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The mighty oak tree. A symbol of strength,
beauty, and endurance. The oldest oaks today are thought to be well over 1,000 years
old with some as big as 40 feet in diameter.
Furniture and structures fashioned from oaks
are some of the most beautiful and enduring
of all.
Perhaps the psalmist had the oak in mind
as he pictured the person who worshipped
God as a “tree planted by streams of water,
that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf
does not wither” (Psalm 1:3).
It seems like a good symbol—until we
remember that the image of an oak tree was
not always so positive in Scripture. The
qualities of honor that are symbolized by the
tree are easily abused and twisted for evil.
For example, the prophets confronted Israel for rejecting God and worshipping their
idols “under every green tree, and under
every leafy oak” (Ezekiel 6:13). The “oaks
of Bashan” were symbols of pride and selfexaltation (Isaiah 2:13). Those who turn
from the Lord “shall be like an oak whose
leaf withers” (Isaiah 1:30). I would imagine
that having a logo of an oak tree in Isaiah’s
day would not be looked upon as a good
thing! It was associated more with rebellion
and the worship of idols than with the beauty
and strength of the Lord.
That withering oak is a picture of each one
of us apart from Christ—rebels living to exalt self rather than God. But we have a God
who promises to make all things new, to
take what is corrupt and leafless and restore
it to life and vitality. Isaiah declared, “The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because
the LORD has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor.” And part of that good
news involved being called “oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He
may be glorified” (Isaiah 61:1, 3).

God promises to take these rebellious, fruitless
oaks and to plant them in the soil of His gospel
grace, that they would produce the fruit that
comes from the righteous standing He will give
them. Instead of exalting themselves, they
would begin to glorify Him. But how would this
happen?
About 700 years later God would send His
Son as a man into the synagogue in Nazareth to
read, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18–19).
Jesus would be the fulfillment of God’s promise through Isaiah to take people in bondage to
sin and set them free through His life, death, and
resurrection. He would fulfill His promise to
plant His people as mighty oaks that would be
characterized by a righteousness grounded in
His own, towering strong and fruitful to the
praise of His glorious grace.
Oakridge Community Church. A few oaks on
the hillside doesn’t necessarily give a good Biblical basis for a name. An oak tree can just as
easily symbolize the pride of self-sufficiency
and self-exaltation. But the “oaks of righteousness” in Isaiah 61 are not only symbols of
strength, beauty, and endurance. They are all of
those things grounded in and to the praise of the
grace of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
That, I believe, is a beautiful picture to have
before us as a church—that we would become
mighty oaks, planted deep in the soil of God’s
gracious word, growing in likeness to our Savior
and living that He would be seen and worshipped as the great and merciful God that He is.
Yes, let’s keep the name and the symbol and use
it more and more to remind us of who we are,
who God is, and who God is making us to be!
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Christmas in Other Lands
Our OCC Missions Committee thought it
would be interesting for newsletter recipients
to read about how Christmas is celebrated in
the lives of our overseas friends. Here are
two submissions we received:

Jeanne W.
Teaching university
students in Asia
Christmas is not a holiday in the Asian country in which I serve. Since Christmas falls
on a Tuesday this year, that means for me the
day will be a regular working day. So I will
teach class that day.

My students are always very curious to
hear about Christmas. So every year I have
opportunities to share about the holiday
with my regular visitors. This semester,
Tuesday is one of my nights to have students come to my home to practice their
English. This year I am planning to have a
cookie decorating party with the students
on Christmas evening. They really enjoyed
this last year. I will also share the Christmas story with them and explain why it is
important to me.
Pray for the Christmas party I will have
with my students. Pray that I would communicate clearly with them and God would
use it to touch their hearts and to cause
them to begin to seek Him.

Carla Stiles
Teaching English in Thailand

Even though Christmas is not an official
holiday here, many businesses around the
city (restaurants, stores, hotels, hair salons…) decorate for the occasion. Mostly, it
is Santa Clauses and Christmas trees. People
here know that Christmas is the biggest holiday in the West, and many want to do something to celebrate the day. However the vast
majority of people have no idea why we
celebrate Christmas, so they don’t really
know what to do. Shopping and eating out
seem to be the two biggest pastimes.

Christmas day in Thailand is just an ordinary day. University students are taking
midterm exams, people are working and
life is happening with no thought to the
significance of the day. If you go to the
stores, you will see Christmas trees, lights
and decorations and lots of shopping, but
it’s not because they understand the meaning of Christmas. They have chosen January 1 to be a day to spend with family and
to give presents – they don’t want to miss
out on an opportunity to celebrate!! One
interesting thing is that there is Christmas
music piped throughout the malls and
stores – real Christmas music which talks
about the birth of Jesus. Interesting that
it’s not banned in a Buddhist country!!

Learning about the Christmas story
THE OAKBRIDGE
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Christmas
in
Other
Lands
(continued from page 2)
The Christians will celebrate in different
ways. Christmas Eve will find the youth of
the church going caroling to the homes of the
members until the early hours of the morning.
The church will pick a Sunday on either side
of December 25 to have a special service and
meal together. Many groups will do special
outreaches during this time and take the opportunity to share the real story of Christmas.
I will usually have a group of students over to
my house on Christmas Eve. We’ll eat, have
the youth from church come join us for caroling, play games, have a Happy Birthday Jesus
cake, and then I’ll invite them to go to a
Christmas Eve service at the International
Church. They are curious about Christmas,
so they want to be with us on December 24
and 25. It’s a great time to reach out and
share this special time with them.

Christmas Eve at Carla’s

Carla’s students enjoy her hospitality on Christmas Eve
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Check Out Our New Look!
Have you seen our new web site yet? Our site has been in need of an overhaul for quite
some time, so we are very thankful to finally have it ready and on line now. We encourage
you to go to the same address as the former site (www.oakridgecommunity.org) and take a
look around. We think you will like what you see.

Here are a few pointers to help you understand and navigate the new site. Our main goal
for the site is to help a person unfamiliar with Oakridge find out more about us—what we
believe, what to expect when they visit, what God is doing through the various ministries of
our church and even a page with a brief but well-presented gospel message. With these visitors to our site in mind, we wanted the site to be attractive, uncluttered and simple to navigate.
However, we also wanted the site to be useful for our members and friends who currently
attend Oakridge. The most-used menu items for us will probably be:
Events - here you will find the church calendar and any important news and announcements. This is where you can go each week to find out the Bible passage and sermon
title for the next Sunday’s message.

Resources - go here to listen to previously-given Bible messages and read the latest blog
entry (article) from Pastor Jim.
Members - here we will have a downloadable member directory and other resources that
we don’t want to make available to the general public. If you want access to this
password-protected area of our site, you can contact the church office to get the password. Be sure to keep the password confidential.
This new site is a work in progress. We plan to improve it regularly and make it more useful, based in part on the feedback we receive. We also hope to have a new logo soon that reflects the vision behind our name (see Pastor Jonathan’s article on page 1 of this Oakbridge
issue for an introduction to that vision) and to offer more on our members page—like pictures to go with the contact information. We encourage you to bookmark and save the Oakridge web site front page as your home page in your web browser, so it comes up every time
you open a new window. Enjoy and spread the word!
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Friday Night Light
One of the hopes I had for our
monthly Friday Night Light youth/
parent evenings was to have the opportunity to get together with the
parents of our youth on a regular
basis. This hope has begun to become a reality. I have been greatly
blessed to worship side by side with
these families and look into God’s
Word together. I have also been
very encouraged and challenged as
I’ve heard the hearts of these fathers
and mothers as they’ve shared the
desire that Jesus would continue to
work in the lives of their children.
Please be praying that God would
continue to strengthen the faith of
our fathers and mothers, and in doing so that the lives of our youth
would be impacted by the love of
our Lord and Savior Jesus! Here are
a few pictures from our last event at
the Leslie home – hopefully this
will help give you some faces to go
with your prayers.

Lilli Leslie, Sharon Utecht and Kayla Utecht

Jeremy
Benson Lohne, Mike Matchinsky and Jonathan Leslie

Trudi Lohne and Brian Utecht
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December Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

1 Corinthians 12-14
1 Corinthians 15-16
2 Corinthians 1-4
2 Corinthians 5-9
2 Corinthians 10-13
Galatians 1-3
Galatians 4-6
Ephesians 1-3
Ephesians 4-6
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus, Philemon
Hebrews 1-6
Hebrews 7-10
Hebrews 11-13
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John, 2 John
3 John, Jude
Revelation 1-3
Revelation 4-7
Revelation 8-10
Revelation 11-14
Revelation 15-17
Revelation 18-19
Revelation 20-22

December Birthdays
December 3 - Jason Schlicht
December 6 - Dan Mehls
December 11 - Cheryl Brown
December 11 - Carolyn Quenzer
December 13 - Fisher DeCaro

THE OAKBRIDGE

December 16 - Sophia Leslie
December 18 - Emily Mathiowetz
December 18 - Sarah Schmoeckel
December 28 - Marie Odens

Join us as we read
through the Bible
canonically this
year.

But grow in the
grace and
knowledge of our
Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
To Him be the
glory, both now
and to the day of
eternity. Amen

2 Peter 3:18
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Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

10

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. - HTCoC
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. - Hark!
Exhibit
The
4:00 p.m. - Elders and
Carols of
Deacons Meeting
Christmas
7:00 p.m. - DeCaro Care
Exhibit
Group - All

17

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. - HTCoC
Exhibit
4:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Piecemakers
7:00 p.m. - DeCaro Care
Group - Men

24/31

4:30 p.m.- Christmas Eve
Service (24th)
5:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care
Group (31st)
4:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Meeting (31st)

9

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Hark! The
Carols of
Christmas
Exhibit

16

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:00 p.m. - Caroling at Greeley
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Hark! The
Carols of
Christmas
Exhibit

23/30

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Hark! The
Carols of
Christmas
Exhibit

Christmas Day
Church Office Closed

25

11:30 a.m. - Grand Oaks
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. - Hark!
The
Carols of
Christmas
Exhibit
7:00 p.m. - Worship Team
Practice

18

11

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Piecemakers
7:00 p.m. - DeCaro Care
Group - Women

4

3

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Youth Plan. Mtg.
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. - HTCoC
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Conversation

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. - HTCoC
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Conversation

19

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. - HTCoC
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Conversation

12

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Conversation

5

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

27

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

20

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

13

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

6

Matthew 1:21

“She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins.”

Monday

2

Sunday

December 2012

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Hark! The Carols of
Christmas Exhibit
Reception

28

21

6:00 p.m. - Friday Night
Light

14

7

Friday

29

22

15

8

9:00 a.m. - Worship Team
Practice
12:30 p.m. - OCC
Christmas
Decorating

1

Saturday
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December Happenings
Celebrate Advent with us in our Sunday worship services during the month of December!
Friday, December 7, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. - Hark! The Carols of Christmas art exhibit
Opening Reception
Sunday, December 16 - Caroling at Greeley Healthcare Center - The Oakridge family is
invited to join the Promise Kingdom and Kingdom Kids to
minister to our friends at Greeley with song! A light lunch will be
provided following our morning service. We will then carpool
and arrive at Greeley by 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 18, at 11:30 a.m. - Grand Oaks Christmas Luncheon and Fellowship
Monday, December 24, at 4:30 p.m. - Christmas Eve Worship Service

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail:
churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org
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