
 

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you (Matthew 6:33). 
 
     What does it mean to seek first the kingdom of God? 
     Perhaps the best starting point for answering that question is to ask what is not involved in seeking the 
kingdom of God. After all, Jesus starkly contrasts seeking the kingdom of God with another activity common-
ly found in life: namely, preoccupation with earthly pursuits like bank accounts (6:19-24), food (6:25-26),  
longevity (6:27), clothing (6:28-30) or whatever may come tomorrow (6:34). 
     Jesus strongly warns us against anxiety about such matters. In fact, He commands us not to be anxious or 
worried (6:31). Two closely-related reasons are stated for that command (6:32a - For the Gentiles eagerly seek 
all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things). First, being anxious means we 
are thinking and acting just like the world, which is preoccupied with seeking after such pursuits as money, 
food, longevity and clothes. All we need to realize this is watch commercials or read newspaper ads and bill-
boards! If our lives are characterized by preoccupation with and anxiety over the same kinds of matters as the 
world, do we have any evidence to back up our claim to be serving God rather than mammon (6:24)? 
     Jesus’ second reason for commanding us not to be anxious about earthly matters is because such anxiety 
reveals our lack of trust in God. For us to worry is to operate on the assumption that God either does not know 
or does not care about us or our circumstances. The reality is that the all-knowing God who feeds the birds 
(6:26) and clothes the flowers of the field (6:28-29) cares much more for His children than He does for any 
other part of His creation. 
     Seeking first the kingdom of God does not include worrying about the affairs of this life—this is abundant-
ly clear from Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6. So what does it mean to seek first the kingdom of God? 
     For sure it means making sure we are citizens of the kingdom, having entered through the narrow gate 
(Matthew 7:13-14) because of the Holy Spirit’s sovereign, inscrutable work in causing us to be born again 
(John 3:3-8). 
     For sure it means seeking to know, love, worship and obey the King more fully all the time  
(Philippians 3:10-11). We cannot be seeking the kingdom without seeking greater intimacy and likeness with 
the King. So seeking the kingdom of God certainly involves seeking the Lord in His Word and prayer. 
     For sure it means seeking His righteousness, for this is the second part of Jesus’ command in Matthew 
6:33. As those to whom God has imputed the righteousness of Jesus Christ, we are to pursue living righteous 

lives in keeping with His character and will. We are to practice, 
support and advocate for what is right in God’s sight. At the 
same time, we should be pursuing peace and joy in our relation-
ships with one another, “... for the kingdom of God is not eating 
and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit” (Romans 14:17). 
     With what is my life preoccupied? About what kinds of 
things am I anxious? What do I spend most of my time and ener-
gy seeking? These are questions Jesus forces us to ask ourselves. 
However, He does not leave us without a course of action to take 
as we find ourselves too much like the world and too little like 
citizens of God’s kingdom. 
     Let us be active seekers, but let us make sure we are seeking 
real, lasting Treasure. 

Seeking Rather Than Fretting 
From Pastor Jim 
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Thanks to everyone who came to help with our Fall Work Day on Saturday, October 14! Tasks were accomplished 
both inside and out. Below are some pictures of those who came to help! Special thanks to Doug Mueller for     
organizing this stewardship ministry. 

OCC Fall Work Day 
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Operation Christmas Child is a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, an evangelical Christian organization 

providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around the world. Franklin Graham, President of 

Samaritan’s Purse, explains the mission of this ministry:  

“Operation Christmas Child collects shoeboxes filled with gifts and delivers them to children in need 

around the world. Every one of these shoebox gifts is an opportunity for the Gospel. In the hands of local 

churches, it is a powerful tool for evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication.  

Many shoebox recipients also enroll in our 12-lesson follow-up discipleship program, The Greatest Jour-

ney, where they learn to follow Christ and share Him with others. You can be a part of this worldwide 

effort to grow the Kingdom of God even in places where the Gospel has never been heard.” 

Here are some ways you can get involved this year: 

Pray. Pray that God will touch the heart of every child who receives a shoebox gift, and that He will 

bring many children and families to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Pack a gift. Brochures and empty shoeboxes were made available in the church foyer on Sunday, 

October 29. New this year: Candy and toothpaste will no longer be accepted. For more in-

formation, contact Deb Jacobe (651-430-1184) or go to samaritanspurse.org/occ. 

Include a $9.00 donation. Checks can be made out to Samaritan’s Purse. You can also donate 

online and follow your box. 

Volunteer. Make an eternal impact on the lives of children through volunteer opportunities ranging 

from short-term service at a Processing Center to seasonal involvement as a project leader to a year-

round role on an Area Team. 

**Filled shoeboxes will be collected at OCC through Sunday, Nov. 12** 

 

 

 

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. – Matthew 28:19a 

 

Operation Christmas Child: 
Good News. Great Joy.  

November   2 - Jim Mathiowetz                                November 18 - Don Anderson 

November   5 - Joelle Beyersdorf                             November 22 - Greg Patten 

November   5 - James DeCaro                                   November 25 - Stacy DeCaro 

November   9 - Jamie Horejsi                                   November 26 - Shirley Klenk 

November 15 - Robin Mathiowetz 

November Birthdays 
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At the risk of getting a little too in-depth, I hope to share some ways in which the music for the song God Is Good 
reflects the words. 
 
Each verse opens with an uncertain feeling. “Even when”; in spite of, or contrary to the things we feel, the verse  
sets up a foil for the main idea of the song, that God is indeed good all of the time. The uncertainty is reflected in  
the melody we sing as the last word of the first line dips in a troubled sigh. Though we sing the same melody notes 
to begin every line of the verse, the last notes (as well as the chords supporting the melody) change. When we  
doubt and fear, the remedy is to remember the promises of God and the work of Christ. As we do so, we are lifted  
to remember God’s good character. 
 
Another factor in the unsettled feeling of the verses is that the meter does not remain constant. Rather than four bars 
of four beats each for each line, the fourth bar contains only two beats. Truncating each line also helps the song 
move along toward the release of tension in the chorus. 
 
Just as the verses and chorus juxtapose feelings of despair and hope, the bridge repeats the paradoxical statement of 
Mark 9:24, “Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief!” As Christians, we are waiting for the day when our faith is sight. 
We long for the time when we will no longer mourn. But in the midst of this mortal life, we experience both sorrow 
and joy. We wait for the time when Christ returns, holding fast to the promises of our good God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Dustin Kensrue 
© 2013 Dead Bird Theology (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
It's All About Jesus Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

We Are Younger We Are Faster Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
CCLI License # 345647 

November Song of the Month 
Submitted by James DeCaro 

God is Good 
 

Even when it seems the answer's no 
The promises of God all find their yes 

In Christ who worked the Father's will below 
That all who run to Him would find their rest. 

 
And even when it seems He hides His face 
And darkness seems to be our only friend 

We look to Christ who suffered in our place— 
That one day all our suffering would end. 

 
Chorus 

God is good all of the time, 
All of the time God is good. 

God is good all of the time God is good. 
 

And even when seems He pays no mind 
We have a guarantee of His great love 

In Christ who came and left His crown behind 
That one day we would reign with Him above. 

 
Lord, we believe but help our unbelief. 

Lord, we believe but help our heart to sing (that) 
 

You are good all of the time, 
All of the time You are good. 

You are good all of the time You are good. 
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9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Ministry Forever Series 

Wednesday 

1 
 

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group Thursday 

2 

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting Friday 

 3 
 Saturday  
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8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group 
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ  
                   Life/Care Group 

Sunday 

 5 

6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting 
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting 

Monday 

6 

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice Tuesday 

7 

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Ministry Forever Series 

Wednesday  

8 

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 
 

Thursday  

9 
 

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting Friday  

10 

 Saturday  

11 

Shoebox Collection Sunday 
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service 
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group 
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ  
                   Men’s Meeting 

Sunday  

 12 

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting Monday 

13 

 Tuesday  

14 

Wednesday 

15 
 

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Ministry Forever Series             

Thursday 

16 
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study 

Friday 

 17 

6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study 

Saturday  

18 
8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study 

Sunday  

19 
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group 
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ  
                   Life/Care Group 

Monday 

20 
2:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting 

Tuesday 

21 
 

Wednesday  

22 
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
7:00 p.m. - Thanksgiving Eve  
                   Worship Service & Fellowship 

Thursday  

23 

 

Thanksgiving Day 
Church Office Closed 

Friday  

24 
 

Saturday  

25 
 

Sunday  

 26 
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
3:30 p.m. - Boutwells Landing Service 
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group 
 

Monday 

27 
 

Tuesday  

28 
 

Wednesday  

29 
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 

Thursday 

30 
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 

November Calendar 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule          
in your hearts, to which indeed 

you were called in one body;  
and be thankful. 

 Colossian 3:15 
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OCC Vision 

The vision of Oakridge Community Church 

is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute, 

eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ 

in all things, to all peoples. 

 

OCC Mission 

The mission of Oakridge Community Church 

is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring 

and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
Oakridge 
Community Church 

 
610 County Road 5 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
www.oakridgecommunity.org 
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org 

Daily Reading Program 
Historical Plan 

 
In this plan the order of the  

Old Testament readings is very similar  
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing 
from Law to Prophets to Writings. The 
New Testament ordering is based upon  
research regarding the order in which  
the books were authored. Although this 
research is not conclusive, it may offer 
helpful insights to your Bible reading. 

October Bible Reading 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Mark 15-16 

Matthew 1-4 

Matthew 5-7 

Matthew 8-9 

Matthew 10-12 

Matthew 13-14 

Matthew 15-17 

Matthew 18-20 

Matthew 21-22 

Matthew 23-24 

Matthew 25-26 

Matthew 27-28 

Luke 1 

Luke 2-3 

Luke 4-5 

Luke 6-7 

Luke 8-9 

Luke 10-11 

Luke 12-13 

Luke 14-16 

Luke 17-18 

Luke 19-20 

Luke 21-22 

Luke 23-24 

Ephesians 1-3 

Ephesians 4-6 

Colossians, Philemon 

Philippians 

Acts1-3 

Acts 4-6 


