
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is up-

on me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to bring good news 

to the afflicted; He has sent me to 

bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to captives and 

freedom to prisoners; 2to pro-

claim the favorable year of the LORD and 

the day of vengeance of our God; to com-

fort all who mourn, 3to grant those who 

mourn in Zion, giving them a garland in-

stead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 

of mourning, the mantle of praise instead 

of a spirit of fainting. So they will be 

called oaks of righteousness, the planting 

of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 

Isaiah 61:1-3 

 If there were any doubts about who is 

speaking in these verses, those doubts are 

laid to rest once and for all in Luke 4:16-

21, when Jesus reads from this passage to 

the people in the synagogue at Nazareth 

and then tells them, “Today this Scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing.” The 

person described in Isaiah 61:1-3 is none 

other than Jesus. He is the one whom God 

anointed with the Holy Spirit and is thus 

rightly called the Messiah, the Christ, the 

Anointed One. He is the one whom God 

in love sent to this world. 

 This passage is all about Jesus. It’s 

about His mission in coming to this world 

in obedience to the Father. It’s about what 

He accomplishes through His obedience 

to the Father. It’s all about what He makes 

of people: He makes them into oaks of 

righteousness (vs. 3) who are able to re-

build the ancient ruins (vs. 4). 

    The question to be asked is, “Who 

is it that He makes into oaks of right-

eousness? Who is it that will be 

called oaks of righteousness?” Nor-

mally we think of oaks of righteous-

ness as people who have it all togeth-

er, people who don’t have a clue 

about the trials and challenges life holds for the 

rest of us peons. However, when we pay atten-

tion to Isaiah 61:1-3, we find nothing could be 

further from the truth! 

 Who is it that will be called oaks of right-

eousness? It is the afflicted to whom Jesus 

brings the good news. It is the brokenhearted 

whom Jesus bandages up. It is the captives for 

whom Jesus declares liberty. It is the prisoners 

to whom Jesus proclaims freedom. It is the 

mourner to whom Jesus brings comfort. It is 

the one who has covered himself with ashes 

that Jesus replaces with a garland. It is the one 

who has been overcome with grief on whom 

Jesus poured the oil of gladness. It is the faint-

hearted on whom Jesus has laid the mantle of 

praise. 

 The implications of this reality are gigan-

tic. One implication is that a person doesn’t 

clean up his/her act in order to come and be 

accepted by Jesus. No, a person comes to Jesus 

to be cleaned up by Him! A person comes to 

Jesus in repentance, and Jesus provides the 

forgiveness and cleansing of that for which 

repentance is needed. That’s why the very first 

message Jesus preached as He began His pub-

lic ministry was “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). Jesus Him-

self said it best when He told the Pharisees and 

their scribes, “I have not come to call the right-

eous but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:32). 

(continued on page 2) 
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They Will be Called                 
Oaks of  Righteousness 
                                         (continued from page 1) 

 Another implication of the truth found in 

Isaiah 61:1-3 is that it is only Jesus who can 

turn sinful, needy people into oaks of right-

eousness. It is only Jesus whom God the Fa-

ther anointed with the Holy Spirit for this 

purpose. It is only Jesus whom God the Fa-

ther sent for this purpose. As Peter told the 

rulers and elders of the Jews, “there is salva-

tion in no one else; for there is no other 

name under heaven that has been given 

among men by which we must be 

saved” (Acts 4:12). 

 What this means, of course, is that oaks 

of righteousness can take no credit for being 

such. Oaks of righteousness did not make 

themselves such—Jesus did. The best these 

oaks of righteousness could do with them-

selves in their sinful condition was to put 

themselves in a place of affliction. The most 

progress they could make was to increase 

their level of heartbreak. Rather than freeing 

themselves from captivity and slavery to sin, 

they could only become further bound by 

their taskmaster. Every attempt they made to 

escape or cover up the misery of their sin 

only brought greater misery upon them. 

 But then Jesus came, bringing the good 

news that He can bring real help to the af-

flicted. He can dress the wounds of those 

who have become brokenhearted. He can 

free sin’s slaves. He can comfort the mourn-

er. He can do what no one else is able to do! 

 No wonder the climax of this passage 

comes with the final words of Isaiah 61:3. 

Oaks of righteousness have no reason to 

boast in themselves. No matter how tall, 

how stately, how healthy, or how fruitful 

they may be, they are such as the planting of 

the Lord. Therefore, He is the only one who 

is to receive any and all credit. He is the one 

to be praised. He makes oaks of righteous-

ness out of dead seeds “that He may be glo-

rified.” 

 The best commentary ever written on 

Isaiah 61:1-3 is what the Holy Spirit moved 

the apostle Paul to write in 1 Corinthians 

1:26-31: 

For consider your calling, brethren, 

that there were not many wise accord-

ing to the flesh, not many mighty, not 

many noble; but God has chosen the 

foolish things of the world to shame the 

wise, and God has chosen the weak 

things of the world to shame the things 

which are strong, and the base things of 

the world and the despised God has 

chosen, the things that are not, so that 

He may nullify the things that are, so 

that no man may boast before God. But 

by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became to us wisdom from God, 

and righteousness and sanctification, 

and redemption, so that, just as it is 

written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST 

IN THE LORD.” 

 May the Lord be pleased to make us all 

into oaks of righteousness for His glory! 

May every oak remember what he/she was 

before the Lord planted him/her and what 

an amazing thing it is that the Lord has 

planted anyone! This is what will make our 

name Oakridge Community Church truly 

meaningful and significant. 

T H E  O A K B R I D G E  

V O L U M E  6 ,  I S S U E  5  



P A G E  3  
 

 

 Hess Status Report 
Submitted by Dan Parker 

 

T H E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greg and Melanie Hess are missionaries that 

have served with MARC in Soldotna, Alaska, 

for almost 6 years. Greg is a pilot, instructor and 

aviation mechanic. MARC ministers to mission-

aries, churches and other ministries in remote 

villages in northern and western Alaska.   

 

 Recently, Missionary Aviation Repair Center 

(MARC) and two other aviation-related minis-

tries located on the Kenai Peninsula committed 

to collaborating more closely together. SOAR is 

one of those ministries, based out of the Kenai 

airport - a hop, skip, and a jump away from 

Soldotna. SOAR stands for Service and Out-

reach Alaska to Russia (SOAR). In substantial 

need of help, the director of SOAR asked if 

Greg could be spared to help out at the SOAR 

hangar. To make a long story short: “Here we 

are.”  

 

Greg has enjoyed working on varied projects at 

which he is gifted – vehicle repair, building 

maintenance, learning computer systems, flight 

instruction, clearing snow and much more. 

Interestingly, although SOAR’s focus is bring-

ing the Gospel to Russia, much of their ministry 

is to the same people groups we have been help-

ing here in Alaska – including Yupik Eskimos 

and Indians living in nearly inaccessible villag-

es. SOAR coordinates a number of projects in 

far eastern Russia – and beyond – throughout the  

 

Greg conducting pilot training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

year, in areas where there is little or no outside 

help. Their ministries include Bible Camps, out-

reach to orphanages, work teams, and providing 

support to Russian churches. 

 

As this article “goes to press” and while Greg is 

“holding down the fort” in Kenai, Melanie is in 

Russia.  The SOAR staff from Kenai and sever-

al people from the lower 48 are in Russia minis-

tering to local churches and hopefully have op-

portunities to minister in orphanages.  Please 

pray for safety for those on this trip and families 

left at home.  Pray for ministry opportunities to 

share the Gospel and to encourage those serving 

in Russia.  Pray for the Hess family, that God 

will use them effectively during their time with 

SOAR Ministries. 
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Greg, Melanie and Hannah Hess are on 

loan to SOAR International Ministries 

Bringing home a Christmas tree Alaska-style! 
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Numbers 18-20 
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Numbers 23-25 
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Numbers 28-30 
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Deuteronomy 1-2 

Deuteronomy 3-4 
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February Bible Reading 
This year the order of the Old 

Testament readings is similar 

to Israelõs Hebrew Bible. The 

New Testament readings are 

based upon non-conclusive 

research regarding the order in 

which the books were authored. 

T H E  O A K B R I D G E  

 
February 10 - Laurie Hoffman 
February 15 - Beth Anderson 
February 21 - Alex Runk 
 

 

...For I am 
the LORD  
your God. 

Leviticus 26:1 
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E-mail: 
churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org 
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Weõre on the Web! 
www.oakridgecommunity.org 

OCC Vision 

The vision of Oakridge Community Church      

is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute, 

eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ 

in all things, to all peoples. 
 

OCC Mission 

The mission of Oakridge Community Church   

is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring  

and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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There is a special bond between a father and a daughter; 

between a mother and a son. As parents we have a small    

window of time to pour our lives into our children. To lead 

them. To teach them. To guide them. To love them. To all   

we can do to point them to Jesus Christ. It is this reality that 

led to a ministry idea last year in which we had fathers take 

their daughter(s), and mothers take their son(s) on a “date.”           

A group of adults from Oakridge turned our Fireside Room 

into a high scale restaurant that included everything from  

valet parking to hors d’oeuvres to an excellent sit-down meal. 

We also had a father and mother encourage and challenge 

those who attended by sharing their hopes and prayers for 

their children from their perspective as parents.  

 

I am really looking forward to sharing another date 

night with the youth and parents of Oakridge on      

Saturday, February 16. Please be praying for that even-

ing specifically, as well as continuing to lift up the 

families we have the privilege to minister to in this 

body. I’ve included a couple pictures from last year’s 

event to help give you a better picture of what the night 

looked like. 

 

 

 


