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Magnifying the Lord Like Mary
From Pastor Jim
And Mary said: "My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. For He has had regard for
the humble state of His bondslave; for behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed. For the
Mighty One has done great things for me; and holy is His name. And His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him. He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were
proud in the thoughts of their heart. He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who
were humble. He has filled the hungry with good things; and sent away the rich empty-handed. He has given
help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his descendants forever."
Luke 1:46-55

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, so that you
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
1 Peter 2:9

A major reason God has chosen His people, made us a royal priesthood, a holy nation and His own special
possession is in order that we would declare His excellencies (1 Peter 2:9). I know no better example of how
to do so than what is given us by a young, miraculously-pregnant peasant girl as she responds to another
miraculously-pregnant and much older woman. The girl is Mary, and the woman is Elizabeth.
Mary’s words are appropriately called the Magnificat—appropriate because her statements truly magnify
the Lord as Mary intended (“My soul exalts the Lord”). Notice how everything she says is about who the Lord
is and what He has done. She doesn’t talk about her faith sustaining her—she speaks of God her Savior. She
doesn’t even mention anything about her faithfulness in word, thought or deed—she speaks only of the Lord’s
faithfulness, mercy and mighty acts.
What makes this especially significant is that Mary’s words are part of a conversation between two average
people. They were not apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors or teachers standing in front of a crowd declaring “Thus says the Lord”—they were an elderly housewife and a newly-married teenage girl catching up on
each other’s lives. We would do well to learn from Mary and Elizabeth how to make the most of our conversations with one another, focusing on what the Lord has done for us (1:46-49) and on what He has done for
others (1:50-55). This is the kind of conversation that truly edifies and gives grace to those who hear
(Ephesians 4:29).
Of course, it is easy for us to say, “But what happened to Mary has never happened to me, so I don’t have as
much motivation as she had.” Oh, really? Is not Mary’s God our God? Has He changed in any way? Do we
not have the privilege of an even greater comprehension of His salvation than Mary had at the time she spoke
these words? Is not the fact that He has made us a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation and a people for His special possession just as astounding as the fact that He made Mary the
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mother of our Lord, Jesus Christ? Is not He still showing His
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Our Missions Committee
The missions focus for December will be on the Missions Committee itself. We are sharing with you
our heart for missions, as well as how we became involved with the Missions Committee at Oakridge
Community Church. Hopefully, as we share from our lives, you will see how the Lord may be working
in your own life to lead you to a greater involvement in missions, possibly serving on the Missions
Committee, or even serving as a missionary yourself. In Matthew 9, Jesus said to His disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into His harvest.”

Mike Jacobe
Before I accepted Christ, I was being led by God, though I didn’t realize it at
the time. Although I hadn’t been attending church, I was curious about God
and the Bible. During college I took a class on the Old Testament. I also read
through the whole Bible, but like the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts chapter 8, I
wasn’t understanding what I was reading. I needed someone like Philip to
explain it to me. In the summer of 1994 I began attending Oakridge. At the social gathering which followed the Thanksgiving Eve service that year, I voiced
my concerns about not understanding the Bible to then-Pastor Larry Forsberg.
He scheduled a meeting with me for the day after Thanksgiving to continue our
discussion. It was at that meeting that Pastor Larry shared the Gospel with me,
and I accepted Christ as my Savior. After becoming a member of Oakridge, I
realized that, like me, there might be others around the world needing someone
to help them understand God’s Word. That’s when I first recognized the importance of world missions and that I wanted to be involved in supporting
those who are called to the mission field.

Dan and Carolyn Parker
We have been members of the OCC Missions Committee for several
years. It has been exciting to see OCC’s involvement in missions
develop into being a sending church and being involved in the lives
of the missionaries that we support. A few years ago, the committee
developed several Driving Convictions (see website) that define the
emphasis of OCC missions. Conviction #13 speaks to the fact that
we cannot all go into other cultures and become missionaries, but
we are to be salt and light in our culture as we send and support
those who are called to do so. The realization that we are to actively
support those who are involved in cross-cultural missions is a major
reason that we are members of the Missions Committee.
One of the most enjoyable aspects of serving on the committee is to
communicate with and encourage those whom we support. Our family has been blessed by getting to know many missionaries over the years.
As relationships are developed we can then share with the congregation, thus raising awareness within the
body of specific needs and world missions in general. OCC has been blessed from having personal interaction
with and by our willingness to respond to the needs of our missionaries.
One of the reasons we became members of the missions committee was that a long-time member, Helen
Goldberg, saw that we had an interest in missions and encouraged us to become members. It has been a real
blessing and joy to be part of this ministry. Do you have an interest in missions? Are you interested in seeing how God can develop that interest and use your talents?
(Continued on page 3)
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Our Missions Committee (continued from page 2)
Ryan Wyss
When I was 16 years old my parents followed the Lord's leading and moved
our family from a small town in rural Wisconsin to the bustling city of Moscow, Russia, for a one-year missionary assignment. A massive shift occurred
in my life that year, not only jostling me out of the midwestern surroundings
that I was used to, but also awakening my spiritual life and planting a seed for
cross-cultural ministry in my heart. After studying International Ministries at
Moody Bible Institute and serving as a missionary among Tibetans for nearly
10 years, the passion for missions that the Lord planted in my heart all those
years ago is still a major part of my life each day as I work mentoring and
coaching new missionaries who will serve around the globe. Joining the Missions Committee earlier this year felt like a natural continuation of the Lord's
leading in my life, and I'm thoroughly enjoying learning more about the missionaries that OCC supports and the ministries that we are a part of around the
world.

December Birthdays
December 5 - Victor Jones
December 7 - Ruthi Beyersdorf
December 13 - Fisher DeCaro
December 16 - Sophia Leslie
December 18 - Emily Mathiowetz
December 26 - Levita Ayala Goeloe
December 27 - Nate Smith
December 28 - Marie Odens
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December Bible Reading
1

Acts 7-8

2

Acts 9-10

3

Acts 11-13

4

Acts 14-15

5

Acts 16-17

6

Acts 18-20

7

Acts 21-23

8

Acts 24-26

9

Acts 27-28

10 1 Timothy
11 Titus, 1 Peter
12 Hebrews 1-6
13 Hebrews 7-10
14 Hebrews 11-13
15 2 Timothy
16 2 Peter, Jude
17 John 1-2
18 John 3-4
19 John 5-6
20 John 7-8
21 John 9-10
22 John 11-12
23 John 13-15
24 John 16-18
25 John 19-21
26 1 John
27 2, 3 John
28 Revelation 1-5
29 Revelation 6-11
30 Revelation 12-18
31 Revelation 19-22
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Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

December Calendar

Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia.
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born!

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

Saturday

9:30 a.m. - Worship Team Practice
10:00 a.m. - Women’s Christmas
Fellowship

Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
11:45 a.m. - Lunch/Caroling
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group

Monday

2:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

1

2

Sunday

3

Monday

4

6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

5

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
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Friday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting
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Monday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Men’s Group
6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting
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Tuesday

12

11:30 a.m. - Grand Oaks Christmas Lunch
7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

Thursday

Friday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

22

Saturday
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service

24

Monday

25

Christmas Day
Church Office Closed

Tuesday

26

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

Thursday

28

Friday

29

Saturday

14

30

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

Saturday

8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

15

16

21

27

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

13

Thursday

Sunday

9

10

20

23

Saturday
Sunday

Tuesday
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Thursday

18
19

Tuesday

6

17

Sunday

31

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group
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Christmas Caroling Extravaganza
Sunday, December 17
Families of all ages and sizes, please sing the joy of
Jesus at our Christmas Caroling Extravaganza on
Sunday, Dec. 17. Meet in the fellowship hall for lunch
after OCC’s morning services and then head out to a
local senior care center for carols and visiting. Sign
up in the foyer or talk to Stacy DeCaro.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
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