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The Often-Overlooked Lesson of Advent
From Pastor Jim

“I can’t wait . . . !” We’ve all said it. At times we
say it out of impatience. Other times it is stated
out of eager anticipation.
When my daughters were young, I tried to help
them think through the accuracy and the implications of what they said. So when, like their
friends, they would say, “I can’t wait!” they
would hear the response, “Yes, you can. What
you mean is that you don’t want to wait.”
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It would seem the only things for which we are
willing to wait are those things we really don’t
want to experience in the first place. Otherwise,
when we really want something, we want it right
now. We want the car in front of us at the intersection to start moving quickly when the light
turns green. A second’s delay is reason to put our
hand on the horn.
Fast-food restaurants exist because we want our
food right away, not having to wait for it any
longer than it takes to drive up to the next window. We pay big money for digital technology
that enables us to get information without waiting, communicate without waiting, be entertained
without waiting.
It’s not that this is all bad. For example, I highly
appreciate the technology that enables me to accomplish in seconds on a computer what took me
many hours to do by poring over books and writing out my findings by hand when I first started
out in pastoral ministry. Time stewardship responsibility demands that I take advantage of the
benefits of the age in which we live.
However, the very real danger is that we get so
used to not waiting that we begin to think that
waiting is always undesirable. We get the idea
that we are entitled to have right now whatever it
is we desire. It does not take long before we have
such an attitude about most everything in life.

So let’s consider for a moment the birth of Jesus
Christ. The minimum amount of time between
God’s first promise that He would send a Redeemer (Genesis 3:15) and when that Redeemer
was born (Luke 2:6-7) was about 4,000 years!
The amount of time between God’s promise to
Abraham that his Seed would bless all nations
(Genesis 22:18) and the arrival of that Seed was
2,000 years! The amount of time between God’s
promise to Israel that He would send a Prophet
like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15, 18) and the appearance of that Prophet was over 1,400 years!
The amount of time between God’s promise of
the virgin-born Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14) and the
birth of the Son of God was about 700 years!
The Hebrew language, in which most of the Old
Testament was written, is helpful in giving us
guidance about waiting on the Lord. The words
used for wait in the Old Testament are the same
words that are used for hope! Hope necessitates
waiting, for once hope is realized the waiting is
over. Patient waiting is enabled by hope—the certainty that what God has promised will come to
pass in His perfect way and His perfect time.
There is, of course, a third vital element in this
scenario—trust. Only when I actually believe
God’s promise and trust God’s faithfulness, wisdom, power and goodness will I wait in hope for
what He has promised.
(Continued on page 2)
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The Often-Overlooked Lesson of Advent
The people of God had to wait for the coming of the
promised Messiah Redeemer for over 4,000 years. Now
the people of God have been waiting for the promised
return of the Messiah for almost 2,000 years—and we are
still waiting. Let us wait in hope and trust.
I long eagerly for a time when I will no longer have to
fight sin, because I am tired of the struggle. However, I
must wait for that to happen. Nevertheless, it is the certain hope that such a time will come that gives me
strength, determination and patience in the struggle, for it
is the promise of God that the day will come when I will
be like my Lord and see Him as He is (1 John 3:2-3).
How I yearn for the day when we will experience no
more mourning, no crying, no pain! Yet I must wait for it
with the absolute confidence that it is coming, because
God has promised it (Revelation 21:4).
I am weary of living in a world where I cannot trust what
people say and I have to see or hear about the abominable
things that are being done. However, even as I labor to

(continued from page 1)

promote righteousness in this ungodly world, I do so waiting for the city in which there will be no abomination or
lying or immorality or idolatry (Revelation 21:27; 22:15).
It is easy to become discouraged, disheartened and
depressed because of sickness, suffering and frailty
experienced in this life. Sometimes God miraculously
heals His people in this life. However, most of the time
He uses these experiences to remind us that we are a waiting people—waiting for the day when there will be no
more consequences of the curse of sin, no more sickness,
no more weakness, no more anguish.
Let’s not overlook the lessons of Advent. Advent is truly
a time of joy. However, Advent is also designed to teach
us and encourage us in the midst of the challenges of daily
life. It is in Christ that all the promises of God are yes—in
whom every promise God has made finds its fulfillment.
The fulfillment of many of His promises has already been
seen—after millennia of waiting. The fulfillment of the
remainder of His promises is what we await, with certain
hope and patient trust.

Upcoming December Events
All are invited to begin our Sunday worship time together by hearing the
Oakridge A Cappella Choir's Advent Preludes from 10:10-10:20 a.m.
on December 6, 13 and 20.
Everyone is invited to join the Promise Kingdom children
to go caroling at Golden Living Center on Greeley
on Sunday, December 13. A light lunch will be served at OCC from
11:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. We will then meet at Golden Living Center.
Grand Oaks are having their annual Christmas Luncheon on
Thursday, December 17, at 12:00 p.m. Sign up in the OCC foyer
if you’ll be attending this special fellowship!

Come and join us for our Christmas Eve service on
Thursday, December 24, at 4:00 p.m.
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Report From the Dunckels
Written By Kara Dunckel
Joshua had a great visit to the U.S. last month. It was
a good time of connecting with our new supporting
church in Wheaton, Illinois, with the many added
benefits of visiting our other churches, family and
friends. Because he usually had reliable internet
access, he was also able to keep in touch with his
teams here in Europe as well as with the kids and me
at home. That said, we are so glad to have him back!
We have begun the process of post-flood renovation
by tearing out the warped flooring in one of the bedrooms. The floor had warped so badly the door could
not open and close. We are so thankful for the generous gifts from the people of Oakridge that are helping
with repairs. Our landlady is struggling financially
and her homeowners insurance refused to cover any
repair costs, so this is a great time for us to share with her how God is providing through His people. While she is a
devout practicing Orthodox, we pray for her to see the grace and know the salvation Christ offers.
The Mission-Net conference is rapidly approaching. It will take place over the New Year's weekend in southern Germany. Thousands of European youth will gather to worship, learn and connect with ministry opportunities. Pray that many
will be equipped for the spread of the gospel. Registration is lower this year than in previous years, so we're praying
about that. We know that God will send those whom He intends to be there. This will be Joshua's first Mission-Net conference and is also an opportunity for him to connect with the country motivators he oversees. Please pray that his time
will be used effectively, because on that particular weekend his time is particularly precious. Dunckel #6 is scheduled to
arrive on January 5. We're hoping she stays in place until it's convenient for her to arrive, but we're ready and excited
for her whenever she makes an appearance.
While our family is in a time of transition (adding a new member), Romania is undergoing significant transition as well.
We pray that it will be equally positive. The recent demonstrations across Romania were sparked by the tragic fire at
Colectiv that resulted in 59 deaths so far, but the frustration over systemic government corruption had been building
over time. The prime minister who stepped down has been plagued by numerous allegations of dishonest behavior ranging from plagiarism of his doctoral thesis to accepting bribes. The Minister of Internal Affairs also stepped down in
response to the protests. He had already been facing public scorn after the death of a policeman traveling by motorcycle
in his motorcade made it public knowledge that he used police motorcades for personal purposes. These are just two
examples of corruption that permeates the government here, and we are pleased to see the Romanian people reject it and
speak out against it. In any government transition one set of sinners is replaced with another, so we aren't placing our
hope in the redemption of Romania through change in leaders. However, we pray that God would use these events to
draw many to Him. Especially we pray that His church would reach out to those hurting after the tragedy at Colectiv.
KID CORNER:
We celebrated Noemi's 11th birthday last month! We're so thankful for the maturity and grace we see growing in her
daily.
Isobel loves her Occupational Therapist. We're so thankful for the understanding and resources the OT is providing for
Isobel. It is a precious gift to have someone help you understand your child better.
Anders has started talking! His vocabulary has exploded in the last few weeks, and it's so much fun for us to hear what
he is thinking about.
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December Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro
While we focus on and remember Christ’s birth during the month of December, let us also remember Christ’s life,
death and resurrection. Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery is a song which helps us think about each of these
aspects of Christ. The overall theme is a call to meditate on the marvelous, complex truths of Jesus Christ. How is it
that God’s exalted Son took on flesh? As a man, He lived a perfect life—even in the midst of incredible suffering,
Jesus never sinned. While we deserved the place on the cross, Christ took our place in order to make possible our right
relationship with God. How is it that the source of life died? Even alone, each of these thoughts is amazing. Praise
God that they are all true!

Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery
VERSE 1
Come, behold the wondrous mystery
In the dawning of the King.
He, the theme of heaven’s praises,
Robed in frail humanity.
In our longing, in our darkness,
Now the light of life has come.
Look to Christ, who condescended
Took on flesh to ransom us.
VERSE 2
Come, behold the wondrous mystery,
He, the perfect Son of Man.
In His living, in His suffering,
Never trace nor stain of sin.
See the true and better Adam
Come to save the hell-bound man.
Christ, the great and sure fulfillment
Of the law; in Him we stand.
VERSE 3
Come, behold the wondrous mystery,
Christ the Lord upon the tree.
In the stead of ruined sinners
Hangs the Lamb in victory.
See the price of our redemption,
See the Father’s plan unfold,
Bringing many sons to glory,
Grace unmeasured, love untold.
VERSE 4
Come, behold the wondrous mystery,
Slain by death, the God of life.
But no grave could e’er restrain Him,
Praise the Lord; He is alive!
What a foretaste of deliverance,
How unwavering our hope.
Christ in power resurrected
As we will be when He comes.

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Budget
Meeting

21

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

28

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Luncheon/Caroling
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

20

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

27

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

14

13

29

22

10:30 a.m. - Project
Life
Ministry

15

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

30

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

23

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

31

4:00 p.m. - Christmas
Eve
Service

24

12:00 p.m. - Grand Oaks
Christmas
Luncheon
6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

17

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

10

9

7

6

8

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

Thursday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

Wednesday
3

1

Tuesday
2

Monday

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining;
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.

Sunday

Friday

CHRISTMAS
DAY

26

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

19

10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday

12

5

Saturday

A thrill of hope—the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine,
O night when Christ was born!
O night, O holy night, O night divine!

25

6:00 p.m. - Elders/
Deacons &
Wives
Dinner

18

11

7:00 p.m. - Ladies
Christmas
Celebration

4
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December
December Bible
Bible Reading
Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

1 Corinthians 12-14
1 Corinthians 15-16
2 Corinthians 1-4
2 Corinthians 5-9
2 Corinthians 10-13
Galatians 1-3
Galatians 4-6
Ephesians 1-3
Ephesians 4-6
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Join us as this year
we read through
the Bible canonically.
“For this reason we also
constantly thank God that when
you received the word of God
which you heard from us,
you accepted it not as the word of men,
but for what it really is, the word of
God, which also performs
its work in you who believe.”
1 Thessalonians 2:13

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Titus, Philemon
Hebrews 1-6
Hebrews 7-10
Hebrews 11-13
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John, 2 John
3 John, Jude
Revelation 1-3
Revelation 4-7
Revelation 8-10
Revelation 11-14
Revelation 15-17
Revelation 18-19
Revelation 20-22

December Birthdays
December 5 - Victor Jones
December 11 - Cheryl Brown
December 11 - Carolyn Quenzer
December 13 - Fisher DeCaro

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org

December 16 - Sophia Leslie
December 18 - Emily Mathiowetz
December 18 - Sarah Schmoeckel
December 28 - Marie Odens

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

