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Three Uses of the Law – The Civil Use
From Pastor Seth
In the history of Reformation churches, the proper use and application of God’s Law has been the
subject of intense study and debate. As a result, the majority of Protestant churches have come to
maintain three abiding uses of God’s Law. Last month, we considered Martin Luther’s teaching on
the spiritual use of the Law. This month, we will look at what he called the Law’s civil use.
The civil use of the Law focuses on how God’s Law applies to society. It does not call for the continuation of the civil laws of the Old Testament. The civil laws under the old covenant dealt with
the specific ways the nation of Israel was to be governed as a theocracy—as a political entity existing under the rule of God. The civil use of the Law is not the idea that the nations and kingdoms
of this world need to use the civil laws of the Old Testament to govern people. Rather, this use of the
Law teaches that the principles of God’s justice and righteousness derived from His moral Law are to be upheld by governments as that which is most conducive to the well-being of the people living under their rule. This includes the application of laws that forbid stealing, murder, adultery, or other basic principles which lead to a just and well-ordered society.
Luther writes in his commentary on Galatians, “The devil reigns throughout the world and forces people to do all kinds of
horrible wickedness. Therefore, God has ordained magistrates, parents, ministers, laws, and civil ordinances so that, if they
cannot do anything else, at least they may bind the devil’s hands so that he does not rage in his slaves as he wants to do.”
In other words, the civil use of the Law is meant to “bridle wicked people” within society.
Enacting the civil use of God’s Law is how rulers and governments fulfill the purpose for which God has established them.
Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-14 teach that God’s purpose for establishing governments in this world is so that they
would act as “His ministers” to “punish evil doers” and “praise those who do right,” to rule for the good of the people and
bring justice upon the one who “practices evil.” That is what we all long to see from our government, and what we most
complain about when it fails. But, this leads to a question. What are the objective standards of right and wrong by which a
government is to judge the behavior of the people? Is right and wrong to be based upon the will and decree of the government itself? No. Only in upholding the moral expectations of God our Creator, Who has caused the “work of [His] Law” to
be written upon our hearts (Romans 2:14-15), can this standard of good and evil be found. And when a government truly
upholds the principles of God’s righteousness and justice in a land, an astounding thing happens—the people under the
rule of such a government flourish and its culture thrives. Any doubt of the validity of this statement can be checked simply by noting the state of the people who dwell under governments that do not govern in this manner (North Korea, China,
Russia, Syria, and now, many Western nations).
This use of God’s Law differs from the other two uses in a significant way. The other two uses are directly involved in the
Holy Spirit’s work of applying the blessings of salvation to a sinner, convicting sinners of sin before God and leading them
to Christ, and (as we will see next month) sanctifying and conforming believers further to the image of Christ. The civil
use of God’s Law does not do any of this. Just because the moral principles of God’s Law are upheld within a society
does not mean that all sinners in that society are saved. To know that it is wrong to steal your neighbor’s property does not
require a person to be saved, nor will obedience to that law lead a sinner to salvation. That is not the purpose of the civil
use of the Law. The civil use of God’s Law is designed to establish a measure of stability and peace within a civilization.
In this regard, it is a part of the blessing of God’s common grace. Common grace is an expression of God’s general love
and kindness directed toward His creatures as their Creator. It is not the grace of
God that saves individuals, but the grace of God that brings “common” blessings to
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them. God’s common grace is demonstrated when He “causes His sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew
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5:45). Common grace is manifested when God opens His hand and satisfies His
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creatures with good things (Psalm 104:28). And, it also manifests when God estabPsalms, Part III ........................... 3
lishes a government that upholds the civil use of His Law, as has been experienced
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in the history of the United States of America.
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Adding to the blessing of a peaceful, safe and stable society, there is one more benefit Luther points out that comes as a
direct result of upholding the civil use of God’s Law. He writes, “This civil restraint is very necessary and is appointed by
God both for public peace and for the preservation of everything, but especially so that the course of the Gospel should
not be hindered by wicked men.” The civil use of God’s Law aids the spread of the Gospel. For this reason, 1 Timothy
2:1-2 instructs the church to pray for all men and for kings and those in authority, so that “we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity,” as we live out and proclaim the Gospel of Christ before the world. Let us be a people
who pray for God to establish the governments of the world to these ends: that we may dwell in peace and security under
a government that upholds true justice in the sight of God, and may continue to enjoy freedom to labor for the spread of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ unhindered by the schemes of “wicked men.”

WOMEN’S WREATH-MAKING EVENT
On Saturday, September 14, women gathered
together for a morning of crafting autumn wreaths
and fellowship. Thanks to Sue Butler and LyNae
Marshall for organizing this event! Nice job,
ladies!

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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November 2 - Jim Mathiowetz

November 18 - Don Anderson

November 5 - Joelle Beyersdorf

November 22 - Greg Patten

November 5– James DeCaro

November 23 - Samantha Butler

November 15– Robin Mathiowetz

November 25 - Stacy DeCaro

THE PSALMS,

L

PART

Submitted by James DeCaro

III

ast month, I gave some examples of different structures for singing the Psalms. Sometimes we have sung a metrical translation (a set of often rhyming verses that rephrase the whole text of a whole Psalm). Other songs paraphrase a portion or all of a Psalm. There are also songs that merely reference a Psalm or Psalms.
For this month, I would like to evaluate all of our singing in light of the themes of the Psalms. While there are several
convincing ways of outlining the themes of the Psalms, the one I wrote about two months ago came from Robert Godfrey’s book Learning to Love the Psalms. Here again are the themes he describes, followed by some examples of songs
we sing that illustrate those themes (as well as how we ought to respond to the themes).
Primary Theme
God's goodness and unfailing love for the righteous
human response: praise
Songs we sing: 10,000 Reasons; Praise to the Lord, the Almighty; The Lord Is
Secondary Themes
the sinfulness of the righteous
human response: confession of sin and lament
Songs we sing: From the Depths of Woe; By Grace Alone; God, Be Merciful to Me
the mysteries of providence in the success of the wicked
human response: expressions of envy and prayer for relief

Songs we sing: God is Good; God Moves
confidence in God and the future despite difficulties
human response: prayer for relief and praise
Songs we sing: It is Well With My Soul; The Lord is My Salvation; As Long As You Are Glorified
While thinking about the songs we sing together, it became clear that we do not sing many songs about Godfrey’s
Secondary Themes. While we often complain in our speech that the wicked are prospering, how often do we take that to
the Lord in song or in prayer as individuals? While some of our songs reference Psalms that cry out to God for
relief (e.g., Rock of Ages and Psalm 94:22), we don’t sing thoughts like Psalm 94:2–3:
Rise up, O judge of the earth;
repay to the proud what they deserve!
O LORD, how long shall the wicked,
how long shall the wicked exult?
It’s true that we see the wicked succeeding in this life. Do we not at times feel the same envy and doubts as the writers of
the Psalms? If so, we, too, must go to God with our concerns and wait on Him for relief. I’m open to suggestions for
songs on these topics!
I hope it has been helpful to think about the Psalms and songs we sing, but, more than that, I hope these articles—and all
our songs themselves—have pointed us to a greater trust in God and to lives that overflow with His praises.

3

NOVEMBER BIBLE READING
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

1 Timothy 5:1—6:2b
1 Timothy 6:2c-21
2 Timothy 1:1—2:13
2 Timothy 2:14—3:9
2 Timothy 3:10—4:22
Catch-up day
Titus 1-2
Titus 3
Philemon
Hebrews 1
Hebrews 2
Hebrews 3:1—4:13
Hebrews 4:14—6:20
Hebrews 7
Hebrews 8

Psalm 112
Psalm 113
Psalm 114
Psalm 115
Psalm 116
Psalm 117
Psalm 118
Psalm 119
Psalm 120
Psalm 121
Psalm 122
Psalm 123
Psalm 124
Psalm 125
Psalm 126

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This is the second year of a Bible reading plan that is designed to
take you through the Old and New Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
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Hebrews 9:1—10:18
Hebrews 10:19-39
Hebrews 11
Hebrews 12
Hebrews 13
Catch-up day
James 1:1-18
James 1:19—2:26
James 3:1—4:12
James 4:13—5:20
1 Peter 1:1-12
1 Peter 1:13—2:10
1 Peter 2:11—3:7
1 Peter 3:8—4:11
1 Peter 4:12—5:14

Psalm 127
Psalm 128
Psalm 129
Psalm 130
Psalm 131
Psalm 132
Psalm 133
Psalm 134
Psalm 135
Psalm 136
Psalm 137
Psalm 138
Psalm 139
Psalm 140
Psalm 141

Tuesday

3:30 p.m. - Women’s
Advisory
Team
Meeting

19

26

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

18

25

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Grp.

12

5

11

4

10

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Advent Choir Practice
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Grp.

24

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Advent Choir Practice
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group

17

Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Thanksgiving
Eve Service &
Fellowship

Thanksgiving
Day
Church Office Closed

28

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Grp

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

27

21

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group
1:30 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

14

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care
Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Grp

7

20

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

13

Thursday

Psalm 136:26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6

Give thanks to the God of heaven,
For His lovingkindness is everlasting.

Monday

November 2019

Daylight Savings Time Ends
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Sunday

5

29

8:00 a.m. - Elders
Meeting

22

6:30 a.m. - OCC Men’s
Meeting
1:00 p.m. - Options for
Women
Ministry

15

8:00 a.m. - Elders
Meeting

8

6:30 a.m. - OCC Men’s
Meeting
5:30 p.m.-Women’s
Fellowship
Supper

1

Friday

30

23

16

9

2

Saturday

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:
GOOD NEWS. GREAT JOY.
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organization. Their mission is to provide local partners around the world with shoeboxes
filled with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of reaching out to
children in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
They ship these simple gifts outside the United States to children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster,
famine, and disease; and to children living on Native American reservations in the U.S.
After receiving shoebox gifts, many boys and girls are invited to enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship program. Through the program, local ministry partners are able to establish long-term, caring relationships with
children and families by sharing the love of Jesus Christ.
Since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse has distributed over 168 million shoebox gifts to children around the world in Jesus’
name. Here are some ways that you can get involved this year:
Pray. Pray that God will touch the heart of every child who receives a shoebox gift, and that He will
bring many children and families to faith in Jesus Christ.
Pack a shoebox gift. Brochures and empty shoeboxes will be available in the church foyer on Sunday,
November 10. For more information, contact Deb Jacobe (651-430-1184).
Include a $9.00 donation. You can also donate online and follow your box.

Build a box online. Go to samaritanspurse.org/shoebox options and click on “build a box online.”
For a suggested donation of $25, you can choose from a list of gifts, then add a personal letter and photo.
Your box will be packed and sent for you.
“Declare His glory among the nations.” – Psalm 96:3

*** Filled shoeboxes will be collected at OCC through Sunday, November 24 ***

Oakridge Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church is to spread a joyful passion
for the absolute, eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church is to glorify God
by delighting in, declaring and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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