spirit is an experience uniquely for followers of Jesus Christ—after all, one cannot be
filled with the Spirit unless the Holy Spirit is in him/her! (Romans 8:9-11)
 Being filled with the Spirit is an experience that involves relinquishing control—the contrast in Ephesians
5:18 is between relinquishing control to either wine or the Holy Spirit
 Being filled with the Spirit is an experience which, though we do not actually accomplish it, we are responsible to make sure it takes place—we are commanded to be filled, not to fill ourselves, so our task is to
saturate ourselves with His Sword, the Word of God, and intentionally yield ourselves to Him by obeying
His Word
 Being filled with the Spirit is an experience that should constantly characterize us—we could read Ephesians 5:18 more literally by saying, “Be being filled with the Spirit”
 Being filled with the Spirit is an experience producing visible results—such as the results seen in Ephesians
5:19—6:9 (though there are more results seen in other Scripture passages)
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November Bible Reading
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1 John
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1:1-4
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9:13-25

1:5-10
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31-32
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2:18-23
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33-34

10:22-42

2:24-29

14

13

35-37

11:1-16

3:1-10
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38-39

11:17-37

3:11-18
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15:1-16

40-41

11:38-44

3:19-24
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15:17-35

42-44

11:45-57

4:1-6
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16

45-47

12:1-11

4:7-21

19

17

48

12:12-19

5:1-12

12:20-36

5:13-21

Daniel
20

18

1-2

2 John

21

19

3-4

12:37-50

1-13
3 John

22

20

5-6

13:1-11

1-14
Jude

23

21:1-21

7-8

13:12-17

1-7

24

21:22-34

9

13:18-30

8-16

25

22

10-12

13:31-38

17-25

The Discipleship Journal
Bible Reading Plan
This plan offers special features that will aid
you in your journey through the Bible.
By reading from four separate places in the
Scriptures every day, you should be able to
better grasp the unity of the Scriptures, as well
as enjoy the variety of different viewpoints.
Each month of this plan gives you 25 readings,
so there can be days when you catch up on the
readings you may have missed in the past week.

If you finish the month’s reading by the twentyfifth, you could use the final days of the month
to study the passages that challenged you or
intrigued you.
Ask God each day to speak directly to you from
the Scripture portions you read. Be expectant
and let your continued exposure to God’s Word
reshape your attitudes and behavior as you
gain a better understanding of His written testimony to us.

21

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

28

20

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship
11:45a.m. - Advent Choir
Rehearsal

27

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Advent Choir
Rehearsal
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

Shoebox Collection Sunday
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Elders &
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Deacons
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Meeting
11:45 a.m. - Advent Choir
Rehearsal
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

14

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

7

Monday

13

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Advent Choir
Rehearsal

6

Sunday

12:30 p.m. - Project
Life
Ministry

29

22

15

8

1

Tuesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
In Prayer

30

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Thanksgiving
Eve Service &
Fellowship

25

18

11

26

9:30 a.m. - Worship Team
Practice

19

12

9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Membership Matters Class

5

Saturday

Psalm 50:23

“The one who offers thanksgiving as
his sacrifice glorifies Me; to one who orders his way
rightly I will show the salvation of God!”

Thanksgiving Day

24

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

23

17

10:30 a.m. - Project Life Min.
6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee Mtg.

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

10

6:30-9:30 p.m.
Membership Matters Class

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

9

4

Friday

3

Thursday

2

Wednesday
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November Birthdays

November 2—Jim Mathiowetz
November 5—Joelle Beyersdorf
November 5—James DeCaro
November 9—Jamie Horejsi
November 14—Madeline Misener
November 15—Robin Mathiowetz

November 18—Don Anderson
November 22—Greg Patten
November 25—Stacy DeCaro
November 26—Shirley Klenk

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

