O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY C HURCH

December 2013
Volume 7, Issue 3

The Oakbridge
How to Make the Most of Christmas
From Pastor Jim
Note: this will be most helpful if
you read the verses in their context.

Believe the Lord unlike Zacharias
And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak
until the day when these things take place, because
you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled
in their proper time.
Luke 1:20
Trust the Lord like Mary
And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord;
may it be done to me according to your word.”
Luke 1:38
Obey the Lord like Joseph
And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his
wife,
Matthew 1:24
Exalt the Lord like Mary
And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.”
Luke 1:46-47

Thank the Lord like Anna
At that very moment she came up and began giving
thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all
those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Luke 2:38
Worship the King with the Magi
After coming into the house they saw the Child with
Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him.
Matthew 2:11a
Give to the King like the Magi
Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Matthew 2:11b
Will you join me in seeking to make the most of
Christmas 2013?
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News From Jeanne Wynn
Teaching Chemistry in Asia

In the States, December is almost synonymous with the Christmas season of celebration. However, Christmas is not a holiday here. For those on a university campus the month is more associated
with finishing up the semester’s courses and getting ready for finals. This year, I will finish teaching both of my classes the week before Christmas and give my final exams in the weeks immediately after Christmas.
Even though Christmas is not a holiday, everyone here is aware that it is a major holiday in most of
the world. In fact, many businesses decorate with lights, trees, snowflakes and Santa Clauses. However, the vast majority of people have no idea why we celebrate Christmas. Increasingly, the younger generation (my students) are anxious to celebrate the holiday, although they are not sure how to
do that. So they use it for an excuse to go shopping or out to eat. Some have heard that westerners go to church on
Christmas, so they decide to try that. The most well-known church in town is a Catholic cathedral, but usually it is
packed and they get turned away.
For the past several years, I have had a Christmas cookie decorating party for my regular
student visitors. The students love doing this kind of thing, and it provides a very natural
way to share the Christmas story with them and explain why it is important to me. For
some it is their first time to hear about the real meaning of Christmas; for others it can
generate some deeper questions for future conversations; and for others it is just a fun
time to make cookies, eat and play games.
My current student visitors have already asked (in early November) about this year’s party,
and frankly it is causing some organizational difficulties for me. This year I have more students coming to visit than ever before. I have around 20, although not all come every week. However, you can be sure
they will all want to come for the party! My apartment is small and is full with eight students. So we may have to find
another venue for the party and decorate the cookies at other times. We will work something out.
Between planning and having Christmas parties, finishing up classes and writing and grading finals, December will be a
pretty full month. From a teaching point of view, the end of the month is always hard because it is when I have to say
goodbye to the students that I have taught since March 2013. This year that will be particularly hard, because this class is
the most active and engaged class that I have ever had. They are not actually the best academically, but they have been
the most fun to teach. I will definitely miss teaching this group of students.
Thanks for your continued support and prayers which allow me the privilege of being part of these student’s lives.

It is difficult to tell what kind of weather we will have for Christmas. It will almost certainly be mild by Minnesota standards, and
it probably won’t be white. Some years our first snow fall has been as early as November 15, other years it is as late as late January. A snowfall of over an inch is considered big here, and we don’t get many of them (one to five storms a season). Here are a
couple of pictures of Fall (this year mid-November at a local park) and winter (fishermen on the local canal).
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A Grand Oaks and Promise Kingdom
Partnership
Submitted by Beth Anderson

W

e are excited to introduce a new program in the
Kingdom! In partnership with the OCC Grand Oaks,
children in our Promise Kingdom program will be
assigned to a Grand Oaks Secret Prayer Partner. Members of
the Grand Oaks will draw the name of one (or more) child and
receive information about and a photo of that child. In addition
to praying for a child, the Grand Oaks are encouraged to send
birthday cards, Christmas cards, and notes of encouragement to
them. These cards will simply be signed ‘from your secret prayer partner.’ with a return address of Oakridge Community
Church. There is a plan to have a ‘reveal’ party in the spring.
What a blessing to have senior members of OCC who are willing to cover our youngest with prayers! We see the potential of
many blessings from this partnership and look forward to the
involvement of the seniors and youngest in our congregation!

The Nursery at Oakridge Community Church
Submitted by Beth Anderson

The Nursery at Oakridge Community Church is
growing and growing. We have had as many as twelve
little "acorns"--all under the age of three years--in there
playing, snacking, and listening to stories. Some of them
even sleep! And that meant we needed another bed and
more blankets. Another "Pack & Play" was purchased
and has been gratefully used. One recent Sunday morning five handmade tie-quilts were given to us! They are
so soft and colorful and cuddly--the children love them!
Thank you, Ceil!
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December Bible Reading

This year the order of the
Old Testament readings is
similar to Israel’s Hebrew
Bible. The New Testament
readings are based upon
non-conclusive research
regarding the order in which
the books were authored.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Acts 7-8
Acts 9-10
Acts 11-13
Acts 14-15
Acts 16-17
Acts 18-20
Acts 21-23
Acts 24-26
Acts 27-28
1 Timothy
Titus, 1 Peter
Hebrews 1-6
Hebrews 7-10
Hebrews 11-13
2 Timothy
2 Peter, Jude
John 1-2
John 3-4
John 5-6
John 7-8
John 9-10
John 11-12
John 13-15
John 16-18
John 19-21
1 John
2, 3 John
Revelation 1-5
Revelation 6-11
Revelation 12-18
Revelation 19-22

God, after He spoke
long ago to the fathers
in the prophets in
many portions and in
many ways, in these
last days has spoken
to us in His Son,
whom He appointed
heir of all things,
through whom also
He made the world.

Hebrews 1:1-2

December Birthdays
December 3 - Jason Schlicht
December 5 - Victor Jones
December 11– Cheryl Brown
December 11– Carolyn Quenzer

December 13 - Fisher DeCaro
December 16 - Sophia Leslie
December18 - Emily Mathiowetz
December18 - Sarah Schmoeckel
December 28 - Marie Odens

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

9

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

8

10

3

Tuesday

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

4

Wednesday

12

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

5

Thursday

24

1-3:00 p.m.- Gloria Exhibit

1-3:00 p.m.- Gloria Exhibit

31

30

29

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Meeting
3-5:00 p.m. - Gloria Exhibit

1-3:00 p.m.- Gloria Exhibit
4:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve
Service

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m.- Gloria Exhibit
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3-5:00 p.m. - Gloria Exhibit
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

23

22

17
12:00 p.m. - Grand Oaks
1-3:00 p.m.- Gloria Exhibit
7:00 p.m. - Worship Team
Practice

16

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
1-3:00 p.m.- Gloria Exhibit
10:20 a.m. - Worship
6:30 p.m. - Elders Meeting
11:45 a.m. - Caroling Luncheon
1:00 p.m. - Caroling at Greeley
3-5:00 p.m. - Gloria Exhibit

15

Christmas Day

26

19

27

6:00 p.m. - Friday
Night
Light

20

5:30–7:00 p.m.
Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Opening Reception

13

6

Friday

28

21

14

9:00 a.m. - Worship Team
Practice

7

Saturday

Jeremiah 23:5

“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “When I will
raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king
and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land.”

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m.- Gloria Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

18

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
1-3:00 p.m. - Gloria Exhibit 1-3:00 p.m. - Gloria Exhibit 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Butler
10:20 a.m. - Worship
6:30 p.m. - Elders and
1-3:00 p.m. - Gloria Exhibit
Care Group
12:00 p.m. - Youth Plan. Mtg.
Deacons Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
3-5:00 p.m. - Gloria Exhibit
in Prayer
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

2

Monday

1

Sunday

2013
December
July 2013

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King!
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener

I

get fired up hearing about what God is doing around
the world, and so the past few months have been incredibly encouraging and challenging as we’ve had the
chance to hear from so many brothers and sisters that
are serving all throughout the globe. One of the many things
that has struck me is how God uses one individual, one conversation, one relationship to open up an avenue that may
allow the gospel to spray to areas that go so far above and
beyond what those serving initially even thought about.
Whether that is the possibility of the gospel launching from
Romania to surrounding countries, or a ministry in eastern
Russia opening up an opportunity to minister to those from
all around the world who are coming to the Olympics, or
God’s leading to the western boarder of China and possible
unreached people groups, or God working in the hearts of
university students in Kenya before they go into all the surrounding countries in many different professions, or God using a small band of pastors from MN to be used by God to
impact Liberia! In every one of these cases you can see and hear
the incredible joy and excitement of those that God is choosing to use.
This is my prayer for our youth. That they would see the incredible opportunities they have before them. That they
would catch a glimpse of the sending God who uses clay pots to accomplish His purposes for His glory and for
their joy. That instead of focusing on the fact that there may only be 3 or 4 youth at an individual meeting, they
would see the fact that they represent four different area schools and close to 4000 students and staff, many of
whom need to hear the saving gospel of Jesus Christ. That instead of focusing on the fact that they don’t have the
same type of camaraderie as those who attend the same school, they would come together to pray for and support
one another as they minister within their specific school settings. Pray that God would begin to work this vision
into their hearts.

OCC Vision
As you’re praying, take note of the picture from our November Friday Night Light bonfire at the Magler’s!
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all
OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

